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ELLEN. anD JULIA. 


"CHAP. XV. _ 


Fm Evelyn is waiting the re: 

turn to his letter, we will „ 
— 1 lady and her daughters, Who amivcd: ̃ | 

ſafely at the farmer s in Wiltſhire : The houſe 
was large and old faſhioned, but the rooms 
to which they were conducted were fitted up L 
with modem decent furniture, and the views 1 
from the windows were exceedingly pleaſant. 4 

When Mrs. Willis, the farmer's wife, Was 1 1 
withdrawn, Mrs. Woodville faid, this is only 9 
vor. II. 1 intended 1 


2 "> BLLEN AND JULIA. 
intended as a temporary reſidence until I can 
ſuit myſelf with a houſe, and I hope, my 
dear children, you will have no cauſe to re- 
gret the loſs of ſociety for any length of time. 
What ſociety can we expect, cried Ellen, in 
this dull place. Such, replied Mrs. Wood- 
ville, as will neither debafe your morals, nor 
_ deſtroy your peace; not Lords nor Ladies, 
perhaps, but perſons of a rank more ſuitable 
to your own. Why, certainly, being allied 
to nobility, ſaid Ellen, with a ſcornful ſmile, 
makes us upon an equality with them. 1 
ſhould be ſorry if you indulged ſuch an erro- 
neous opinion, anſwered her mother, very 
few of the firſt nobility but what have, I be- 
lieve, poor relations, who ſurely would never 
think themſelves upon an equality with them 
in rank or fortune, though perhaps many of 
them are greatly ſuperior to the boaſted and 
adventitious advantages of titles and eſtates 
in their good qualities; and although your _ 
fortunes are ſufficient to procure you reſpect 
and attention, yet they cannot bear a compa- 
riſon with : a man of twenty thouſand a year. 5 
LM But 
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But if that man of twenty thoufand a year 
wiſhes to raiſe us to a level with himſelf, ſaid 
Ellen Have a care, Ellen, replied her mo- 
ther, with a ſeverity of look and accent, that, 
what you call raiſing, is not deſigned to debaſe 
you lower than the meaneſt of your ſex; and, 
ſince you have made an opening, I will now 
tell you frankly, that it was to fave you from 
the artful inſiduous deſigns of Lord A— that 
1 left his houſe ſo abruptly : Seeing Julia 
look aſtoniſhed, tis too true, added Mrs. 
Woodville, your ſiſter gave his Lordſhip very 
improper encouragement, for had his views 
been ſuch as he dared to avow, if he meant 
to elevate any one of my family, why wiſh to 
ecncenl his ſentiments from me? You are 
young, my dear children, new to the world, 
and unacquainted with the duplicity of men; 1 
let this maxim be the criterion of a man's 
truth, whenever he ſeeks to gain your favor 
If he endeavours to ſee you alone at improper 
hours, if Its wiſhes to hide his attachment 
from your friends, or, above all, if he ſtrives 
fo- leſſen the —— and confidence you owe . 
B 2 x to 
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to a parent, and adviſes duplicity and art, be 
aſſured that man has no eſteem for you, no 


deſign to raiſe you, but thinks lightly of your 
character, and ſeeks to humble you to the 


baſeneſs of his own heart! A man who truly 


loves muſt eſteem the object; her conduct 
muſt deſerve his reſpect; and ſuch a man 
would ſooner die, than entertain a thought in- 


jurious to the character of a woman, whole 
propriety made her reſpectable! He would. 
glory in his love, he would avow it to her 
beſt friends, and, perhaps, ſhe might be the 
laſt perſon acquainted with it, until he had 
obtained the ſanction of her parents, and ac 
quired her eſteem. How far my Lord A— 


has obſerved thoſe rules you beſt know, Ellen, 
and I hope, on recollection, will eſtimate his 


| profeſſions. accordingly, for he is an inde- 
pendant man, and conſequently free to act for 5 


7 bimſelf. 


| When Mrs. Woodville was filent Elen at- 
tempted to ſpeak, but Julia, not liking the 
turn of her countenance, haſtily cried out, do- 

not fear for my liter, my dear 1 her 
"oy OT 55 — . 
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good ſenſe and affection for you will induce 
her to do every thing you wiſh for; and, as 
for me, added ſhe, affecting gaiety, ſhould _ 
any man hereafter addreſs me, I ſhall ſay, O 
pray, Sir, apply firſt to my friends, and when 
they approve of you I may perhaps con ſider 
how far you are entitled to my regard. Mrs, 
_ Woodville ſmiling, ſaid, though our hearts 
may not always follow our friend's appro- 
bation, yet this let me adviſe you, never to 
| beſtow your hand without it, for you will find, 
throughout life, a ſatisfaction -ariſing from 
the conſciouſneſs of performing your duty, 
which will more than compenſate for the 
many little rubs the happieſt muſt expect to 
meet with, and ſhe who forms improper con- 
nexions, without conſideration and advice, 
bas no claim to expect conſolation from 
others, and is deprived of the greateſt bleſs- 


ing, ſelf approbation. She quitted the room 


on pronouncing ,theſe words, and leſt the 
litter e 


-xJulle: waited ſome time in expectation of 
her ſiſter” 8 e but — ſhe conti- 
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6 ELLEN AND JULIA. 
nued filent, ſhe aroſe, and looking at the proſ- 
pects, cried out, I wonder who recommended 
my mother to this pleaſant houſe? Who, 
_ anſwered Ellen, with a ſcornful ſmile, why, 
her favorite Selwyn, to be ſure; I heard the 
man ſay ſomething about a letter from ſquire 
Selwyn, and my mother ſtopped him from 
going on; I dare ſay he is at the bottom of 
the whole plot, but 'tis no matter. She then 
made fome little alterations in her dreſs, 
and afterwards took out her netting, without 
attending to ſeveral trifling queſtions of her 
ſiſter's, but continued buried in thought, 
Mrs. Woodville had retired to write her 
friends, Evelyn and Selwyn, the latter had 
4 promiſed to ſecure her letters at the poſt 
houſe, and having no other correſpondent 
than the former, ſhe ſeized the firſt oppor- 
tunity to write, and acquaint him of her re- 
moval, without aſſigning her motives for ſo 
doing. Four or five days paſt with no appa- 
rent change in their ſituation, Ellen continued 
gloomy and unſocial, but did not "Oy ex- - 
: youu any diſcontent. 
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Lord A— and his friends took a long 
morning's ride the day Mrs. Woodvule left 
the Hall, on their return the porter delivered 
a note to his Lordſhip, with the following 
information. Mrs. Woodville preſents her 
beſt compliments to Lord A—, and his fa- 
mily party, finding herſelf compe lled by par- 
ticular occurrences to leave Woodville- Hall | 
this day, flatters herſelf they will excuſe a per- 
ſonal adieu, which could not be pleaſing to 
any one, and therefore may be readily diſ- 
penſed with by all.“ Lord A—'s aftoniſh- 
ment may be more eaſily conceived than de- 
ſcribed, but, recovering himſelf, with the eaſy 
confidence of a man of the world, upon my 


| honor, ſaid he, this Mrs. Woodville is a ſtrange 


_ eccentric being; would you believe it, Lady 
Booty, ſhe has taken herſelf and daughters off, 


nobody knows where, and nobody knows : 


why. Cannot your Lordſhip gueſs at her 

motives for ſo doing, aſked Selwyn, drily.— 

Not I, indeed, replied he, a little confuſed, 

unleſs the good lady fears you gay gentle - 

men, like the giants of old, may devour her 
_ 


fair 
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fair children. Lord! cries Lady Booty, what 
a tramontane ſhe is! 1 declare, when I firit 
ſaw her formal figure, with the whimſical un- 
cooth dreſſes of the girls; the affectation of 
wit and vivacity in the eldeſt, and the pru- 
diſn delicacy and purſed up mouth of the 
young one, I felt ſuch a violent inclination 
to play on them, that only reſpect to your 
Lordſhip prevented me from making them 
appear in a very ridiculous light, You will 
pardon me, Lady Booty, ſaid Lord Mean-- 
well, if I think that could ſcarcely have been 
poſſible ; Mrs. Woodville is, in my opinion, 
a very reſpectable woman, rather too ſerious, 


Perhaps, but without any ill nature; the eldeſt 


Miſs Woodville is a moſt lovely girl, and if 
her vivacity is properly corrected by the mo- 
ther's diſcretion, ſhe will make a charming 
woman; and, for the youngeſt, upon my ſoul _ 
I never ſaw a young creature that had ſo 
much promiſe about her of being an excel- 
lent woman, ſhe is all ſoul and grace, ſhe is— — 
O, for heaven's ſake, a truce to your heroics, 
cried Lady Booty, diſdainfully, but ſince you 
Ln ; ee 
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have unfortunately loſt thoſe © wonderful won- 
ders,” by all means turn knight errant, and 
ſcour the kingdom until you have recovered 
ſuch precious treaſures. Ha! ha! ha! upon 5 
my word, my Lord, it muſt be confeſſed you 
have an admirable taſte. All the world al- 
lows that, Madam, ſaid he, ſmiling and bow- 
ing, in the admiration I expreſs for Lady 
Booty. Well hit off, faith, cried Sir Tho- 

as, laughing; now, my Lady, you muſt al- 
low poor Meanwell to have taſte in his de- 
voirs, and, for my part, I liked Mrs. Wood- 
ville and her girls fo well that I am ſorry we 


did not know a little more of them, but fince 


they are gone, why, we muſt endeavour to. 
amuſe ourſelves as well as We Can. 
Dusan this converſation Lord 4 was 
uried in thought, he was at no loſs to ac- 
count for the abrupt departure of the ladies, 
and there was ſomething he obſerved in Sel- 
wyn's looks and manners, which, added ta his 
: queſtion, inclined him to think that gentle- 
man was alſo in the ſecret; in conſequence, 
of which he reſolved to look N alter 
= Ul 5 . him 
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him—he found his mind run more upon Miſs 
Woodville than he ſuſpected, and poſſibly a 
material alteration might have taken place in 


his ſentiments, had not ſhe, by her own folly, 
turned tables — herſelf. 


Mean time Selwyn received the promiſed 
letter, and was rejoiced to hear of their ſafety, 
and as the Booty party talked of returning 
to town, and preſſed Lord A to accompany | 
them, he alſo mentioned his deſign of quit- 
ting the Hall, and having taken a double in- 

ventory of the furniture, plate, and other 
things, the ptoperty of the young ladies, with 
a receipt from his Lordſhip as his acquitance, 
: three days previous to their talked of journey, 
he took leave of the company, and ſteered 
his courſe towards Swindon, having firſt ſe- 
_ cured a letter of Evelyn's to Mrs. Woodville. 


On his arrival at the farm, he was received 

with great joy by her and Julia, but Miſs 
Ellen looked at him with a cquntenance ex- 
. preſſive of anger and diſdain; ſhe ſaw her ſuſ- 
picions confirmed, and confidered him as her 

; : greateſt 
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greateſt enemy. Unfortunately ſhe had all 
the violence, pride, and impetuoſity of her 
unhappy father, ſhe could not brook oppo- 


ſition to her favorite views, and being far gone 


in romance, and the delightful idea of being 


2 perſecuted heroine, inſtead of reflecting on 
her laſt converſation with Lord A—, and the 
| ſentiments he had avowed, with horror and 

deteſtation, ſhe thought only of the ſplendour 
that ſurrounded him, the dreſs, equipage and 

ſervants, the delights of London, the gaiety 


of Lady Booty, and her ſociety, to which ſhe 


might be introduced—in ſhort, ſhe dwelt on, 
and magnified every poſſible advantage with- 
out conſidering what ſhe muſt forfeit to poſ- 
ſeſs them: Then the idea of being too cun- 
ning for her mother, her triumph over her 
grand counſellor, Selwyn, and the humble, 


unaſpiring, ſpiritleſs Julia, all theſe conſider- 


ations acting together, ſilenced the riſing mo- 
nitor within, repreſſed the whiſperings of con- 
ſcience, and lulled modeſty and delicacy, 


; _ thoſe guardians of her honor, aſleep. Un- 


Happy girl! for a time you may ſubdue the 
: „„ 1 
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reproving voice of conſcious virtue, you may 
feel pleaſure in the blandiſhments of vice, 
but ſhort-lived is that pleaſure which is cloſely 
followed by ſhame and never-ending remorſe. 


Mr. Selwyn procured lodgings in the vil- 
lage for a few days, and advertiſed for a houſe 
in that or the neighbouring county. Mrs. 
Woodville was undetermined where to ſettle, 
ſhe wiſhed to conſult the pleaſure of her chil- 
dren, and though living in a city or public 
town by no means accorded with her incli- 
nations, yet ſhe thought it would not be pro- 
per to ſhut up her children in the country, 
ſhe remembered Mr. Evelyn had ſpoken very 
highly of Chicheſter, as agenteel ſociable place, 
and whilſt ſhe had it in contemplation to write 


him upon the ſubject, ſhe received a letter of _ 


grateful thanks from him and his mother for 
the favors beſtowed upon them by Lord A— 
and requeſting her commands previous to - 
their quitting the caſtle. She was extremely 
- ſurpriſed, and although rejoiced at the com- 
fortable proviſion made for thoſe worthy : 
folks, felt a mixture of vexation and regret, 
that 
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that a man fo ready to oblige, and could ſo 
gracefully confer an obligation, as in this in- 
ſtance Lord A— had done, ſhould act ſo in- 
conſiſtently, and deſign irreparable injury to 
thoſe who might naturally have expected his 
protection from the inſults of others, 


| That day the had invited Mr. Schryn to 


dine with them previous to his leaving Swin- 
don, to look at a houſe about forty miles off; 


ſhe took occaſion to mention the contents of 


Mr. Evelyn's letter at table, all were unani- 
mous in beſtowing juſt praiſes on his Lord- 
ſhip's liberality, and the filence he had ob- 
ſerved as to the donation. Ellen exulted, 


and in the joy ſne expreſſed, obſerved, with 8 


5 ſome ſeverity, the favor was more immedi- 


ately done to them, becauſe they had recom- 
mended Mr. Evelyn, and a very grateful and 
polite return his Lordſhip has met with, no 
doubt, for his kindnets and hofpuality,” glance- 
ing her eyes on Mr. Selwyn as ſhe pronounced 
the laſt word. I am always . grateful, Ellen, 


anſwered her mother, for every proof of ci- 


vility and kindneſs, but 1 muſt be allowed to 
| — Ciſcriminate . 
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diſcriminate, and ſometimes a ſingle action or 
intention may overthrow the merit of twenty 
preceding good ones: However, not to enter 
on a diſagreeable ſubject, I requeſt your opi- 
nions what we had beſt do with reſpect to the 


Caſtle; we cannot ſell it until Julia is of age, 


1 ſuppoſe, and if the Evelyn s leave it the | 
place will ſoon be in ruins. I ſhould think, 
Madam, ſaid Mr. Selwyn, that if it is in . 

pair, and you advertiſe it, you may poſſibly 
let the eſtate to advantage —a friend of mine 
ſome time ago was very deſirous of ſuch a 


fttuation, and if you ladies approve of it, I 0 


will write to him. This offer was accepted 
with thanks, and the following morning Mr. 
5 RE took leave of them. 


5 They bad | now high three weeks at the 
farm, Ellen appeared more reconciled to her 
ſtituation, ſhe amuſed herſelf with enquiring 
into the different employments of the family, 
' talked with the milk maids, ſeemed diverted 
with the plough boys, and frequently rambled 
about the meadows adjoining the houſe, wit 
a book or her netting. Mrs. Woodville was 
delighted 


ä —— v —— - 
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delighted with the change, ſhe ſought every 
poſſible method to entertain her, among other 
things promiſed the next year ſne would take 
her to Bath, and 'till then would endeavour 
to fix in ſome cheerful town, where they 
might form a pleaſant ſociety—a tranquillity 
they had long been ſtrangers to ſeemed to 
pervade through the family, and they all talked 

with pleaſure on the proſpect of ſoon b ing 
the * ö 95 


One morning, when breakfaſt was over, | 
Ellen taking her work-bag on her arm, and 


| throwing her cloak abour her ſhoulders, ſaid 


ſhe ſhould ſtroll into the meadow. If you 
will wait a little I ſhall be ready to accom- 
| pany you, ſaid Julia. You may follow, re- 
1185 plied the other careleſsly, you know where 
to find me, by the ſide of the rivulet as uſual. 
She walked away, Mrs. Woodville and Julia 
remained in the room chatting for ſome time, 
at length the latter roſe up and propoſed 
joining her ſiſter; do ſo, my love, ſaid her 
mother, whilſt I write our worthy Evelyn, , 
1 perhaps for the laſt time, as I hope we ſhall 


Joon . 
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. 


ſoon ſee them, and I hope procure a OY 
x dence at no great diſtance from each other, 
| Julia went through the yard into the meadow 
towards the rivulet ; on coming to the bank 
no Ellen was there, ſhe looked on all ſides 
without ſeeing the object ſhe was in ſearch of, 
ſhe traverſed the meadow round to no pur- 
poſe—ſurely, thought ſhe, Ellen was wrong 
E to go into the fields alone, but ſhe cannot be 
= far off. She then croſſed the ſtyle, and walked 
through the next field, throwing her eycs 
| round the adjacent ones where nothing met 
them but the harmleſs ſheep. She called 
| aloud and repeatedly, no anſwer was returned. 
Extremely alarmed ſhe haſtened back to the ; 
meadow, and from thence ſearched the gar- 
dens, but all in vain. Returning to the yard 
| the enquired of one of the men loading a hay 
cart, if he had ſeen her ſiſter. Yes, my lady, 
I ſaw the young lady go out of the yard, and 
down the lane an hour or more ago; aye, 
added the other, and I ſe ed the gentlewoman 
g0 into a chaiſe as I was bringing up the 
cart. Into a chaiſe, repeated Juli, terrified 
ys 7 - 
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to death, and why did you not come and in- 
form us of it? Why ſure, Miſs, how ſhould 
know you did not know it; to be ſure ſhe's 
only gone for a little ride, for ſhe told me 
ſo. You ſpoke to her then? Lord, no, not 
J, but as I doff't my hat ſhe ſaid, how do 
you do friend, I am going to take a bit of a 
ride; fo the gentleman helped her in, and fo 
| ſhe'll come home again by and bye, I war- 
rant, Madam. What road did they take, 
aſked Julia, ſcarce able to ſpeak. That I 
can't fay, my lady, becauſe the croſs roads are 
a little below the end of the lane. Good 
God! cried Julia, tottering in and hardly 
ſtrength to ſupport her ſteps; what can I ſay 
to my mother, yet I muſt not delay the in- 
 telligence, ſhe may yet be overtaken. 


She entered her mother's apartment more 
dead than alive, Mrs. Woodville was at work, 
ſhe looked up at her entrance, the work 
dropped from her hands, and uttering an ex- 
clamation, Oh! Julia, what 1s the matter, are 
you ill? Whereis Ellen? Poor Julia throw- 
ing her (elf 1 into a chair, do not be alarmed, 
N Madam, 
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Madam, my ſiſter is well, but But what, cried 
her mother. She is, I fear, carried off, re- 
plied Julia, ſeeing her mother ſinking from 
her chair, in an agony not to be deſcribed, 
ſhe ran to her, my dear mother, take com- 
fort, ſhe may return; ſhall I ſend men to en- 
quire on the different roads? Yes, yes, was 
all Mrs. Woodville could utter. Her daugh- 
ter rang the bell; Sally take care of your 

miſtreſs—ſhe flew down airs, and explain- 
ing her reaſons to the farmer's wife, by her 
aſſiſtance procured three men to tet off on the 
croſs- roads, and gain intelligence which turn- 
_ "Pike the carriage paſt through: She returned 
to her mother, who was in a ſituation moſt 
truly pitiable. Ohl Julia, your poor deluded 


ſiſter, againſt knowledge, againſt advice and 


conviction, has thrown herſelf into the power 
of Lord A—. Unhappy girl, but more un- 
happy mother! I thought the meaſure of my 
woes was full, alas! this ſtroke was yet to 
prove, I live to ſuffer more. Here grief 
overpowered ſpeech, ſhe looked up to heaven 
for comfort, and, CIT the hands of Julia, 


"held 
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held them to her throbbing breaſt in ſpeech- 


lels woe. 


In leſs than an hour the men returned: — 


Their intelligence was very unſatisfactory— 


A chaiſe with a gentleman and lady, (the 
glaſſes drawn up) had paſſed ſwiftly through 


the turnpike towards the London road, and 5 


attended by two ſervants, but they did not 
obſerve the arms or the liveries. They had 


very little doubt but that Lord A— had taken 


her to London, and Mrs Woodville deter- 


mined to follow them inſtantly, although but 
| little able to bear the fatigue, I muſt, I will, 
ſaid ſhe, endeavour to preſerve my unhappy 
child; if I ſucceed I am happy, if not my 
wretchedneſs is complete: Whilſta carriage 
was ſent for, Sally packed up a few neceſſa- 


ries, and in doing that diſcovered all Miſs 
Woodville's linen was gone, and one black 
{11k dreſs; this proved the whole had been 4 
premeditated contrivance, and that ſome one 


had been affiſting, which indeed was the 
truth; for after Selwyn's arrival, Ellen grew 
every * more diſſatisfied, and, at length, 
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quite deſperate, ſhe wrote to Lord A—, und 
offered to leave her mother if he could con- 
trive the means of her «eſcape, and having 
gained over one of the miik maids to take 
the letter to the poſt, and to have the anſwer 


addreſſed, under cover to her, to be left at 


the poſt-houſe ; ſhe very ſoon received a let- 


ter of joy and gratitude from his Lordſhip, 
and every thing was arranged without delay. 


He came privately down to Swindon two 
days after Selwyn left it, accompanied by two 
ſervants in whom he could confide; one of 


them had received her cloaths from the win- 
dow the night, previous to her elopement, and 
her good humour and frequent walks took 
place from the moment ſhe had written to 
Lord A, that ſhe might lull her mother and 
ſiſter into the belief of her returning content= 
ment, and fo eſcape ſuſpicion : Her whole 
plan ſucceeded, and his Lordſhip had taken 
his meaſures to avoid being troubled with 
complaints or remonſtrances, which was ta 


proceed diredtly to the continent. 


To 
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To this end he flew to Lady Booty, and 
propoſed a party to Paris for two or three 
months: She, very much offended with Lord 
Meanwell, who had began to flacken in his 
devoirs, and had not yet ſettled with herſelf, 
who, out of all her numerous followers ſhould 
be ſelected to ſucceed him, very readily fell 
in with the ſcheme; one difficulty indeed was 
ſtarted, who was to be her companion? She 
had no notion of being an unconcerned ſpec - 
tator of people's attentions to others; ſhe 


could eaſily prevail on Sir Thomas to be of 
the party, but another perſon muſt be added 


to enliven the ſcene. Whilſt they were con- 


ſidering this 1 important point, chance removed 
the difficulty, by bringing Mr. Granthey to 


viſit her, who was at that time a candidate for 
her favor; he came moſt opportunely, and 
ſhe ſeized the occaſion at once. Ah! Gran- 


they, what ſay you to an excurſion for two 
or three months o Paris, or the Lord knows 


where? I ſay, replied he eagerly, that I ſhall 
be ſupremely happy to attend Lady Booty 


any where or for ad time, Well, then, the 


thing. 
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Laing is concluded on: You are to know, 
Lord A—, a relation of his to whom he is 
guardian, Sir Thomas, and myſelf, propoſe 
going in a few days; you muſt mortify your- 
ſelf to be my eſcort, until our arrival, when 
perhaps a gay pariſian lady may deprive me 
of my beau, meantime hold yourſelf in rea- 
dineſs to attend me at an hour's notice; we 
females are capricious you know, and there- 
fore our departure may be as ſudden as our 
intention, which is the whim of the preſent 
moment, 


TO, The gentleman did not fail to aſſure her 
of his quick obedience to her commands, and 
the plan was ſettled in due form without con- 
ſulting Sir Thomas, who was conſidered as a 
meer cypher in the buſineſs, whom his Lady 
undertook to anſwer for. Lord A- knew 
her Ladyſhip too well not to ſuppoſe he muſt 
make ſome ſacrifices for her complaiſance, he 
therefore, after he left her, called at a Jewel- 
er's, and ſelecting a moſt ſuperb pair of 
' bracelets, ſent them for her acceptance, as an 
offering of 3 He then purſued his 
C intended 
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intended meaſures, took poſt for Swindoſi, 


and happily, as he TUBE ſucceeded 1 in his 
enterpriſe. 


Bold and romantic as Elen was, when ſhe 
found herſelf in the carriage alone with his 
Lordſhip, and remembered the deceit ſhe 
had been guilty of, and the diſtreſs of her mo- 
ther and ſiſter, ſhe trembled at her own te- 
merity, a crowd of painful thoughts obtruded, 
and when my Lord with tenderneſs and ex- 
ultation expreſſed his joy and gratitude, ſhe | 
burſt into tears. He was too well verſed in 
the human heart to be ſurpriſed at this fally, 
or to be at any loſs for thoſe ſoothing atten- 

tions which, by degrees, from a favored ob- 
[Jet leſſen ſorrow, and too often reconcile 

them to events their better judgment muſt 
condemn. He ſucceeded but too well, for by 
the time of their arrival in London few traces 
of regret were viſible in her countenance or 
behaviour. They drove immediately to Lady 
Booty's, ſhe was prepared to receive them, 


and had previouſly acquainted Sir Thomas 


of their intended excurſion to the continent, 
33 
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with the little addition only, that Mrs. Wood- 
ville had ſent for Lord A—, was reconciled 
to him, and had given leave to Miſs Wood- 
ville to be of their party. Sir Thomas, poor 
weak man, blindly ſubmiſſive to his Lady's 


wiſhes, neither reſiſted nor made any obſer. 


vations on the ſtory ſhe told him, but moſt 
readily accorded to every plan ſhe propoſed, 
and when his Lordſhip introduced Ellen, 
though evidently in a morning dreſs, and no 
ways prepared for a journey, he joined with 
his Lady in giving her what he called a hearty 
welcome, and in leſs than four hours, fo pre- 
cipitate were their meaſures, they were on 


their road to Dover without the ſervants at 
either houſe knowing their intended route. oY 


: SY TIRING 1 en 1 Woodville, 
Julia, and their ſervant, arrived in town with- 


ina few hours after Lord A— had left Lon- 
don, and drove directly to his houſe; the 
porter aſſured them his Lordſhip was gone 
into the country ſome days before on a viſit 
and would not be in towm until the following 
5 week : Miſerable and e he unhap- 
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py mother aſked a thouſand queſtions, but to 
no manner of purpoſe, for the man really 

ſpoke what he believed to be truth. As they 
were about to drive from the door, Lady 

Booty darted into her mind, ſhe haſtily en- 
quired if he knew where her Ladyſhip re- 
ſided, and was directly informed in Curzon- 

Street, thither ſhe ordered the carriage, and 
equally unſatisfactory was the account ſhe re- 
ceived there. Almoſt diſtracted ſhe demand- 

ed if Lord A—, or a young Lady dreſſed in 

mourning had been there? The lervant rea- 

dily replied in the affimative, and added, they 

had accompanied Sir Thomas and their Lady ; 

out of town, bur they knew not where. Mrs, 

Woodville claſped her hands in an agony, 

and at that moment Whilſt the driver was en- 

quiring where he was next to drive, Lord 

Meanwell came to the door; looking in at 

the carriage, he appeared extremely rnit 

at ſeeing the ladies, and much more ſo at 
their apparent diſtreſs; he eagerly offered 
his hand, the door being open, ſuppoſing they 
were going to alight : : Mrs. Woodville re- 
e Qi | 
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jecting his aſſiſtance, cried out, O, my Lord, 
tell me, tell me, where is my child, where is 
Ellen? Good God! Madam, anſwered he, 
ao you mean Miis Woodville? I have not 
ſeen her, is ſhe in town? O, I know not, 
ſhe replied, where ſhe is, or whither they have 
carried her, Who has carried her, aſked his 
Lord:hip. Why, Lord A—, Sir T homas, 
and Lady Booty, they have deprived me of 
my daughter, ſhe has fled from me to accom- 


pany them, and where 1 know not: Good iſ 


heavens preſerve my ſenſes ! O, Ellen, Ellen. 


. , Compoſe yourlelf, deareſt Madam, ſaid Lord 


Meanwell, permit me to fee you ſafe home, 
and I wil endeavour to trace this affair, and 
: bring you, I hope, ſatisfactory intelligence. 
Home! repeated Julia, we have no home in 
town, we have ar rived within this hour, nor 
do I know where we can go to. Honor me, 
then, dear Mrs. Woodville, by driving im- 
media:cly to my houle in Groſvenor- Square, 
for a few hours at leaſt, reſt yourſelf there, 
and I will t-ke your commands and ſerve you 


io the utmoſt cf my power. I accept your 
: 5 oller 
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offer, my Lord, for the preſent, I feel myſelf 
W very ill, and know not a ſingle being in this 
town now, in whoſe houſe I could claim a 
welcome. A hackney coach was directly 
procured, into which Julia inſiſted upon AC- 
companying the ſervant, whilſt his Lordſhip 
took her — by the ſide of her mother. 


. Overcome with grief and terror, Mrs. 
woodville ſcarcely thought of Lord Mean- 
Vell as a new acquaintance, or reflected on 
me extraordinary appearance their coming ſo 
Junexpectedly, and under ſuch evident pertur- 
bation, to his houſe, muſt make on his ſer- 
Jrants; ſhe readily, in her diſtreſs, laid hold 
Jof the firſt friendly hand that offered aſſiſt- 
Jance, forgetful of perſons or circumſtances. 
When they ſtopped in Groſvenor-Square, 
Ius Lordſhip in the moſt reſpectful manner 
conducted them to the drawing-room, and 
ſending for the houſekeeper, a worthy and 
reſpectable woman, introduced the ladies as 
his particular friends, Juſt arrived from the 
country, * had met with an accident 1 in 


C2 ; their 
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their journey, that had greatly diſcompoſed 
them, and requeſted Mrs. INorris would or- 
der proper refreſhments, and pay the moſt 
alliduous attention to all their commands du. 
ring his abſence, as he was going our to gain 
further intelligence reſpecting the accident 
which had given the ladies ſo much concern, 
With a profound bow he left them, the houſe. 
keeper, happy in obeying her Lord, and {vill 
1 more ſo to attend on ladies, for whom, at fuſt 
ght, ſhe felt intereſted, for the good and-be- 

nevolent heart ever ſympathizes with the diſ- 

treſſed, exeried herſelf to procure every ne- 

ceſſary and, comfort; ſhe faw Mis. V oud- 

ville was faint, and weary, ſhe perſuaded her 

to repoſe a few hours, Julia joined in the re 
; gqueſt, and with fete difficul ity ſhe was per- 
ſuaded to ret.re ; exhauſted and f. viritlef> ſhe 
| had ſcarce ſtrepgth to oppoſe them, ard ac- 
c(ompanied by ker davghter and Sally, went 

to the apartment made ready for her. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


ORD MEANWELL, who was dying 
with curioſity, on leaving the houſe, re- 
| aired to Lord A—'s, and, after a multitude 
of queſtions, was convinced ſome ſecret buſi- 
neſs had been tranſacted, but of what nature, 
or to what place his Lordſhip had retired, 
they all proteſted entire ignorance. Without 
gaining any fatisfaCtion, either there or at Lady 
Booty” 85 farther than the deſcription of the 
young lady who accompanied her, he was re- 
turying home, when he met young Granthey, 
a ſtudent in the temple, who ſmiling, and af- 
ſekting an air of ſurpriſe, Ah! my Lord, I 
utrle expected to meet you, but rather con- 
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cluded you was far on the road to Dover by 
this time. To Dover! repeated Lord Mean. 
well, how came that idea acroſs your thoughts, 
Jack? Very naturally, replied the cther, 
when I heard your idol, your enchanting 
Lady Booty, was gone there. She to Dover? 
cried his Lordſhip eagerly, pray who informed 
you ſo? My brother, ſaid Granthey, I was 
with him this-morning early, when he had a 
| ſummons to attend Lady Booty, he prepared 
to obey immediately, told me he was going 
to ſet off with a party to the continent, gave 
me a few orders relative to his affairs, and 
flew out of the houſe like a lapwing; I con- 
cluded of courſe you was in the party, but 
from your ignorance of the matter I begin to 
think you are jockeyed, my Lord, and that 
my gay brother has ſupplanted you. Tis 
even fo, Jack, replied his Lordſhip, affecting 
a a careleſs air, womens favors are like fairy 
ones, you know very little ſtability in them, 
therefore I muſt conſole myſelf with ſome 
other fair ; then ſlightly ſhaking his hand, he 
walked home as ſpeedily as poſſible. _ 
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He had now moſt fortunately found a clue 
to guide him; he knew Lady Booty and her 
new favorite were equally profligate and un- 
principled, a young woman as an aſſociate 
with them, was 1n a dangerous ſituation; Lord 
A, he had always underſtood, was a man of 
honor, but his paſſion for women was well 
known, and therefore Miſs Woodville ftood 
in a dreadful point of view with no other 
companions ; for, as to Sir Thomas, the un- 
| bounded ſway his Lady had acquired over 
him rendered him a mere automaton, He 
heſitated for ſome time whether he ſhould 
communicate his intelligence to Mrs. Wood- 
ville or not, but concluding a dreadful cer- 
tainty could not be more painful than a fright- 
ſul ſuſpence, and tormenting doubts, he en- 
tered the houſe, much affe cted, that he could 
: give no comfort to an 1 afflicted parent. 


Mrs. Norris told Kim Mrs. Woodville's 
fituacion, and that the young lady was in the 
dreſſing-room, giving way to that ſorrow ſhe | 
appeared to ſuppreſs before her mother. — 
Lord Meanwell requeſted ſhe would make his 
BS of”; eee 
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reſpects to the young lady, and beg permiſ- 
ſion to wait on her; in a ſew minutes Mrs. 
Norris returned, accompanied by Julia, wheſe 


countenance bore evident traces of an uneaſy 


mind. As he roſe to meet her, ſhe ſaid, I ; 
took the liberty to wait on you in the library, 


my Lord, leſt any intelligence you have to 


communicate might reach my mother's ears; 
for heaven's ale give me comfort if you can. 
How very happy, my dear Madam, ſhould I 
feel, if that was poſſible. Oh then, cried 
ſhe, ſay, tell me, have you found my ſiſter? 
His Lordſhip entreated her to calm the agi- | 
tations of her mind, and then related what 
young Granthey had told him: Seeing her 
5 pale and trembling, tell me, dear Madam, 
added he, what I ſhall do, I will inſtantly pur- 
| ſue them, if yeu approve of it, to overtake 
them is impoſſible, but ſhould the packet be 
detained, or not be ready for ſailing, I may 
come. up with them before they Rave En- 
gland. And what then, cried Julia, weeping, 
what can your preſence avail againſt a deter- 
mined Rar 1 the has voluntarily quitted us, 
ens therelore 
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therefore ſmall is the hope that any perſua- 
Gons, or even compulſion, would induce her 
lo return: had ſne been in town, could ſhe 
have viewed the heart- breaking agonies of a 
tender mother, I know, I am ſure, he could 
not have been indifferent; but now, alas! 
| now all is over, and ſhe is loſt for ever, unleſs 
; indeed my mother could undertake the jour- 
ney. If the can, anſwered his Lordihip, I 
will be your eicort, command my lite, my 
ſortune, they are at your diſpoſal. The car- 
neſtneſs with which he ſpoke ſurpriſed Julia, 
and inſtantly recollecting her ſituation, alone 
Wich a young nobleman, to whoſe character 
ſhe was a ſtranger, and whoſe connexions 
that ſhe had known, certainly did him no cre- 
dit, her delicacy caught the alarm, and riſing 
abruptly, my mother is infinitely obliged to 
your Lordſhip, faid ſhe, and I ſhall not fail to 
acquaint her with your kindneſs, at the ſame 
time that I muſt wound her by the intelli- 
gence Py have related. 


Without waiting for a pl ſhe haſtened 5 
out of the room and returned to her mother's 
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apartment, who, finding ſhe could procure ng 
reit, was juſt then lifted from the bed. Is 
Lord Meanwell returned ? ſhe aſked. Yes, 
Madam, replied her daughter, in a mournful 
tone, and ſoftening the circumſtances and cha- 
racers of the companions of her flight, ſhe 
_ acquainted her that Ellen was gone to Paris, 
adding, as Sir Thomas is with them there i; 
not, my dear mother, fo much impropriety 
as we apprehended, perhaps 'tis only a little 
pleaſurable party, and my ſiſter will ſoon re- 
turn, or even now may be overtaken at 
Dover if you could with to take the] Journey 
and prevent her little excurſion. 


Mrs. Woodville looking 3 at her 
daughter, repeated, little excurſion Ah 
Julia, you do not think as you ſpeak; if in- 
deed ſhe is with ſuch company, and is deter- 
mined on ſuch a wild diſreputable ſcheme, i 
would be a vain attempt to purſue them: 
Ungrateful girl, cried ſhe, vain indeed would 
be my tears or perſuaſions, ſor not one 
ſpark of virtue can inhabit that boſom which 
OT harbours ingratitude and want of affection to- 


wards 


| it le would return. 
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wards a parent! She has planted thorns in my 
heart, may they never wound her own. A 
violent paroxiſm of tears, though they diſ- 
treſſed Julia, yet gave ſome eaſe to her over- 
charged heart, and brought her to a little 
more compoſure. Julia repeated Lord Mean- 
well's offer to follow them to Dover. I am 
much obliged to him, ſaid ſhe, but by no 
means would I have him engaged in ſuch an 
enterpriſe; if he will find me an expreſs, 1 
will write to Lord A—, and to my daughter, 
for I feel ſhe is ftill my child, if my letters 
have no effect I muſt ſubmit to my misfor- 
tune, for never will I engage or hazard the 
life of any man on my account. An expreſs 
was inſtantly procured, and the afflicted mo- 

ther wrote in the moſt ſupplicating ſtile to 
both, and enſured entire forgiveneſs to Ellen 


After theſe letters were -difoarched: the res. 
queſted to ſee Lord Meanwell; he immedi- 
_ ately attended her: She returned him thanks 
for his politeneſs and hoſpitality, adding, that 
| the muſt be further m_ to him, by de- 
: Cc 6 Sn firing, 
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firing he would permit Mrs. Norris to en- 
quire out a commodious apartment for a few 
days, until ſhe ſaw the effect her letters might 
produce, and recover ſtrength to return into 
the country. His Lordſhip beſought her in 
the moſt earneſt manner to remain at his 
houſe, but he could not prevail; — She was 
thankful for his kindneſs, but ſhe ſaw the im- 
propriety of having Julia there, an inmate of 
his houſe, and reflected, with ſorrow, that ſhe 
had been prevailed upon, againſt her Jude - 
ment, to viſit Lord A—, at Woodville Hall, 
from which viſit originated her preſent diſ- 
treſs. When his Lord hip found ſhe perſe- 
vered ia her reſolution, he politely gave up 
the point, and Mrs. Norris very ſoon found 
accommodations for them, in South Audley- 1 
Street, to which they removed that evening; 
but Hrs. Woodville appeared ſo weak and 
ii, chat ne was obliged to be put to bed 
very ſoon after ſhe had taken ra „ 
her apartments, 


Poor 1418 who hid hitherto, from the | 
tranſaction s of that and che proveding: day, 
TL been 
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deen in a ſtate of ſurpriſe, affliction, and hurry, 
that almoſt took from her the power of re- 


| collection, and had heard | every thing with 
a ſort of ſtupefaction, that, to an indiffe- 


rent obſerver, denoted inſenſibility; now 
that her mother was retired to bed, the ſer- 
vant employed in ſettling their little matters, 
and ſhe was, for the firſt time, alone, and ca- 


pable of reviewing the fituation of her mo- 


ther and fitter, a crowd of painful images 


darted upon her mind, and reduced her to a 
ſtate of the moſt cruel diſtreſs. Alas! thought 
ſhe, we are alone in the world, without friends 
or relations, the only one on whom we ſeemed 
to have any claim upon for protection, is 
our bittereſt enemy! Why, O, why, did we 
erer leave Woodland Caſtle. Dear unhappy 
Ellen, what a fate have you marked out for 


yourſelf! Happily a flood of tears came to 


her relief from the oppreſſion ſhe felt at her 
breaſt; ſhe ſofght to look round for conſo- 


| htion, the indulged a faint hope that her 


iter, though imprudent, might not be cri- 
minal; there was a party, Sir Thomas Booty 
one of them, he was an e! elderly marricd man, 


ſurely 
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furely he would not countenance any very 
glaring improprieties—there was alfo a pro- 
| bability her mother's letters might (if they 
were overtaken at Dover) prevail upon Ellen 
to return. 


Julia endeavoured, by theſe pleaſing illu. 
ſions, to ſpeak peace to her mind; ſhe then 
| reverted to the Evelyns, to Mr. Selwyn, and 
laſtly to Lord Meanwell : How could ] pre- 
ſume to complain that we had no friends, {aid 
ſhe, there is no judging decidedly on the 
hearts of men, tis true, but ſurely I ought to 
think favorably of thoſe who have ſerved us , 
apparently with ſo much diſintereſtedneſs; 1 
will not, then, repine, but truſt that the good 
and gracious being who ſees the unmerited 
afffictions of my poor mother will enable her 
to bear them, and in his own good time af- 
ford her peace and comfort. 


Mrs. Woodville had a reſtleſs night, ſhe 
ſighed deeply, but ſpoke very little: In the 
morning, when ſhe aroſe, Julia was ſhocked | 
to ſee the alteration gricf and fatigue had 


made | 
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made in her perſon; ſhe could eat nothing, 
her nerves were in a dreadful ſtate, and ſne 


could ſcarcely ſupport herſelf in her chair. 


My dear mother, ſaid ſhe, for heaven's ſake 
try to be more compoſed ; look upon your 


poor Julia, you are her only friend in the 
world ; will you not endeavour, added ſhe, 
kiſſing her hand, to live for my ſake, or muſt 
we ſink into the grave together? Alas! 


my child, rephed the unhappy mother, J fear 
tis in the grave only I can hope for peace; 


yet, to leave you alone in this bad world, ex- 
poſed to all its evils, a friendleſs unprotected 
young woman, almoſt a ſtranger to its deceits, 


and the various ſhapes in which temptation 
aſſails the young and amiable; to leave you, 5 
my Julia, under ſuch circumſtances, i is an 
idea beyond all others the moſt painful, and to 
preſerve you I wiſh for life, though certain 
that my future days muſt be clouded with 
affliction and forrow. Julia endeavoured, by 
every art in her power, to inſpire hope, and 
blunt the edge of the preſent calamity, whilſt 
Mrs. 1 for her ſake, ſtifled her 


Stief, 
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grief, and aſſumed a compoſure very foreign 
to her heart. 


About noon they received a card from 


Lord Meanwell, © with his compliments ro 
enquire after their health, and a requeſt that 
he might be permitted to introduce his ſiſter, 
Lady Suſan Morgan, to them.” They orate- 
fully felt this attention of his Lordſhip, to 


their ſituation, and, without he ſitation, ac- 


cepted the offered favor. 


There is much delicacy in his Lordſhip's 
| behaviour, I confeſs, ſaid Mrs. Woodville, at 
the ſame time we are ſtrangers to his cha- 
racter, and the little we do know of him i is 
not much to his advantage ; as an acquaint- 
ance of Lord A—, and an attendant on Lady 
Booty, he does not appear in the beſt point 
of view, and I muſt regret that neceſſity bas 
compelled me to be obliged to him; re- 
member, my dear girl, thoſe circumſlances, 
and the recent duplicity, by which . 
ſuch ſevere ſufferers, and be on your guard 
againſt the ſpecious appearances of kindneſs 
£46 1 N „ 
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and civility in mankind, Who, too generally, 


have their own ſelfiſn ends to gratify, My 
dear mother, an{wered ihe, you ſhail ever be 
my guide and my monitor, this heart ſhall 
be always open to your view, and from its 


openneſs and candour in my judgment of man- 
kind, you will be competent to direct my 
opinions, which I truſt ſhall deſerve your ap- 
probation. Mrs. Woodville thanked her 


with her tears, for at that moment painful 
retroſpections precluded words. 


Ut was near three o'clock when a thunder- 


ing at the door announced their viſitors : — 


Lord Meanwell conducted a moſt elegant 
| woman, between thirty and forty, whoſe coun- 
tenance beamed with good- humour and com- 


placent! kindneſs: : Having introduced them 
to each other, and enquired with earneſtneſs 


| after their health, Lady Suſan, addreſſing her- | 


ſelf to Mrs. Wogdville, ſaid, ] hope, my dear 
Madam, you will pardon the freedom of this 
early viſit, but my brother delaying his at- 


tendance on me yeſterday, to fulfil an engage- 
ment, I demanded a \; proper” apology, and I 
alloued 
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allowed it to be an unanſwerable one, when 
he mentioned the arrival in town of two ladies, 
who had honored him with their friendſhip 
in the country. We have indeed, replied 
Mrs. Woodville, ſeeing her Ladyſhip pauſeqd, 
many obligations to ray Lord's politeneſs, but 
I am concerned — Not a word of concern, 


ſaid Lady Suſan haſtily, you ſee what ample 


amends he has made me for his non-attend- 
_ ance, and I made it the condition of his par- 
don, that he ſhould permit me to ſhare in the 


pleaſure of entertaining his friends; this muſt 
apologize for the preſent intruſion — 1 hate 
form and etiquette, I love ſeciety and unre- 
ſerved converſation, my brother's friends 
muſt be mine, and I hape you will allow the 
claim. 


The livelineſs and frankneſs of this addreſs 


charmed both mother and daughter, the for- 
mer gratefully acknowledged her obligations, 


the latter was filent, but her eyes ſpoke a 
great deal. My brother tells me, ſaid Lady 
Suſan, that you have not been in town for 


ſome years, I hope, therefore, my dear ladies, 


10 
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you will permit me to be your chaperon, do 


not be ſurpriſed at the earneſtneſs with which 
I folicit the pleaſure cf your acquaintance, 
Lord Meanwell, as times go, is a very toler- 


able young man, we have been always great 


friends; I was married early in life, and left 
a widow at fix and twenty; Henry has been 
my comforter and companion, but we have 
ſeparate houſes for many obvious reaſons ; 
every one who pays him attention wins my 
heart, and the tax for their civilities to him 


is, to be compelled to let me ſhare them, 


for J will not permit him to monopolize, yet 
he has been rather a truant of late, and was 
certainly indebted to me for the pleaſure F- 
| now feel to make his peace. Mrs. Wood- 
ville, whoſe ſpirits were extremely low, found 
ſome difficulty in expreſſing her ſenſe of the 
honor and pleaſure ſhe received by this kind 
viſit ; Julia ſaid a few words in a oraceful ; 
manner, that charmed her viſitor after chat- 
ting for half an hour, ſhe requeſted ſhe might 
be permitted to ſend her phyſician to Mrs. 


Woodville, and alſo mien to > Call c on her 
very. fre: quently, 
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The firſt was politely declined, the other 
requeſt accepted with expreſſions of gratitude 


and eſteem. His Lordihip, on their taking 
| leave, :fured the ladies, the moment the ex- 
prels arrived he would wait on them. When 
they had left the houſe, Julia warmly expati- 
| ated on the friendly attentions of Lady Suſan; 
What a charming woman! ciied ſhe, what 
- mingled freedom and dignity! how unlike 
that bold aſſuming Lady Booty; the one in- 
ſpires you with love and confidence, the other 


diſguſts and creates contempt, I own your 
- obſervation is juſt, replied Mrs. Woodville, 


but, my dear girl, we muſt not haſtily form 
our judgments on a firſt interview; I have 

- ſeen many perſons equally pleaſing as Lady 
Suſan, whom a nearer acquaintance with, diſ- 
covered follies, ſometimes vices, latent in the 
heart, that greatly overballanced the ſpecious 

appearances which at firſt might challenge 


ecteem. But, dear Madam, ſaid her da augh- 


ter, would it not be very unjuſt to be ſuſpi- 5 


- cious, where there can be no ſelfiſh ends to 


_ gratify?. W. hat but bir dneſs o her n 8 
and : 
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and a compliment to us, could induce her to 
viſit you? You think with that candour and 


liberality a young mind ought to feel, replied 


her mother, and far be it from me to judge 
unfavorabfy of Lady Suſan, my obſervations 
were ſuch as a more intimate knowledge of 


the world may juſtify; yet, God forbid there 
| ſhould not be very many exceptions, and as 


her Ladyſhip can neither derive honor nor 


pleaſure from her acquaintance with us, we 
are doubtleſs obliged to her for her kind viſit, 


and alſo to Lord Meanwell for his polite 
conſideration. Fatigued by her little exer- 


tions and ſufferings, by the moſt cruel anxiety 


from the ſuſpenſe ſhe endured, Mrs. Wocd- 
ville was obliged to retire to her apartment, 


In the evening, between ten and; eleven, a 
| ſervant came with a packet from Lord Mean- 
well, with trembling hands Julia opened it at 
| the command of hor mother, who fat on the 
fide of her bed, ſcarce breathing, from the 
variety of e motions that oppreſſed: 3 5 
were two letters, one from Miſs Woodville, 
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the other from Lord A—: the contents of the 
young lady's was as follows. 


« I am extremely concerned, my dear mo- 
ther, you ſhould be ſo uneaſy, but I well 
knew you would refuſe your conſent (if I had 


applied for it) to let me accompany Sir Tho- 


mas and Lady Booty, therefore, to ſpare you 


and myſelf I left Swindon ſuddenly; and to 
avoid any ill natured remarks, I have this day 
choſen Lord A— my guardian, as I find the 
law allows me to do, and under his care, and 
in ſuch reſpectable company there can be no 
impropriety in taking a pleaſurable jaunt, for 
a few months: I hope my ſiſter will comfort 
and amuſe you during my abſence, and at my 
return I ſhall be happy to convince both of 


| my ee and affection. 


: Ellen Woodville,” ? 


Lord —A's Letter was ſimply this. 


Dear 


' ELLEN AND JULIA, 


Dear Madam, 


My fair couſin, Miſs Woodville, having 


done me the honor to chuſe me her guardian, 
under that title and her near relation I ſhall 


ſtrictly fulfil the duties enjoined me, and as 
her protector, accompany her in a tour of 
pleaſure with ſome particular friends. 


I have the honor to remain, &c. 


A—. 


5 During | the . reading theſe letters, | Mrs, | 


_ Woodville appeared | in the greateſt a agitations, 
and when Julia had finiſhed was for a few 


moments ſilent, but, with a deep ſigh, liſting 
up her hands and eyes, I am reſigned, ſaid 
ſhe, I ſubmit to evils I cannot cure, and hum- 
bly hope that unhappy girl may, in her new 
guardian, find a friend more intereſted for her 
happineſs than her forſaken parent; ſhe has 
wounded me deeply, and perhaps this ſtroke 


Was 


47 


4 ELLEN AND JULIA. 


was wanting to complete my miſeries, and in 
a ſhort time procure me everlaſting reſt. 


Julia, to whom this kind of compoſed de- 


ſpair was more terrible than the agonies ſhe 
had formerly witneſſed, threw her arms round 


her, and burſting into tears, beſought her to 


take comfort, and remember ſhe had another 


child, who had no protector but her. Her 


mother embraced her, you are my child, was 
UI ſhe ſaid. The meſſenger was ſtill in wait- 


ing, he had orders to enquire the ſtate of the 


ladies health. Julia ſent word her. mother ; 
continued very ill. They paſſed a ſleepleſs ; 
night, but Mrs. W oodvill, c neither wept nor 


com plained. 


In the morning, at an early hour for a Lady 
to be abroad, Lady Suſan came, attended by 
Doctor W. ſhe requeſted to ſee Julia. My 


dear young lady, ſaid ſhe, I have taken the 


- freedom of friendſhip to introduce my friend, 
Doctor W. let me entreat you to prevail on 
Mrs. Woodville to ſee him. With grateful 
thanks Julia flew to her mother, and, after 
f | ſome ; 
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ſome difficulty, ſucceeded in her requeſt, — | 
The Doctor, on his return to Lady Suſan, 

faid, I am ſorry to ſay, Madam, at preſent 1 
can be of no uſe, but by ordering little cor- 
dials, to raiſe the ſpirits, which are uncom- 
monly depreſſed, and require her own exer- 


tions, and the attentions of her friends, more 


than medicine. When the Doctor had writ- 
ten his preſcription, and taken his leave, Lady 
Suſan addreſſed Julia with an air of kindneſs, 
but with ſome heſitation: I fear, my dear 
Miſs Woodville, you will think me ſtrangely 

impertinent, to obtrude myſelf upon you 

without knowledge and with ſo little cere- 

mony, I will therefore frankly tell you, that 
my brother gave me to underſtand ſome par- 
ticular and unpleaſant buſineſs brought your 
mother ſuddenly to town, where you had 
neither relations nor acquaintance, having 
reſided for a number of years in a diſtant part 
of the kingdom; Here ſhe pauſed. Your 

Ladyſhip's information is perfectly juſt, an- 
ſyered Julia. Well, then I muſt add, conti- 
aved LadySuſan, my brother told me he had 
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ſpent ſome time with you at Woodville Hall, 


formerly your property, but by the entail 


now 1n poſſeſſion of Lord A—, your relation, 


u ho is, it ſeems, gone abroad. The very 
high encomiums Henry beſtowed on Mrs, 


and Miſs Woodville, and the unpleaſantneſs 


of your ſituation, induced me to wave all ce- 


remony and introduce myſelf; but 'tis poſ.. 
ſible I may have been guilty of an impropri- 


ety in the intruſion; you may diflike com- 


pany, if fo tell me frankly, for though I con- 
feſs I already feel an intereſt for your good 
mother and yourſelf, not for worlds would I 


occaſion the ſmalleſt difficulty, or give a mo- 


ment's pain by waiting upon. you unſcaſon- | 


ably, 


_Unteaſonnabys my dear Madam, replied 


Julia, her heart expanding at kindneſs ſhe 
had not been accuſtomed to, that is impoſ- 
| ſible, you do us both honor and pleaſure, my 


dear mother is highly - ſenſible of the favor; 


I know not, indeed; how long we {hall have 
the happinels to profit by your goodneſs, for 
] ſuppoſe, the moment my mother can bear 


rravelling 


— 
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travelling we ſhall return to Swindon. I 


hope not, anſwered her Ladyſhip ; however, 


we muſt try to reſtore her ſpirits, and if in 
any ſhape I can be inſtrumental, command 
me as freely as you would an old friend. — 
Julia thanked her with - tears ſcarcely ſup- 
preſſed, and at her requeſt went to her mo- 
ther, whom ſhe met coming towards the 
drawing room— ſhe entered with a compo- 
ſure, and, at the ſame time, with a look of 
ſuch fixed woe, as ſurpriſed and ſhocked Lady 


| Suſan ; ſhe thanked her Ladyſhip for her 


kind viſit, and acknowledged her obligations 
to Lord Meanwell. Lady Suſan earneſtly 


requeſted they would” do her the honor of 


dining at her houſe the following day. Jam 
infinitely obliged to your Ladyſhip, anſwered - 


Mrs. Woodville, but the buſineſs which 


brought me to town is now finiſhed, and con- 
ſequently I ſhall return within a few days; we 
came entirely unprepared to pay viſits, and 
therefore I truſt your Ladyſhip will pardon | 
me for declining an honor, which, in other 
circumſtances we ſhould embrace with plea- 


. 
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fure. Lady Suſan was too polite to urge the 
point, but flattered herſcit ihe ſhouid, at lome 
future opportunity, be permitted to cultivate 
an acquaintance that promiſed her ſo much 
gratification. As Mrs. Woodville was about to 
anſwer, Mr. Selwyn was announced: Toy 
was viſible in her eyes, but when he entered 
| ſhe had ſcarce the power to introduce him to 
Lady Suſan, before ſhe funk almoſt fainting 
into her chair. Her Lady mip having alliſt- 
ed in her recovery, very conſiderately took 
leave, but not before ſhe had received a preſ- 
ſing invitation to breakfaſt with them the 
following morning, 
| When ſhe left & ; room Mrs. wv o0dy! ill 
exclaimed, Oh, Mr. Selwyn, Lord Am, my 
poor miſguided Ellen! think what I ſuffer, 
and what I have to dread ! Dear Madam, 
ſaid Mr. Selwyn, hope the beſt, I cannot think 
Lord 3 a deliberate villain; there! is doubt 
leſs, much imprudence on both ſides, but do 
not anticipate evils, I have a preſentiment* 
things will turn out yet to your ſatisfaction, at 
beat that you already know the worſt. You 
are 
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ate very good, my dear Mr. Selwyn, to in- 
ſpire hope, but, alas! I am given up to de- 
pair, nevertheleſs I am ſenſible of your kind- 
neſs; tell me, I beſeech you, by what means 
you found us out here. I returned to Swin- 
don a few hours after you had left it, replied | 
he, diſappointed in the houſe I went to ſce; My 
judge of my ſurpriſe at the account I re- 1 
pals and on reading the line you left for 
me. I ſet out to follow you early the next 
WIE: without any clue to find you but by 
calling at Lord A— „ Where I thought it 
| moſt probable you would go; there I was di- 
iced to Sir Thomas Booty's, and by the 
luckieſt chance ſaw the very ſervant who had 
witneſſed the meeting between you and Lord 
N canwell : J inſtantly applied to his Lord- 
ſhip, and from him received information of 
every circumſtance that has occurred; and 
now, my dear Madam, behold me, devoted 
to your ſervice: I am an idle fellow, all places IF 
T BE alike to me, and to ſerve my friends is © 1 
i the only way to procure pleaſure to myſelf; 5 1 
| I wil therefore readily follow them to F Re, } 1 
D 3 5 Nor . 
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Not for worlds, cried N rs. Woodville, would 
I involve you in any difficulties. Do not 
fear it, ſaid Mr. Selwyn, I will pledge my 
honor that I will not, in any ſhape, engage in 
a quarrel with Lord Rds on the contrary, 
will ſeek his friendſhip, and endeavour to ſerye 
Miſs Woodville ; if I ſhould find my endea- 
vours fruitleſs I will leave them without in. 
curring their diſpleaſure, or hazarding my 
own parſonal ſafety. Indeed, Mr. Selwyn, 
ſaid Mrs, W. oodville, Icannot conſent. Well 
then, Madam, returned he ſmiling, I muſt be 
permitted to follow my own inclinations with- 
gut your conſent, therefore that point is ſet- 

tled. And now pray tell me, do you intend 
to remain here, or return into the country? 
Into the country moſt certainly, ſaid ſhe, but 
I feel myſelf getting very ill again, and muſt 
retire, pray dine with vs, I ſhall be better per- 
haps — with difficulty ſhe uttered theſe laſt 
words, and being very faint was conveyed to 


her bed. 


- Julia ein in a little « time, and found 


Mr. Selwyn ſtill in the drawing room. | 
wait 
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waited, Madam, ſaid he reſpectſully, in the 
hope of your return, I feel great concern for 

Mrs. Woodville, this ſhock is very ſevere 
upon her weak frame, but I hope her good 
ſenſe and fortitude will ſupport her: I am ſe- 
rious in my deſign of going to Paris, and pro- 
mite myſelf ſucceſs in my negociation, or ra- 
ther friendly endeavours to ſerve all parties, a 
few hours notice is ſufficient for me, I ſhall 
therefore ſet off to-morrow; but tell me, dear 
Miſs Julia, to whom I ſhall convey what in- 
formation I obtain, perhaps it may nat be 


a 44s 


proper always to write Mrs. Woodville, 
| will you permit me to addreſs my letters to 
you? Julia heſirated for ſome time, at length 
I have never, Sir, anſwered ſhe, been in the N 
| habits of having concealments from my mo- 
ther, and | in this caſe I think i it would be fill 
leſs excuſable; Lord Meanwell is well ac- 
quainted with the whole buſineſs, intelligence 
+ think might be conveyed to him, and what 
18 proper for us to know he can forward — 
| Yet, after all, I ſhould imagine, if you do go, 
your letters had better be addreſſed to her. 
5 2-5 wal 
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Well then, Madam, anſwered Selwyn, I will 
write her under cover to his Lordſhip, for ! 
am miſtaken if he 1s not equally intereſted for 


your happineſs, and will doubtleſs always 


know where you are fituated—he then took 
leave and promiſed to return at five, 


Julia, when alone, caſt a retroſpection on 


what had paſt, ſhe was delighted with the 
kindneſs of Lady Suſan Morgan, and regret. 
ted the neceſſity for being deprived of an 


; acquaintance capable of entertaining and im- 


proving her: She reflected with pleaſure on 
Lord Meanwell's attentions, and was grateful | 


to Mr. Selwyn: Ah! faid the, how unhappy, 
that a misfortune ſo dreadful as the i 1mpru- 


dent errors of a daughter and ſiſter ſhould 


have thrown us in the way of receiving obli. 


8 gations at once painful and pleaſing. O, 2 
Ellen, dear Ellen, return, let us all be united 
"i friendſhip, and you may enjoy pleafures 


far ſuperior to the higheſt you can now ex- 
pect, that mult be mingled with regret, and 
bear the ſing o of {elf repranich,. 
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CHAP. XVIII 


the ladies, and found Mrs. Woodville 


rence. This he te faithfully. | 
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T five o'clock Mr. Selwyn returned 60 


much recovered, but too weak to join in long 
converſations—ſhe propoſed ſetting off for the 
country in two days, and as Mr. Selwyn per- 
ſiſted in his determination to follow e party, 
ſhe again entreated him, if he valued the ſmall. 
remains. of life ſhe held, to avoid every occa- 
ſon of difference or diſpute, and to write her 
with truth and without reſerve every occur- 


In ws evening: Lond Meanwell came to: 
pay his reſpects, the interview was rather 
painful, but his Lordſhip cautiouſly avoided 
reverting. to paſt ſcenes, and only expreſſed 
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his regret for their determination to leaye 


town ſo ſuddenly, when his ſiſter was ſo de. 
firous of cultivating their acquaintance. In. 
deed, my dear Madam, ſaid Mr. Selwyn, your 


| ſituation at Swindon is by no means eligible 
for a continuance, there 1s not a proper ac. 
commodation. I am ſenfible of it, repliet 
Mrs. Woodville, nor is it my intention 9 


continue there, I daily expect to hear of the 
Evelyns' arrival in Kent, and ſhall, if poſi 
ble, fettle near them. Evelyn, repeated Lord 


 Meanwell, is the gentleman a clergyman, 
Madam? She anſwered in the affirmative. 


In the papers this morning, ſaid he, there i 


N an account of the death of Sir Robert Eve- 
lyn, whoſe title and eſtate it is ſaid deſcends to. 
a nephew, who, if alive, is a clergyman, 


| Good as cried Julia,! in a tranſpon 
of j joy, tis indeed our worthy friend, how can 
wie convey the intelligence? ? I will undertake 
for that with pleaſure to ſerve your friend, 
replied Lord Meanwell eagerly, by ſending 
immediately to know who has the manage 
ment of the late Baronet's affairs, and if you 
5 vil 
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will favor me with Mr. Evelyn's addreſs, ſend 

an expreſs to him without delay. The ladies 

joy fully accepted his offered kindnefs, and as 

Mr. Selwyn's friend had not vet given his 
final anſwer, relative to the eſtate, they rather 
_— 3 had not left the S 


1 his event dee Mrs. Woodville to : 
remain in London ſome time longer, 1 in con- 
ſequence of which ſhe requeſted his Lord- 
ſhip's further aſſiſtance to recommend her a 
job coach, and a man ſervant. He was de- 
* lighted with a commiſſion that inſured him 
the pleaſure of their company ſome time 
longer, and ſhortened his viſit that he might 
haſten the buſineſs he had underiaken. Mrs. 

Woodville received as much pleaſure from 
ts unexpected good fortune to the worthy 
Evelyn, as her heart was capable of feeling. 
Few things could give me more ſatisfaction, 
ald ſhe, than this event—firſt as it will make 
a deſerving young man happy ; and ſecondly, 
as 1t prevents him from a ſenſe of obligation 
to a man I know he will deſpiſe and abhor 
When he knows his character, and the irrepa= 
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rable injury he has done me. I ſincerely re. 


Joice in his good fortune, anſwerd Mr. Sel- 
wyn, becauſe from the intereſt you take in it he 


muſt deſerve it, and becauſe the late Sir Ro- 
bert was a moſt worthleſs contemptible cha- 


racter : I alſo feel great pleaſure that it will 
detain you in town, where I hope ere long to 


join you with intelligence ſtill more gratifying, 


Mrs. Woodville ſhook her head, in truth 
her hopes were ſmall, and ſhe ſought rather 


to prepare her mind for the worſt than in- 
dulge viſtonary expectations. Mr. Selwyn 


took leave at an early hour, and Mrs. Wood- 


ville having conſulted the gentlewoman of the 
hauſe, engaged the apartments for a month, 
and truſted her to engage a cook and another 
female ſervant. Julia was delighted with the 

proſpect of a further acquaintance with Lady 

| Suſan, whoſe kind attentions fl;e hoped would 


in ſome degree alleviate, though they could 


not remove the grief and diſtreſs of her mo- 
ther—and if, thought ſhe, Ellen ſhould re- 
turn, or my Lord A— marry her, greater 
| happineſs 1 may yet await us than we have ever 


Known. 


The -; 
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The following morning they had a card 
from Selwyn, who was on the wing for France; 
and at an early hour a viſit from Lady Suſan, 


who warmly congratulated herſelf on the ſue- 


ceſs of her wiſhes for their ſtay in town. 


After breakfat Mrs, Woodville requeſted 


her Ladyſhip's aſſiſtance to Julia, in the pur- 


| chaſe of ſome additions to their wardrobe, 


and they accordingly fat off in her carriage 


for the pleaſant employment of ſhoping. — 
The ſurpriſe of her young companion was 
inconceivable at the wonders which met her 


eyes in driving through the ſtreets; and the 


dreſs of the ladies and gentlemen behind the 
counters was, in her opinion, ſo fine, that ſhe 


could with difficulty ſupport the idea of gi- 


ving them trouble, or bear the obſequious 
_ civilities they beſtowed on her; ſhe beſought 


Lady Suſan that every thing ordered for her 


migit be decent and plain, I am unaccuſ- 
| tomed to finery, faid fhe, and it would fit very 
aukward upon one always uſed to the ſimpleſt 
ſtyle of dreſs; beſides, at this time it would 
be particularly unfit to adorn my W when 


*. | 
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my heart is a prey to ſorrow. As her Lady. 
ſhip could not but allow the juſtneſs of her 
ſentiments, ſhe ſtrictly accorded with them, 
and on their return to South Audley-Street, 
loaded with purchaſes, Mrs. Woodville was 
much pleaſed to find them ſuch as ſhe muſt 
approve. They requeſted Lady Suſan to 
dine with them in a family way. With all my 
heart, anſwered ſhe, I devote this day to your 
ſervice, but as I am rather a ſelfiſh creature, 
I expect a reward for it; you muit ſpend the 
day with me to-morrow, Julia ſhall accept 
your Ladyſhip's invitation, if you will excuſe 
her appearance, but tis impoſſible for me to 
do it, my mind is torn with anguiſh, I an 
unfit for company, and, once for all, muſt en- 
treat your Ladyſhip not to ge it... She 
burſt into tears. | 


Lady Suſan was ſurpriſed and affected — 
Dear Madam, compoſe yourſelf, pardon my 
| impertinence, I will wait your own time for 

he pleaſure of ſeeing you in Brook- Street: 


, ſhould hate myſelf, added ſhe, if, to gratify 


35 my Own wiſhes, I gave pain to you, I will 
not 
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not even accept of Miſs Woodville's compa- 


ny at that expence, your favors ſhall be vo- 
luntary, and I will only wiſh to receive them 
as ſuch. They gratefully acknowledged her 


kindneſs, and as they intended having a car- 


riage for air and exerciſe, promiſed to call. 


now and then of a morning. 


At dinner Mrs. Woodville was exceeding. 
weak and low, ſhe eat nothing and although 


ſhe evidently ſtruggled to entertain her gueſt, 
Lady Suſan ſaw it was a painful effort, and 
ſaw it with much concern. After dinner 
Julia perſuaded her mother to lay down, her 
Ladyſhip joined in the requeſt, if you obſerve 
any ceremony, and do not treat me exactly 
as you would a ſiſter, I am gone; therefore 


tis in your power to get rid of me whenever 


you pleaſe. Mrs. Woodville made no difli- 
' culties and | TT” ſoon retired, 


My PO Miſs Woodville ſaid hey Lady- 


ſhip, when they were alone, I begin to think 
T am taking unwarrantable freedoms in forc- 
ing myſelf upon you, at the ſame time ſo 


carneſt 
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earneſt is my deſire to cultivate an intimacy 
with you, that I know not how to repreſs it. 
J have felt the ſevereſt misfortune that can 
befal a feeling and affectionate heart! I loſt 
the beſt of men, the huſband of my choice, at 
a very early period of life, when gay hope 
' promiſed me many years of happineſs with 
him. T thought it a ſtroke I never could 
ſurvive, but my friends convinced me I re- 
pined at the diſpenſations of Providence, and 
dared to murmur when 1t was my duty to 
ſubmit; their attentions, time, and reaſon, 
| ſubdued grief, though neither the one nor the 
other could efface the remembrance of my 
loſt happineſs, nor any perſuaſions induce me 
to give my hand to another; I have devote 
myſelf to him alone, and when I am cheerful. : 
and amuſe my mind by the company of my 
friends, I know it thoſe above are permitted 
to view the actions of thoſe they loved, I know 


his ſpirit rejoices at my tranquillity, Her 


Ladythip « could not reſtrain a few tears that 


fell on her cheeks, and awakened all Julia 5 


{nbbiliry My dear Lady, laid ſhe, I honor 
| your 
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yoar tenderneſs and your fortitude, but, alas! 
my mother has an accumulation of ſorrow to 
which I ſee you are a ſtranger, and I feel 
very ſenſibly the delicacy of Lord Meanwell 
in his ſilence; a ſhort time wil, in all proba- 
bility, remove or confirm the cauſe of my 
mother's preſent diſtreſs, and to that event I 
look forward with trembling anxiety. Tell 
me only one thing, ſaid Lady Suſan, in the 
ſincerity of friendſhip I atk it: Does pecuni- 
ary diſappointments occaſion any part of your 
uneaſineſs? Not the leaſt in the world, an- 
ſuered Julia, we are as rich as we wiſh to be, 
my mother has a handſome jointure, and I 
am entitled to a fortune equal to all my wants 
which are extremely moderate. Well then, 
ſaid Lady Suſan, I ſhall enquire no farther, 
only remember, that ſhort as our acquaintance 
is, I feel a warm inclination to be conſidered 
as a friend, and be made uſeful; I am not a 
young romantic. girl, to fall in love, or com- 
mence violent friendſhips at firſt ſight, but, 
ke minds will mingle,” and I flatter myſelf 
you will not find me unworthy of the regard 
am 1 deſirous t o obtain. 5 


Jui. 
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Julia made a bandſome compliment to her 
Ladyſhip's kindneſs, which could lead her to 


cultivate an acquaintance that could promiſe 


her ſo little entertainment. Lord Meanwell 
viſited them in the evening, and told the la- 


dies he had been with Mr. North, ſteward to 
the late Sir Robert Evelyn, that he found 


there was no will, and a very large property, 
and until three days previous to the death of 


the Baronet Mr. North never knew he had 
any near relation, but finding” he bad {mall 


hopes of his recovery. he then mentioned his, 


nephew, and deſired a meſſenger might be 


ſent to Oxford, to procure intelligence, if poſ- 
fible, whether his neglected relation was 
alive, or in what part of the world he reſided. 


The meſſenger returned wich a ſatisfactory 


account the morning before he died, in con- 
ſequence of which an expreſs had been ſent 
down to Weſtmoreland, for Mr. Evelyn, and 
every thing ſtood: ſuſpended till his arrival: 


He had placed ſeals on every thing 1 in 1 the 


houſe, a and had ordered a ld coffin. 
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I commended Mr. North's conduct, added 
his Lordſhip, and, as Mr. Evelyn's friend, of- 
fcred my ſervices if neceſſary. You may, 
therefore, my dear Mrs. Woodville, expect 


to ſee your favorite, now Sir Charles Evelyn, 


ſoon in town, And I am perſuaded, my 


Lord, anſwered Mrs. Woodville, if I have the 


honor of preſenting him to you, he will ap- 


_ pear deſerving of your notice. His Lordſhip 
_ politely aſſured her it would afford him much 
: Peak to cultivate the ee : 


In the evening when Mrs. Woodville was 


- alone with her daughter, ſhe ſaid, our firua- 
tion is extremely unpleaſant ; I know not, for 
your fake, Julia, whether I ought to ſeek or 
to repreſs an intimacy wich my Lord and his 
ſiſter: I hope and believe they are what they 
ſeem, amiable and friendly, I know no mo- 
tives but ſuch as do them honor that can in- 
fluence their conduct towards us, and I own 
I with to procure you friends; as a criterion, 
this day I offered you ſhould dine with her 


Ladyſhip to-morrow ; had ſhe accepted of it, 


1 ae have known what to judge of her 


_ attentions. | 


— Ty oe, 
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attentions to me, and J confeſs her behaviour 
in that particular has greatly raiſed her in my 
eſteem. I am ſure, my dear mother, an- 
fwered Julia, with carneſtneſs, you do her but 


_ quſtice, ſhe certainly has a a good heart, and 
when the Evelyns come to town they will be 
Py in ſuch ſociety. 


Several days paſſed without any perde | 


occurrence, Mrs. Woodville's health daily 
and viſibly declined, painful doubt and anxiety 


preyed upon her mind, and precluded reſt 


and appetite. In the mornings they generally 
aired, and every day, in ſome part of it, Lady 
Suſan and her brother viſited them and 
ſought to raiſe their ſpirits. They had been 
eight days 1 in town when, one evening, a card 


came from Lord Meanwell, to inform them, 
he had juſt received intelligence that Sir 


Charles Evelyn was arrived in Bruton-Street, 
in conſequence of which he had ſent their 
addreſs to him, and they might hourly expect 
to ſee or hear from Sir Charles. Within an 
hour after this card, a violent raping at the 
. door prepared them 0 expect wn; and 1 in the 


nent 
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next moment Sir Charles Evelyn was an- 
nounced. 


Great was the pleaſure « on all ſides at this 
meeting, joy. ſpaikled in his eye at his en- 
trance, but almoſt inſtantly received a check 
on- viewing the emaciated form of Mrs. 
Woodville, and the melancholy which per- 
vaded the features of Julia through the mo- 
mentary pleaſure his preſence occaſioned : 
Ignorant of the buſineſs which had brought 
them to town, he naturally conceived Mrs. 
Woodville's ill health had been the induce- 
ment, which gave him great pain, though his 
tranſports at ſeeing. Julia could not be re- 
ſtrained. As ſoon as the firſt emotions were 
over he earneſtly enquired after Miſs Wood- 
ville. What a queſtion! She is not in town, 
anſwered Julia haſtily, whilſt Mrs. Wood- 
ville trembling, turned aſide her head to con- 
ceal her tears; He ſaw the agitations of both 
wich ſome ſurpriſe, but prudently enquired 
no farther, and changed the ſubject by men- 
tioning the politeneſs of Lord Meanwell, to 

Whom he was a perfect 9 and for 


Vhoſe 
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whoſe civilities he conceived himſelf indebted 


to them. Julia acknowledged their acquaint- 


ance with his Lordſhip, and accounted for the 
Intereſt he had taken in his affairs. With 
much gratitude for Mrs. Woodville's kind- 
neſs he propoſed g going the next morning to 
pay his reſpects in Groſvenor- Square. He 
then mentioned the ſituation in which he had 
left the caſtle, Mr. Selwyn' s friend had ſent a 
perſon to view it, who ſeemed perfectly 


pleaſed with the houſe, which, he faid, was 


as retired as the gentleman could with for, 
and had promiſed to give an anſwer in the 
| courſe of ten days; his mother remained 
there until every thing could be ſettled, and, 

aà circumſtance which he was certain would 
- give them pleaſure, ſhe had a companion with 
whom he had formed an acquaintance, and 
who would accompany her to town, or where- 
ever he ſhould fix his reſidence: Obſerving 
Mrs. Woodville looking ill and fatigued, he 
rook his leave, requeſting permiſſion to wait 
on them the following evening, as his days, 
for ſome time, muſt be devoted to buſineſs, 


3 
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from the unexpected acquiſition which had 
fallen to him, and to which he had never 
ſuppoſed he could have the ſmalleſt preten- 
fions. - 

After he had left them Mrs. Woodville 
ſaid, I wiſh to have no concealments from 
Sir Charles, he muſt know our misfortune, 
or he will be perpetually wounding my feel- 
ings, as he has done this night: You muſt 
diſcloſe our ſituation to him, Julia. Indeed 


Madam, anſwered ſhe, I cannot : What, ſhall 
| 1 acquaint him with the errors of my ſiſter; 


ſhall I place her in a point of view fo little 


reſpectable ?. O, no, added ſhe, I never can, 


never will mention her otherwiſe than I have 
done; a few days hence I hope we ſhall hear 
from Mr. Selwyn, - circumſtances may occur 
to render ſuch an explanation 'to our friends | 


unneceſſary, and ſhe may return entitled to 


their reſpect as much as ſhe ever was. Good 
girl! cried Mrs. Woodville, may your wiſhes, 
your expectations, be anſwered; God grant 
we may again embrace a daughter, a liſter, 


worthy of our love. : 


The 
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The day following they received a viſt | be 
en Lady Suſan and her brother, they had du 
Juſt parted from Sir Charles Evelyn and came | kn 

full of his praiſes, which they chanted forth va, 
very liberally. Upon my honor, ſaid Lady cho 
Suſan, this new Baronet will make no ſmall anc 
buſtle in the female world; ſuch a perſon, with reg 

a title and fortune adequate, is really a prize; ¶ ſtat 

I never ſhould have been reconciled to have bap 
ſeen him confined to a pulpit all his days, fo pro 
well qualified as he is to grace a drawing. | not, 
room. And is it poſſible, replied Julia, your fort 
Ladyſhip can think a clergyman may not lf fort] 
poſſeſs all the virtues and elegant accompliſh- WW Wo 
ments that are requiſite to grace a drawing- is ec 
room? Why, very ſeldom, anſwered her WF has | 
5 Ladyſhip; Parſons, or more properly ſpeak- Wl cum 
ing, thoſe deſigned for the church, have a Wl Chai 
1 reſtricted formal education, have generally in ur 
narrow ideas and contracted minds; they are N My « 
either ſtiff eccentric beings, one ſtands in awe I more 
bf, or elle afford ſubjects for ridicule; if they Wand « 
get the better of their formality, they then ¶ and h 
degenerate indeed from what they ought to villo! 
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be, and go under the denomination of the 
| duck or beau parſon. Mr. Evelyn, when I 
| knew him firſt, as ſuch, ſaid Julia, gravely, 

was neither a buck or a beau, if I underſtand 
thoſe epithets: He was genteel in his appear- 
ance, elegant in his manners, and had a proper 
regard and obſervance of the duties of his 
| ſtation, Sir Charles Evelyn is extremely 
| happy, Madam, to be honored with your ap- 
probation, {aid Lord Meanwell, and, I doubt 
| not, is highly deſerving of it, 'tis therefore a 
& fortunate event which has called ſuch merit 
| forth into public life. His mother, ſaid Mrs. 

Woodville, if I may judge from his report, =: 
is equally deſerving eſteem, our acquaintance 
has not been a long one, but particular Cir. 


Charles Evelyn, and it would be ingratitude 
in us not to bear ' teſtimony to his merit. 
My dear Madam, cried Lady Suſan, ſay no 
more, I ſhall bein love with this black ſwan, 
and conſidering the pretenſions of the young 
ud handſome, might be doomed to wear the 
willow; and, to ſay truth, N ,, 

0. Ir. E uy looking 


cumſtances have taught us to value Sir 


do chree routs this evening, where I ſhall 
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looking with a ſide glance at Julia, I believe 
the man has no heart left to beſtow upon ei. 
ther maid or widow. Indeed, anſwered Mrs. 
Woodville, very literally I believe his heart 
s in his own poſſeſſion, His heart, ſaid Lord 
Meanwell, affecting to ſmile, I have nothing 
to do with, but I ſhall, I fee plainly, be defi. 
rous of meriting his eſteem. That, my Lord, | 
replied Julia, your own worth may readily | 
lay claim to, and be ſure of obtaining. His Will ; 
| Lordſhip bowed with a graceful air to a com; I 
yen that greatly ae him. 3 


The e ee took a more "nent 
turn, and every one exerted themſelves to 
amuſe Mrs. Woodville, who feeling the kind. 
neſs of their intention, endeavoured to ſtrug- 
_ gle with the melanchaly that oppreſſed her: 
She invited them to ſpend the evening with 
her, Lord Meanwell accepted it without he- 
ſitation:— Ah! Lord, don't mortify me, by 
aſking it, ſaid Lady Suſan, for I am engaged 


meet a thouſand; people I don't care a ſtraw 
for, receive a million of compliments without 


75 
any meaning, be received without pleaſure, 
and be permitted to depart without regret 
In ſhort, make one in a crowd to fill a room 
without giving or receiving s pleaſure on n eicher 


fide, 
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How I ſhould hate ſuch entertainments, 
cried Julia. And yet, anſwered the other, 
you muſt endure them if you live in the world, 
| for my part, I love a ſocial family party, whom 
can look round upon with eſteem, but few, 
very few ſuch parties meet my wiſhes, con- 
| ſcquently, to avoid ſingularity, and oftentimes 
| unpleaſant retroſpections, I obey the call of 
faſhion and folly, and, I dare fay, often paſs 
for one of! its moſt zealous votaries, when my 
heart has no ſhare | in what Miſs Julia calls 
entertainments. The fit is ſtrong. upon me. 
now, added ſte, ſmiling, and looking at her 
- Wl watch, for I have above twenty viſits to pay 
this morning, bat, if you will give me leave, 
Iwill repay myſelf for my gelen mortifica= 
tion by ſpending the whole day with you to- 
morrow, and tell half a dozen fibs to ſome 
dd Dowagers of quality as an excuſe for my 

| „„ abſence. 
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| abſence. The ladies aſſured her ſhe would 
do them particular pleaſure, and invited Lord 
Meanwell to mortify himſelf with a family 
party the next day, inſtead of the preſent, 
which was readily agreed to. 


After chey had leſt them, Mrs. Woodville 
invited the gentlewoman of the houſe, a wi- 
dow, to dine with her; ſhe was ſenſible and 
well bred, her huſband had been a Captain in 
the army, but having ſold out on account of 
bad health, which threw him into a long and 
expenlive ilineſs, at his death, after ſettling 
all his affairs, ſhe found the ſmall pittance ef 
very inſufficient for her ſupport, and being 

entitled to no penſion, ſhe was perſuaded to 
take a handſome houſe and let it out, which 
had every way anſwered her expectations. 
Mrs. Salmon, (the lady's name) ſpoke in very 


high terms of Lord Meanwell and Lady 


N Suſan, ſhe faid, the former might have his little 
errors, like other young men of faſhion, but 
he had been the beſt of ſons to moſt indul- 
gent parents, was the moſt affectionate of bro- 
thers adored by his nn and e 

by 


by all who knew him : His ſiſter, though left 
a very young widow, held an unblemiſhed 
character, and, with the moſt cheerful temper 
in the world, had a heart open as day to 
melting charity,” and never refuſed aſſiſtance 
and compaſſion to the diſtreſſed and unfortu- 
nate. Mrs. Woodville had her private rea- 
ſons for making a very minute enquiry into 
the characters of their new acquaintances, and 
was much pleaſed to find them ſuch as might 
juſtify her in eulen their! intimacy in fu- 
ture. 


In the evening, when Sir Charles Evelyn 
paid his promiſed viſit, Mrs. Salmon with- 
drew ; he was pleaſed to obſerve leſs depreſ- 
don and embarraſſment in their manners than 
in the preceding evening. He acquainted . 
| them with the ſtate of his affairs, his eſtates 
: BW vere nearly four thouſand a year, with a very 
t large ſum in the funds, as his uncle, from ava- 
rice and a very paltry ſpirit, had always lived 
* conſiderably within his income, and for ſome 
years paſt had enjoyed no other pleaſure than 

the one-/of accumulating large ſums he never 
7 : 3 5 ſought 
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ſought to enjoy. As it cannot be ſuppoſed, 


ſaid Sir Charles, that I can feel any ſorrow 
for the death of a relation whom I never 
knew, and who never, till in the laſt act of his 


life, conſidered me as ſuch; it would be an 


affectation not to own that I am gratified by 


an inheritance which places me beyond de- 
pendence, and enables me to ſmooth the down 
hill of my mother's life with peace and com- 
fort. I wrote to Lord A— yeſterday, an ac- 


count of my ſituation, and reſigned the living 
he had ſo kindly procured for me, but I find 


his Lordſhip, is gone abroad, and therefore 1 
mall not have an opportunity of Paying my 
f * to him! in perſon. . | : 


Whilſt Sir Charles was s ſpeaking if vlia lock 


ed at her mother, ſhe turned extremely ſick, 
| and, apologizing for her diſorder, haſtily left 
the room. Poor Julia's eyes filled with tears, 
He obſerved her emotion, and, almoſt equally 
agitated, my dear Madam, faid he tenderly, 
do not diſtreſs yourſelf, Mrs. Woodville will 
| ſoon get better, change of air has ſometimes 


2 diſagreeable effects for a time, but I truſt and 


believe 
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believe we ſhall ſoon ſee her health amended: 
| have a ſcheme in my head when my mo- 
ther comes to town, that I hope will contri- 
bute to ſo deſirable a — and give plea- 
ſure to us all. : 


Juha was oer to thank him for his at- 
tention, when he aſked, is Miſs Woodville at © 
Swindon? No, Sir, replied Julia, in a hefi- 
tating voice, ſhe is abroad on a viſit. Her 
manner, and the confuſion he now recollected 
the was in on a ſimilar queſtion, the pre- 
ceding evening, ſtruck him very forcibly, and 
ſuggeſted the idea of ſomething extraordinary, 
though he had no conception of wha: nature 
it could be; vexed with himſelf for diſcon- 
 certing Julia, he inſtantly changed the ſub- 
ject, and mentioned the pleaſure he had ex- 
perienced in an interview with Lord Mean- 
well, he is an honor to his rank; dignity 
without pride, kindneſs without oſtentation, 
he is a man that engages your eſteem without 
leſſening your reſpect for him: In ſhort, ad- 
ded he, he is the man of all I have ever ſeen 
whom I could love and reverence at the ſame 

EY e "time. 
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time. And his ſiſter, cried Julia, do you not 


| admire her? I do exceedingly, he replied, 
there ſeems ſuch a perf@@hzharmony between 
them, and ſuch a charming frankneſs and 
complacency in her manners, that I conſider 


it as one among the many obligations I owe 
to Mrs. Woodville, to have an opportunity 
of cultivating their acquaintance, which, in 
compliment to her, they have condeſcended 
to offer me. Julia was delighted to find his 
ſentiments of them accorded with hers, for, 


excepting the little draw-back of Lord Mean- 


well's attengance upon Lady Booty, ſhe con- 


ſidered him as the moſt * being ſhe bad 
ever ſeen. | 


After ſome time Mrs. Woodville returned, 
and with infinite concern Sir Charles took 


notice of her increaſed weakneſs, although ſhe 
endeavoured to recover herſelf and be cheer- 


ul for the remainder of the evening. The 
funeral of the late Sir Robert Evelyn being: 


to take place the following day, Sir Charles 


mentioned, with regret, that he could not 
Wait on them, but that if letters, as he ex- 
| | peed, 
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pedted, ſhould arrive from his mother, rela- 
tive to Woodland Caſtle, he would inſtantly" 
ſend them. It was with reluctance he took 
leave, and the more ſo, as he ſaw there was a 
painful ſecret which affected their ſpirits, and 
which they did not chuſe to communicate; 
for Lord Meanwell, from peculiar delicacy, 
| had forbore mentioning a ſyllable relative to 
Lord A— and Ellen, even to his own ſiſter ; 
rightly judging, he had no power to divulge 
the ſecrets of others without their permiſſion, 
and therefore was particularly careful in his 
converſation not to drop a hint of the buſineſs 
which had brought Mrs. Woodville to town. 


The next day the poſt brought a letter 
from France, it was given to Julia, ſhe held 

it in her trembling hand under the moſt pain- 
ful anxiety ; fearful of its contents, ſhe dreaded 
giving it to her mother, and whilſt ſhe was 
turning 1t about and examining the feal Mrs. 
Woodville entered the room,, and. obſerved: 
her confuſion. A letter,, Julia, and: from 
France! © bring it to me. She ſeated her- 
elf on the fofa almoſt ſick with apprehenſion, 
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ſhe broke the ſeal, it contained but A by 
lines. 


oY Be not agealy, my dear Madam, I ka 
Joined the party this day, to their no ſmall 
 lurpriſe, though I did not obſerve any regret 
or. diſpleaſure, from which I draw a good 


omen. Your daughter is well, and is treated 


with much reſpect by every one; I requeſted 
permiſſion to accompany them to Paris, which 
was granted with apparent pleaſure : I ſee 
nothing at preſent reprehenſible on either 
ſide, and ſhall ſeek the firſt opportunity of 
being alone with them to try my influence, 

Hope every thing, my dear Madam, a daugh- 


ter of yours never can prove unworthy. My 
| beſt reſpects to the amiable Miſs Julia, and 


: believe me, molt truly, 


Your's &c. 


e. 


| Abbeville, 


This letter, ink by n no means. as 8 


fatory as ſhe could with, gave. ſome ſmall 
1 . relief 
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ſelief to Mrs. Woodville's mind, and enabled 
her to raiſe her ſpirits a little againſt the ar- 
rival of her gueſts. They ſpent a moſt agree- 


able day, Mrs. Woodville was charmed with 


the brother and ſiſter, and in the evening they 


had the additional pleaſure of a viſit from Sir 


Charles Evelyn, who found it impoſſible to 
deny himſelf the ſight of Julia, from the for- 
mal obſervance of etiquette. - | 


When the expreſs from Mr. North, his 


uncle's ſteward, arrived at Woodland Caſtle, 


it cauſed equal ſurpriſe and delight: : Mr. 
Evelyn's firſt emotions were, now I may, 


without being deemed unworthy in paint of 


fortune, offer myſelf to the lovely Julia, if 
ſhe will deign to ſhare it Jam bleſt inde ed; . 
but without her, neither title nor eſtates can 


make me happy.” Mr. Hammond, who now 
refided conſtantly with them, adviſed him to 


| ſet off immediately, I will take care of your 


worthy mother, and when you ſend for her 
will conduct her ſafe within twenty miles of 
London, there you muſt meet her, added he, 
far never will I ſee London more. You ſhall 
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keep your reſolution, ſaid Mr. Evelyn, and 
yet I hope we ſhall not be ſeparated, I depend 
upon your promiſe to accompany my mo- 
ther, for the reſt it ſhall be my care to pro- 
cure for you a ſituation, that may gratify all. 
our wiſhes. After his arrival in town, and 
taking poſſeſſion of his fortune, he found one 
of his eftates, which Sir Robert had chiefly 
| reſided at, was in Oxfordſhire, in a very re. 
tired but beautiful ſituation, ſurrounded with 
wood and water, an excellent trout ſtream 
running through the grounds, and abundance 
of game upon the Manor.. This houſe he 
underſtood was very handſome, but not large 
in proportion. to the value of the lands be- 
longing to it, being about eight miles from 
any town, and three from a very ſmall village, 


Where a clergyman, an apothecary, and his. 


ſon, were the only converſible beings, he im- 
mediately fixed on this for the reſidence of his 
mother, (who never would reſide in town) Mr. 

Hammond and himſelf occaſionally. A very 
| fine ſeat in Hertfordſhire, at that time let to 
che Earl of Belmont, he looked forward to as 
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fortunately obtain the hand of Miſs Julia 
Woodville. 


Such were his ſentiments and flattering 
hopes when he viſited Mrs. Woodville the 
evening Lord Meanwell and his ſiſter had 
dined there, On the entrance of Sir Charles 


every one was gratified, and mutual pleaſure 


for a time rendered them cheerful and happy; 
but this was of ſhort duration : Lord: Mean- 


well for the firſt time diſcovered the ſecret of 


his heart, by an anxiety he could not ſuppreſs 

on viewing the attentions of Sir-Charles to 

| Julia, and her unaffected good humour and 
complacency towards him; hitherto his Lord- 
| ſhip had only thought of Julia as a lovely 
and engaging girl, Mrs, Woodville as a very- 
| amiable and worthy: woman, their ſituation. 
appeared extremely diſtreſſing, and he ſup- 
poſed the little ſervices he was deſirous ot 
rendering them. proceeded from eſteem only. 
He had never yet met with an object of ſuf- 
ficient conſequence in his eyes to engage his. 
heart; he had entered indeed into ſeveral little 
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a permanent ſituation for himſelf, if he ſnould 
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affairs of gallantry, but was by no means what 
might be called diſſipated or unprincipled, 
and that he did not marry, for which event 
his ſiſter was very anxious, was leſs from a diſ- 


like to that ſtate than from a delicacy of mind 
in the choice of a partner for life, being de- 

termined, when he did marry, a preferable 
5 inclination ſhould be tho principal motive, 


This night taught Lord Meanwell a leſſon - 
he had never known before — the pangs of 


jealouſy convinced him, his heart was loſt be- 


fore he had ſuſpected it to be in danger. If 
be was uneaſy Sir Charles felt little leſs pain, 
his own ſentiments enabled him to judge of 
others; the eyes of Lord Meanwell ſpoke a 
language he eaſily underſtood, and when he 
conſidered his advantages, he foreſaw a for- 
midable rival to the realizing thoſe flattering 
hopes he had began to entertain. As to Julia, 
ber attentions were ſo equally divided, that if 
neither could be flattered by a preference, fo. 
neither had any N to — of Og 


a overlooked. 
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Lady Suſan was the life of the party, her 
charming ſpirits animated the whole, and even 
Mrs. Woodville now and then forced a ſmile 
though it was a ſmile of woe, like the ſun 
breaking its way through a dark cloud. — 
Lord Meanwell had too much generoſity, 
notwithſtanding the diſcovery he had made, 
not to ſolicit, in very ſtrong terms, the ac- 
quaintance of Sir Charles Evelyn, and a wiſh. 
to introduce him to his friends: You will, 1 
doubt not, ſaid his Lordſhip, ſoon be ſought 
after, and have a numerous ſet to pay their 
reſpects to you, but I offer you ſomething 
more than mere ceremony, nor will I be 
huddled among your common acquaintance z. 
l offer you my friendſhip, Sir Charies, and 
ſhall be happy to rank you among thoſe few 
my ſiſter and myſelf particularly eſteem. Sir 
Charles, fully ſenſible of the diſtinguiſhed 
compliment, kaew how to eſtimate its value, 
and returned an anſwer expreſſive of his Eran 
tude and dane. 


When they had all mken- leave of Mrs. 
Woodville and her daughter, they both re- 


Joiced 
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joiced, that two men, who appeared equally 
deſerving, ſhould be in the habits of friend. 
ſhip, where pleaſure could be reciprocally 


communicated, and with mutual improve. 
ment; for, ſaid Mrs. Woodville, our old 


friend has a ſtrong underſtanding, a good heart, 
and I am ſure excellent principles, but he is 
a novice in the gay world and wants a con- 


ductor, who, beſides being a man of faſhion, 


ſhould have that character and eſtimation in 
the world to give him conſequence ; ſuch a 
one as I take Lord Meanwell to be, and on 
his entrance into life he could not have met 
with one think more proper to guide him, 
I think exactly as you do, Madam, replied 
Fulia, his Lordſhip improves upon one every 
hour, and I declare I ſcarce know which I 
eſteem moſt of our two friends ; ſure we are 


fortunate, if mankind are in general deceitful 
and unprineipled, in our acquaintance, with 


two of a very different deſcription. At leaſt 


as far as our judgment can infer from their 
mode of behaviour, anſwered Mrs, Wodd- 
ll but SEW; my dear Julia, of placing 
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implicit confidence in any one until time, and 
a long knowledge of the conſtant tenor of 


their actions, ſhall authorize it: Think favor- 


ably but not decidedly, every thing at pre- 
ſent ſpeaks in their behalf, and entitles them 
to our eſteem ; heaven grant, added ſhe with 
a deep ſigh, they may always continue what 
they appear to be. 


1 cular incidents, the fourth was big with 
events: Sir Charles Evelyn called on them 


with a letter fr8m his mother, the gentleman 
in treaty for Woodland Caſtle had fixed to 
take | it, on the terms propoſed to him, until 
Miſs Julia became of age, and would enter 


upon it the following week; in conſequence 


HREE. days paſſed without any parti- 


of 


of which Mr. Hammond and herſelf ou 


directions relative to the Caſtle, aſked Sir 
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begin their journey the moment his anſwer 5 
arrived, where they were to meet on the road. 
She added, Mr. Hammond had ſettle twenty x 
pounds a year on the good couple where he Lo 
had reſided, and given the two rooms he had mu 
fitted up for himſelf, to Anthony and Jane, to 
they were all going to reſide together, and you 
with their joint incomes inuſt live very com- me; 
fortable. The rector, ſhe ſaid, had been there, he 
and brought with him another curate, whoſe whi 
unpleaſant fituation ſhe much regretted, act 
though he, would have a reſource from abſo- ſug 
lte ſolitude in the acquaintance of the gen- ſhe, 
deman who had taken the caſtle.” you 
eve. 
. Sir Churies had Papas finiſhed reading his WW belt 
letter before Lord Meanwell was announced. tun: 
He looked uncommonly grave, infomuch, but 
that Julia aſked if he was not well. Not per- Mr. 
fectly, Madam, he replied, I was up late laſt only 
night, and got but little reſt; a proper tax, Ml fore 
added he ſmiling, for being diſorderly. Mrs. A £ 
Woodville wiſhing to give ſome particular WW plac 
(0 1 


Charles 
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Charles to ſtep into the back drawing- room, 
with her, to which he readily aſſented. 


The moment they had left the apartment 
Lord Meanwell advancing to Julia, I am very 
much concerned, Madam, it falls to my lot 
to give you intelligence that I fear muſt pain 
you. Good God! cxied Julia, what do you 
mean, my Lord? Do not alarm yourſelf, 
| he replied, I have a letter from Mr. Selwyn 
| which he deſires you will peruſe alone, and 
act as your prudence and tenderneſs may 
ſuggeſt, O, what is this dreadful news? ſaid 
ſhe, my mother, my poor mother! Compoſe 
yourſelf, dear Madam, read 1 it alone, in the . 
evening I will attend you: Command my 
| beſt ſervices and be aſſured, if my life and for- 
tune can ſerve you they are at your devotion; | 
but reſume your uſual tranquillity, and ſpare 
Mrs, Woodville for the preſent. She had 
only time to put the letter in her pocket be- 
fore her mother and Sir Charles returned. 
A general and deſultory converſation took 
place, and the latter mentioned being engaged 
o meet his late uncle's ſteward. and ſome 
other = 
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other perſons in the evening, on buſineſ,, 
Lord Meanwell invited himſelf to tea with the 


ladies, his ſiſter, he knew, being engaged to 
half a dozen routs; his company was accepted 
with pleaſure, and after they left the houſe 


Julia retired to her own apartment, that ſhe 
might be at liberty to peruſe this dreaded 


letter, it was addreſſed to her, and theſe were 
the contents. 


* 


Pardon me, dear Madam, this intruſion, 


and believe, were it poſſible I could fave you 

from a moment's pain, or avoid wounding 

your ſenſibility by unpleaſant intelligence, l 

would die ſooner than write what I know wil 
| Erieve you to read; but what cannot be con- 

cealed, from the commiſſion 1 have under- 
HE taken, 1 am e to communicate. 


Wichin a very few hours after I had ent 


off my former letter to Mrs. Woodville, it 


Was determined to remain at Abbeville that 


night, Lady Booty having a great cold, and 
complaining of a ſore throat: The evening 
Was Pleaſant, card parties were formed, Mils 
F . Woodville 
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Woodville and myſelf cut out; after looking 
on for ſome time ſhe grew tired, I propoſed 
a walk in the garden, ſhe at firſt heſitated, bur 
at length acquieſced. After a few moments 


filence, ſhe ſaid, did you expect to meet with 
me here, Mr. Selwyn, or are you come, as my 
mother's deputy, to watch me ?” I deſpiſe the 
office of a ſpy, Miſs Woodville, but I will 
frankly own to you I ſhould feel the higheſt 


ſatisfaction, if, inſtead of going on to Paris, 
you would return to London, where you will 


meet with an affectionate mother, whoſe 
weak ſtate of health requires the render offices 
of her children to ſooth her.” She pauſed 
| for a few moments, then turning to me with 
à collected air, I ſhould not, Sir, have under- I 
taken this journey without conſideration ; it 
was my mother's pleaſure to live in the coun- 


try, I deteſt it, and think I have been ruſti- 


cated long enough, and at my age, and with 


my fortune, have a right to ſee the world and 


enjoy the pleaſures of life. Well, Madam, 
I replied, that is now in your power to do, 
Mrs, Woodville eee to 1 80 wiſhes, ſne 
1 ä 
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is in town, and will reſide there to prove her 


affection and deſire of making you happy. 
© Tis now too late, ſaid ſhe, ſhaking her head, 
this is the way of parents, as I have read a 
hundred times, after they have vexed and tor- 
mented their children, driven them to ſteps 
of deſperation, why then they are ſorry, they 
ſee their error, and when things cannot be 


recalled, repent they have gone ſo far.” Re. 


pent and are ſorry,” Miſs Woodville, are theſe 
expreſſions applicable to a parent? Surely 
you forget what a mother yours is, and how 
great her ſufferings have been. No, Sir, I 


remember all, and I remember alſo, my wiſe 
mother, by the advice of the ſage Mr. Selwyn, 
| kidnapped me into the country among boors 
and beaſts—your officiouſneis then, perhaps, 
| has occaſioned your interference now, things 
elſe might have had a different termination; 
however, as I readily enter into the plan that 
has induced you to undertake this journey out 
of friendſhip, (and ſhe ſmiled) I will, to fave 
you further trouble be very explicit, My 
dear Miſs Woodville, ſaid 1; interrupting her, 
1 Fr re "I ge ne 


do juſtice to my motives, I am no officious 
man, I have an equal eſteem for Mrs. Wood- 
ville and her family, ſhe is ill, you know not 
how ill, ſhe is anxious to have you with her.— 
Could I do my mother any eſſential ſervice 
as to her health, replied ſhe, a little ſoftened, 
would not heſitate, but I know that cannot 
be; ſhe has my ſiſter, who was always her 
companion, now with her, ſhe is in town, 
where ſhe may have the beſt advice, and, in 
| ſhort, Sir, I have gone too far to recede : 
Lord A— is my guardian, I have placed 
myſelf under his protection, and with him am 
determined to remain. I hope, Madam, faid | 
I, a little ſeriouſly, Lord A means to be- 
come your legal protector, your huſband ? 

That, Sir, anſwered ſhe, is no buſineſs of | 
your's, if I am fatisfied with my ſituation, no 
one elſe has. a right to interfere ; a young lady 
may have a guardian without pag him d to 

be her huſband.” q | 


11 was u bot to mk an Lend: Aron came 
into the garden, Miſs Woodville, ſaid he, Sir 5 
Thomas * claims you for his „Fr. 5 
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1 Attend him, anſwered ſhe, and with a con. 


; marrying, I love Miſs n. but early | 
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in e 
temptuous ſmile at me, ſhe ran towards the | the 
houſe. Lord A— joined me, | Wi 
Tou look ſerious, Selwyn. To fay truth, 5 
my Lord, I am fo; you and I freely ſported ſom 
dur opinion of Lady Booty, how ſtrange then, my 
do ſee Miſs Woodville under your guardian- I pi 
ſhip in ſuch company! I ſuppoſe then, ſaid WF ke 
be, you have been expreſſing your ſurpriſe to not, 
the young Lady No, my Lord, I made no aha 
reflections on the company; I told her, her deci 
x mother was exceedingly ill, and very unhappy; 1 be 
I endeavoured to perſuade her to return to othe 
England, I am Jerry I cannot prevail; Mr. 
your Lordſhip, as her guardian, may ville 
have more influence, and I may conclude J ende 
hope, (affecting to ſmile) a more tender title ¶ ſcif e 
will ſoon increaſe that influence. 2 Another your 
man, Mr. Selwyn, anſwered he, might reſent but 
your interference and avowed perſuaſion, Wl (me 
but as I really feel an eſteem for Mrs. Wood- idea 
ville; and reſpect her friend, I will be candid Mot er 
and explicit at once: I have no thoughts of 


in 
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in our acquaintance, I made no ſecret, nor in 

the leaſt diſguiſed my ſentiments. Mrs. 

Woodville heard me, by accident I believe, 
in conſequence of which ſhe quitted my houſe; 
[was at firſt enraged and diſappointed, nay I 
ſometimes balanced whether I ſhould change 
my reſolutions in favor of her daughter, but 
I purſued her not, and whether I ſhould have 
taken any ſteps towards making her mine or 

not, L cannot anſwer for, nor is it now of 
conſequence, a letter from the young lady 
| decided my opinion, and no man in the world 
] believe, could have had reſolution to act 
otherwiſe than I have done; I am no ſeducer, 


ville, but I certainly have not ſelf-denial 
enough to refuſe à bleſſing when I feel no 
ſelf condemnation.” I am much obliged to 
your Lordſhip for your patience and candour, 
but if I do you juſtice, I think you will find 
ſome difficulty In reconciling yourſelf to the 
idea of deſtroying the health of her mother, 

of embittering her laſt hours with ſorrow and 

ame, and of wounding and mortifying : Ws 
vor. „„ lovely 


Mr. Selwyn, I have not deceived Miſs Wood- , 
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lovely and virtuous young woman by the er. 
rors of her ſiſter; to her, with the generality 


of the world, you do an irreparable injury: 


Ah! my Lord, conſider if the tranſitory 


pleaſures you expect can compenſate for the 
painful reflections you muſt feel in deſtroying 


the peace-of two worthy perſons, whom you 
cannot but eſteem and reſpect. I do fee 
what you ſay is juſt, he replied, but, in ſhort, 


Selwyn,I am a man, nota ſuperior being, and 


I own,at preſent, too ſelfiſh to celiganith my. 
own happineſs in conſideration of other peo- 


ple's, therefore, my good Sir, no more ſer- 
monizing; had you prevailed on Miſs W ood- 


ville to have returned I think I ſhould not 
have oppoſed i it, but 'tis plain you did not 
ſucceed, and I muſt be a deſpicable fellow in- 


deed to give her up againſt her inclinations; 


things mult remain as they are. Theſe laſt 
words brought us to the houſe : The remain- 
der of the evening could not be a pleaſant” 


one. 1 


This morning I got up. early. and on en- 


wy the pate found Lord A— and Miß 
5 Woodvile 


- . 
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Woodville in earneſt converſation, they ſeem- 
ed ſurpriſed. at my appearance, 1 ſeized the 
opportunity, Miſs Woodville, faid I, I have 
repeated to Lord A— my converſation with 
you yeſterday, and' my wiſhes to have the 
pleaſure, of attending you back to England; 5 
His Lordſhip, generouſly I muſt ſay, as he 1 is 

your guardian, leaves you a free choice ; ;1T 

confeſs to you, I have no buſineſs at Paris, 
let me then have the happineſs of reſtoring 
an amiable daughter to a ſick and unhappy 
mother; or, if you will not permit me, Lord 
A— I think, will have the goodneſs to ac- 
| company you. Mr. Selwyn, anſwered ' ſhe 
haughtily, I have already declared my reſo- 
lution, I ſhall go on to Paris, 50%, Sir, may | 
return to England, J will not, till it ſuits my 
own inclination: I hope and wiſh for my mo- 
ther's 8 returning health, but I have no notion 5 
my company can produce 1 it, Julia has more 
than ſufficient powers for that purpoſe, and I 
know W] my mother cannot be in better hands. 
You ſee, Mr. Selwyn, added his Lordlhip, 
[ have not interfered, but whilſt this Lady vo- 
untarily — herſelf under my Protection, 


„„ my 


— 
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my love, life, and fortune, are devoted to her. 
My Lord, replied I, there can be no more 
faid, I have done my duty to Mrs. Wood- 
| ville, to you, Madam, and to your Lordſhip, 
I have no powers to compel, nor indeed could 
compulſion anſwer any purpoſe: I ſincerely 


wiſh you both happy, if you can find it in 


making others miſerable for life. They both 


| bowed to me with a ſtiff air; I returned to 


my apartment, and left them to account as 
they pleaſed to their party for my journey 
back to . 


1 pe 5 three hours 35 ſat off i in high 
ſpirits, and I ſoon retraced the road I had 
taken, Within two days after this lettcr 
reaches you! ſhall be in England, but l wiſh to 
prepare you; would to heaven, my dear Ma- 
dam, I had been more ſucceſsful, To your 
prudence I entruſt the diſcloſure of my un- 
' fortunate commiſſion, and moſt earneſtly hope 
Mrs. Woodville and yourſelf will obtain for- 
titude, and bear the diſappointment of your 
wiſhes with compoſure. I ſtill entertain hopes 
the ey may overcome his Lordſhip $ preju- 
_ 
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dices, for he certainly is not altogether devoid 
of 1 and is really attached to her. 


I am, on al occaſions, dear Madam, vith 


great reſpect, . 
Yours, &c. 


Francis Selwyn. 


' 'Tis not poſſible to give an adequate de- 
ſcription of poor Julia's diſtreſs in peruling 
this letter, nor the painful dilemma ſhe was in, 
by what means to reconcile her mother to 
ſupport its contents, yet ſuſpenſe was dread- 
ful, and the event, on Mr. Selwyn' s return, 
would ſpeak for itſelf. Whilſt ſhe was deli- 
berating Mrs. Woodville entered the room, 
and obſerved her daughter was in tears. My 
dear Julia in tears! What ails you, my love? 
My dear mother, anſwered ſhe, tis from you 

only I can expect comfort; if I am dear to 
you exert reſolution to bear inevitable evils, 
and for my fake do not give way to unavail- 
ing ſorrow that muſt render” me truly miſer- 

able. Good God! cried. Mrs. Woodville, 


Fg „ from 
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from whence Proceeds the neceſſity of this 
application, do 1 not firupgle to repreſs for- 
row, do 1 murmur or complain? Alas, my 
dear, if the weak body does yield to the diſ. 
turbed mind the fault is not mine: But ſurely 


ſome new cauſe has ariſen for the particular 


uneaſineſs you ſeem to feel, tell me at once if] 
have more to bear, Ithink I can ſupport every 
evil but one. Then, my dear mother, repli- 
ed Julia, arm yourſelf to bear diſappointment, 
though not abſolute deſpair, for I truſt there is 
ſtill room for hope. Mr s. Woodville took the 
letter, and, without ſpeaking, went through 
_ the whole contents without any apparent 
5 emotion, when ſhe had finiſhed te returned 
tho letter: 1 have, then, but. one child, faid 


Go a 


5 ſhe, how can I anſwer for the truſt repoſed | in 
me? She reproaches me, have I deſerved it? 
My God, thou knoweſt, if ! have erred, my | 
2 judgment, not my heart, has, been deficient 
im its duty; and ſure, to be deſerted and up- 
braided by a child is puniſhment enough? — 
Julia ſurpriſed and ſnocked at her mother's 


| ee and ne eren y . her 
; . Hauck 
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hands: My dear Madam, be not thus afflicted, 
indulge hope. Hope! repeated Mrs. Wood- 
ville, no, I am arming myſelf to bear the 


worſt, I cannot feel more than I do at pre- 


ſent, Not one tear would fall, and ſhe re- 


turned to the drawing-room without ſpeaking 
another word. Dinner was ſerved up, ſhe eat 
nothing but a bit of tart, yet ſtrove to +. oa 


compoſed, 


In thi evening Lord Meanwell and his ſiſter 
came, he was much delighted to obſerve no 
particular diſtreſs in their manner ; her Lady- 
ſhip was in fpirits, ſhe tried to amuſe them 


| by a ludicrous account of ſome viſits ſhe was 


to pay that evening: At nine o'clock ſhe roſe; 
now, my good friends, faid ſhe, I leave the 


_ pleaſure of ſociety for parade, noiſe, and non- 


ſenſe, for cards, envy, and ill nature; ah! Lord, 
what a tax upon politeneſs, for I own I have 
not reſolution enough to forſake the world, 

and we muſt bear a thouſand impertinences, 
and inſipidities too, if one mixes in a crowd. 
But, my dear Suſan, ſaid Lord Meanwell, 
cannot you make a {election and be contented 


TY Io With 
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with a choſen few? Indeed! cannot, anſwer. 


ed ſhe, that ſelection would be ſo very ſmall 
I ſhould die for variety; I do not pretend to 
more wiſdom than others, nor was you, my 
ſage brother, always ſo ſententious and fond 
of private parties; for my part, I like to 
amuſe myſelf ſometimes with the folly of 


ſome people, that I may ſtill have a higher 


reliſh for the ſociety of my friends, where my 


heart is amended and my reaſon improved, 
bowing to the ladies. Excellently well ſet- 


tled, cried her brother, who ever ſuppoſed a 


lady wanted a plea: for following her own 
inclinations? I owe you fomething for the 


obſervation, anſwered ſhe, ſmiling, the next 


time we meet here I will diſcharge the debt. 


When ſhe left them, what delightful ſpirits | 
Lady Suſan has, ſaid Julia. Sometimes, he 
replied, but I aſſure you they very often are 


but ſeeming ; ſhe has one of the beſt hearts 


in the world, under that gaiety, and is more 
feelingly alive to every tender humane ſen- 


timent than any old formal devotee 1 know, 


: N 2 Lord, faid Mrs. Woodville, rather 
he — abruptly 
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| abruptly, what is your opinion of Lady Booty, 
I aſk you as a friend, and entreat a ſincere 
anſwer. You mult be obeyed, Madam, at 
the ſame time it gives me pain to mention 
any lady with diſreſpect: Lady Booty, Ma- 
dam, is a gay woman in every ſenſe of the 
| word, ſhe has no fixed principles, ſhe married: 
Sir Thomas from motives of vanity, without 
either love or eſteem ; dreſs and admiration: 
are all ſhe purſues, with a ſhallow underſtand- 
ing and a depraved heart, ſhe has yet ac- 
quired unbounded ſway over her huſband, 
and as ſhe gives elegant balls, great routs, 
and petite ſoupees, ſhe is viſited by every 
body who regard their entertainment prefer- 
able to a ſingular good character: Such, Ma — 

dam, is Lady Booty, and ſuch are many others 
in this great town. I thank you, Sir, ſaid 

Mrs. Woodville, you have ſaid enough to 
let me into her character: Good heavens! 
that a child of mine ſhould be a companion 

to ſuch a woman; I can forgive Lord A 

every thing but that, for more young crea- 

tures are . by che infamous precepts. 


N $ nnd 
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and examples of their own ſex, than by the 
ſeduction of men. Alas! ſhe was a novice to 


| both, and is fallen an eaſy prey. Lord Mean- 1 
wall feeing the was greatly agitated, enden. | 
voured to turn the converſation on Sir Charles | 
Evelyn, whom he highly praiſed, narrowly | 
ohſcrving. Julia's countenance ; ſhe, who had 
nothing to conceal, warmly joined in them, | 
and an a manner ſo truly unaffected that it 
gave him the moſt exquiſite delight, con- 6 
vinced, that however ſhe eſteemed him, doe 0 
had! no ſhare 1 in her mu eference. | 

5 | F 

Whey he had hes his leave Mrs, Wood. l 

ville, who had been entirely filent for the laſt { 
a hour, ſaid to her daughter, in a melancholy { 
| tone, Ellen has choſen- herſelf a guardian and' { 
protector, but where ſhall J find one for you, i 
Julia? I want none, Madam, anſwered ſhe, n 
never will I be ſeparated from you. My dear WM © 

_ child, ſaid her mother, life is uncertain; I may 1 
live many years, I may not live many weeks, t 

at all events tis beſt to be prepared, I fhould n 

. feel myſelf eafier if I had ſecured you friends, | 


ONS have no relations, Lord A— was the only 
5 one, 


ELLEN AND JULIA, _ 107 


one, your —— She ſtopped in ſome emotion, 
but reſuming, I had but one, Captain Sand- 

ford ; ſome years ago I heard he was gone 
to the Eaſt Indies, but whether he lives or 
not I cannot tell, though I think tis right to 
make ſome enquiry : J have this day requeſted: 
Sir Charles Evelyn to make an enquiry of 
hid ſolicitor into the character of Lord Mean- 
well, My dear mother, cried Julia, can you 
doubt it? I think I do not, anſwered Mrs. 
Woodville, but ſurely I am juſtified in being 
cautious. Sir Charles has warmly requeſted 
we would viſit his mother, whom he expects 
in leſs than a fortnight, at his ſeat in Oxford= 
ſhire; all places are alike to me now, added 
ſhe with a deep ſigh, therefore your choice 
ſhall ſettle that point ; however, a week hence 
is time enough to give a deciſive anſwer, 
mean time-if Lord Meanwell's character turns 
out, as I hops it will, likewiſe his ſiſter's, I- 
ſhall be much eaſier i in my mind, 1 cannot 
truſt my only treaſure in the hands of one 
man only, and I ſhall try if I cannot alſo pro- 
cure friends tor my poor loſt Ellen. That 
1 6 moment 


"oof inn An rt 
moment a flood of tears came to her relief, 
poor Julia's eyes had overflowed for ſome 
time, ſhe now beſought her mother to 
take ſome refreſhment and retire to bed, for 
ſhe appeared greatly fatigued and agitated, 
Mrs. Woodville readily complied, and her 
daughter ſoon withdrew to her apartment, 
that ſhe might ruminate upon her very un- 
pleaſant ſituation, for ſhe ſaw too plainly the 
decay of her mother's health, and that ſhe 
was very unable to bear the ſorrow and dif. 
treſs her uſer: 8 conduct muſt occaſion her. 


Mean time ; Sy Chanles Evelyn was 4. 
bating with himſelf whether he ought not im- 
mediately to explain his ſentiments to Mrs. 
Woodville, and obtain her fanction to his 
addreſſing Mils Julia, previous to his preten- 
ſions to her; ſhe was very young, twas true, 
but many were married as young, and he 
dreaded Lord Meanwell's inclinations in her 
favor; perhaps others, and therefore he had 
no time to loſe; at length he determined the 
followiog day to. requeſt a private interview 
with 
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with Mrs. Woodville. In purſuance of this 


reſolution, he appeared before the ladies ſoon | 
after they had breakfaſted, and was ſorry to 
_ obſerve they both looked very ill from having 


pre a ſleepleſs night. 


Julia conceĩving 1 had called in conſe- 
quence of her mother 5 requeſt, ſoon made a 
pretence to leave the room, and after ſtam- 
mering out ſome apologies, Sir Charles ex- 


plained. his ſentiments and wiſhes to Mrs. 


Woodville. Surpriſed. and delighted ſhe 


thanked him for the honor be confered on her 


daughter, and ſelf. Honor! my dear Madam, 


ah! conſider who you fpeak to, the poor de- 


pendent Evelyn, whom your bounty relieved 
ftom difficulties. Hold, Sir Charles, faid ſhe, 


not one word on that ſubject, I have a thou- 
ſand obligations to you, and if Julia thinks as 
highly of yoyr worth as I do, ſhe will be one 


of the happieſt of women; but be muſt de- 


termine not me. Will you then, Madam, 
mention my preſumptuous wiſhes, I know 
myſelf deficient in many requiſites to deſerve 

- her Is but if the mort perfect love and 


; 


* 
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reſpect can entitle me to her conſideration, 


no man will ſtudy more to obtain it : he then, 


- without the laſt reſerve, anſwered her enqui- 


ries reſpecting Lord Meanwell, whoſe charac- 


ter had ſtood the teſt of enquiry, and was. 


deemed by every one unexceptionable ; the 


_ ſame was faid of Lady Suſan, who enjoyed 


eee eſtcem and approbation. 


44 


Not deſirbus «juſt then of pong Tulia, he 


© o his leave, and, when ſhe returned, ſhe 
_ obſerved a cheerfulneſs in her mother's coun- 


tenance of late not common. Well, my dear 


25 child, ſaid ſhe, Sir Charles's enquiries tum 
out much to my ſatisſaction, there is a plea- 
ſure in looking upon thoſe you wiſh to eſteem. 


with confidence, and henceforth Lady Suſan 
and her brother will be entitled to our beſt 
regards: I have alſo another communication 
to make, which has given me equal pleaſure. 
She then repeated the preceding converſation 


to the aſtoniſhed Julia, but her mother ob- 


ſerved more ſurpriſe than pleaſure pervaded | 
her features. And what, Madam, is * 


15 e of this offer! ? alked ſhe, Excuſe me, 
2 Juli 
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Julia, I ſhall give no opinion, you know my 
eſteem for him; you know my anxiety to pro- 
cure you a protector; as to your acceptance 
or refuſal of his offer I give no opinion, you 
| ſhall decide for yourſelf, but not now, take 
time to conſider and explain your ſentiments 
to me a day or two hence. You are very 
good, Madam, anſwered ſhe, but I will not 
take advantage of your kindneſs, your judg- 
ment muſt and ſhall determine for me; if you 
think, young as I am, I ought to receive the 
addrefles of any man, your approbation muſt 
ſtamp his value. Is your heart then entirely 
indifferent, Julia? As to love, Madam, I 
_ think and believe it is, for I have never per- 
' mitted my mind to dwell on the idea; Ieſteem 
Sir Charles, J have even a ſiſterly affection 
for him, and perhaps that is as much as 1 
ought to have. Do you prefer him to Lord 
Mieanwell? »I never aſked myſelf the queſ- 
tion, replied ſhe bluſhing ; as worthy men, to 
whom we are obliged, I reſpect both. Well, 
my dear, confiilt your heart before you g give 
an anſwer, for -urſels you can have a decided 
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preference to Sir Charles, I would not for 

worlds wiſh you to marry him. Marry! re. 
peated Julia, my dear mother, can I, ought 
I to think of marriage now? However will 
conſider every thing with what little judg- 
ment ] have, and to-morrow You ſhall know 
the reſult. 


. "The followica day after the breakfaſt equi- 
page was removed, Julia, with ſome heſitation 
| ſaid, I have ſpent this night, my dear mother, 
in conſidering, our converſation of yeſterday, 

and after the moſt mature deliberation I con- 
| fefs I do not feel a ſuperior eſteem for Sir 


8 harles Evelyn to Lord Meanwell, or indeed 


ſuch as 1 ſuppoſe we ought to feel for the 


. man with whom we are to ſpend our lives. 


I may be miſtaken | in my ſentiments, becauſe | 
I have had but little opportunities to judge 
from the generality of mankind the extent of 
his merit, and therefore, at all events, time | 
ſhould be given me; I ſee plainly he has your 
good wiſhes, and that i is a great | point with 
me, but I cannot think of marrying yet, nor 
will I receive Sir Charles as a declared lover, 
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let us both be free, he is almoſt as much a 


ſtranger to the world as I am, ſome time 


hence perhaps we may both feel different 


partialities, therefore, my dear Madam, if you 


pleaſe to repeat what have ſaid to Sir Charles, 
and tell him alſo, nothing will be inferred by 
me from his declaration to you, he is as free- 
az- myſelf, and, as a friend, for whom I have 
a particular eſteem, he is entitled to every 


attention and complaiſance, but I cannot think 


of marrying now if ever J do at all. I ſhall 
certainly convey your ſentiments, my dear 


child, without any reſerve, anſwered Mrs, 


| Woodville, nor ſhall I ever urge you on the 
ſubject; time and your own good ſenſe will, 
doubt not, dictate to you the wiſeſt courſe. 


| Tels thanked hor-ndther- for-abie-kindadt 


and entreated her to take an airing a few miles 

from town, which, to oblige her, ſhe complied 
with, but ſhe had ſo inſenſibly grown weaker 

| within the laſP®week that ſhe bore the fa- 


tigue very ill, and was more than once ſo faint 


in the carriage, that her daughter, frightened to 
death, hurried home 1 in a Litton little better 1 


than her mother, 
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They had ſeated themſelves and taken ſome 
refreſhment, Julia was weeping over the back 


of her mother; s chair, when Sir Charles Eve. 
bn was announced; ſhe haſtily aroſe, and 
paſſed into the back drawing-room, at the 
fame moment Lady Suſan and her brother 
came in with him, hearing their voices ſhe | 


halt opened the door, and calling on her 


Ladyſhip, both ſhe and Lord Meanwell came 


into her apartment, whilſt Sir Charles Vent 
to Mrs. Woodville. 


4} Lady Suſan rercelvieg the traces of tears 
cried out, my dear Miſs Woodville, pardon 


me if I am impertinent, you have been in 
tears, your good mother is not worſe I nope, 
O, yes, anſwered ſhe, indeed ſhe is, ſhe daily 


grows weaker, yet makes no complaints, 


know ſhe is declining faſt, I am ſure Doctor 
W. thinks fo too, % he orders only cordials 
air, and gentle exerciſe; this day I was fo ter. 


ified I expected to have brought her home 
dead. On l. my God, cried ſhe, claſping 
her An, ſpare me my dear mother, ſhe 1s 
the belt of 8 the 1 is my only friend and 


| bo 15 
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hope in life, without her I am friendleſs, mi- 


ſerable, and alone in the world. Say not ſo, * * 
my dear amiable girl, ſhort as our acquaint- . 
ance has been, you have an intereſt here (put- WI. 
ting her. hand to her heart) that will never "a 
forſake you, ſhould the worſt you fear be re- Wo 
alized; Iwillbe your friend, your mother; you- - 
ſhall be the child of my adoption, but do not 1 
give way to apprehenſion, ſhe will be better, 
mean time look up to me as one who loves 
you, and. who will be honored to be conſi- | 
dered by you in the tendereſt point of view.” f 
Julia could only kiſs her ROE” 8 hand | 
and anſwer with her tears. | 

| | 

1 Meanwell, who had with to ha 

edi to conceal his emotions, now drew | oh i 
near, and in a faltering voice faid, honor ' wy 
Lady Suſan: by permiting her to uſe the e- | 


dearing name of ſiſter; my happineſs is cloſely | 
connected with yours, my life and fortune are | 
| ar your diſpoſal, Julia made an effort to | 
peak, but could only bow her thanks, ſhe 1-4 
| endeavoured to be more compoſed, and after EE ps | 
1 little time motioned to return into the other | 


* om 


1 
„ Of 
Ai 
4 

x 

& 
- 
x 
\ i 


© ELLEN AND JULIA. 


room, they readily accorded with her requeſt, 
and, entering, ſaw Mrs. Woodville reclining 
her head on her hand, and Sir Charles appa- 
rently much agitated; he aroſe and payed his 
reſpects to Julia with an embarraſſed air, and 


after a very little general converſation took 
leave, but not before Mrs.. . Woodville had 
preſſed him to take his tea with thera in the 
evening, which he accordingly promiſed. She 
appeared a little revived, and kindly blamed 
her daughter for making herſelf ſo uneaſy. I 


am perhaps, ſaid ſhe, not ſo ill as you ima- 
gine, I have no bodily complaint but weakneſs, 


anda ſhortneſs of breath ; many, now in high 
health, may be taken off before me ; ; may 
poſſibly live years, yet the youngeſt is liable 


to drop in a minute, therefore no material 
things ſhould be neglected: I have a particu- 


lar favor to requeſt of Lady Suſan and Lord 
Meanwell, will you, my dear child, withdraw 
for a few minutes? Julia left the room with- 
out ſpeaking, ſhe ſuppoſed her mother in- 
tended to folicit their intereſt in behalf of Sir | 
: Charles —— Lord Meanyell's NEE re- 


cured 
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curred to her, Lady Suſan as a ſiſter—his 
happineſs connected with her' — yet, per- 
haps, thought ſhe, it might be only a ſtrong 8 
way of expreſſing his eſteem, and nothing 
. was intended. 


HAP. XX. 


[RS. WOODVILLE addreſſed herſelf 

to Lady Suſan—Many apologies are 
3 Madam, for my preſumption, I am 
peculiarly ſituated, I have no relations that 1 
know of hving, I have been years ſhut out 
from ſocietyy a conſtitution not ſtrong, has 
lately received ſuch ſevere ſhocks, that in all 
probability my life and ſorrows will ſoon have 
a termination together. I have two daugh- 
| ters, equally the objects of my love and care. 
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One has withdrawn herſelf from my protec. 
tion, yet I am the guardian of her Httle for- 
tune, and have requeſted leave of Sir Charles 
Evelyn to accept my truſt of it if I die before 
ſhe is of age; he has kindly accorded with the 


requeſt, Julia there ſhe ſtopt. Dear Ma. 
dam, cried Lady Suſan, will you eventually 


delegate the care of Miſs Julia's perſon to 


my care, will you permit me to conſider her 


as my adopted daughter? You have ſpoken 


my wiſhes, replied Mrs. Woodville, it was to 
beſpeak your protection of my poor girl that 
I ſent her: from the room. Precious truſt! 
exclaimed her Ladyſhip, may heaven be good 
to me, as I prove affectionate and juſt to her. 
Tou will, T hope my dear Madam, live to 
ſee that amiable daughter ſettled in life, if 
otherwiſe, my future days ſhall be devoted to 
ſapply © your place to the utmoſt. extent of my 
abilities. | 


* 


"You have hel every care : from my 
mind, replied Mrs. Woodvilte, I may then 
: hope Lord Meanwell will not refuſe to join f 
Mr. Selwyn, | in truſt, for the fortune he will 
be 


ELLEN AND JULIA: TR 
be entitled to at my death, tis little more than 
ten thouſand pounds, a moiety of what is left MM 
for my children out of once ſplendid En _ 
ſions, my jointure falls to the heir at law, — _ 1 
Lord Meanwell requeſted ſhe would com- _ 
| mand his beſt ſervices, on that and every other =" 
occaſion—She ſaid, ſhe ſhould that night draw- — bi 
up a ſketch of every particular, and get it | | | 
finiſhed with all expedition. 5 „ 


3 Tulia was defired to return, ſhe obſerved a 
| cheerfulneſs in the party that inſtantly com- 
| municated itſelf to her, and at their earneſt 
requeſt | Lady Suſan conſented to ſpend the 
day with them, and my Lord promiſed to- 
call in ſome time for the evening, being en- 
gaged to introduce Sir Charles Evelyn to a. 
party of friends, whom he had invited. pur- 
poſely at his houſe to dinner. | 


The this Rdies were FOR chatting; i in ar : 
cheerful way over their tea, when Mr. Sell. 
wyn's name was announced ; Mrs, W oodville 
could not refrain an exclamation of, <Q, my 5 | Wh 
God! Julia changed colour, and when he en- 1 BM 14 
tered = 


Ts >... 
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= tered both trembled, and with difficulty reco- is 

| vered themſelves to introduce him to Lady vi 
| ' _ Sufan Morgan, ſiſter to Lord Meanwell; he ap 
politely enquired after his Lordſhip, and ſaid, ſel 

| he purpoſed waiting on him thenext morning, uf 
z Alittle indifferent converſation took place, and ha 
| Lady Suſan ſuppoſing, from the viſible agita- he 
1 tion on all ſides, they might wiſh to be alone, pa 
| told Mrs. Woodville ſhe had a viſit to pay lic 
in the neighbourhood, and ordering her ſer- W 
1 vant to call a chair, promiſed to return in an m 
| >. hour, or two at fartheſt, an 
| When the had taken leave Mrs. Wood- th 
| ville expreſſed her obligations to Mr. Selwyn fot 

| for the trouble he had taken, that you was an 
| j unſucceſsful, my dear Sir, I attribute to my tir 
1 ill fortune, to that diſappointment in my beſt ca 
[i wiſhes I have long experienced ; innured to ce 
1 ſorrows, I think now the meaſure of them is tei 
$ nearly full, and I look forward to a releaſe the 
from trouble, and everlaſting happineſs— tears yo 

flowed down her cheeks, Mr. Selwyn was ha 
much affected, but he had ſmall comfort to an 


— — x — 
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is not devoid of principle, and Miſs Wood- 
ville, who has an excellent underſtanding, and 
appeared to me really affected at the repre= N 
ſentation I made of your ſtate of health, will, — 
upon reflection, ſee the error of the plan ſhe. 
has adopted, and ſoon return to her duty: 1 
her little excurſion with a relation and a family 4 | ) 1 
party may eſcape cenſure, and paſs for a fro- f |; . 
lic only. Ah, Mr. Selwyn, anſwered Mrs, a 
Woodville, you would ſpeak peace to my - mn 
mind, but I cannot flatter myſelf. Both him. 
and Julia ſtrove to leſſen her painful reflec- 
tions, but he was exceedingly ſhocked to ſee 
the alteration affliction had made 1 in her per- 
ſon; Julia alſo he thought was much thiner 
and paler than when he left her. In a ſhort 
time Lord Meanwell and Sir Charles Evelyn 
came in, and had ſcarce gone through the 
ceremonies of introduction before Lady Suſan 
returned; ſeeing the whole party rather grave 
ſhe ſaid, come, good folks, I will entertain 
you with a. very pretty anecdote to which 1 
have been a witneſs, and which has given me 
an infinite deal of pleaſure. 


„„ 
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1 juſt now called on Lady Darewel!, cu 
know her, brother, theſe ladies do not; Lady 
Darewell, added ſhe, turning to Mrs, Wool 
ville, is the widow of a very worthy Baronet, 
an officer of rank in the army; it happened 
| when he was abroad, that, in an engagement 
a fubaltern officer in his company was mor. 
tally wounded, Sir John Darewell had him 
carried to his own tent, and every aſſiſtance 
was procured for him but in vain; the dying 
officer thanked him for his ineffectual kind- 

. neſs, I have a wife, a daughter, a poor litit 

_ unprotected girl, be a friend to them, and 
heaven will bleſs you.“ I will, replied Sir 
John, if I return to England they ſhall be 
my firſt care. I have frequently heard him 


repeat this lie converſation. 


He was as cd. as kis word, and, on his 
arrival, enquired out Mrs. Chanceley s reli 
dence; it was humble enough, ſhe was in very 
bad health, her child five years old; he pre- 
vailed on Lady Darewell to invite them to 
her houſe, Miſs Darewell was only one year 


- older than Sophia Chanceley, and they mere 
Mutual 


the 
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| mutually pleaſed at being together. Mrs. 
Chanceley died within a twelvemonth, and 
left her orphan to the care of her friends. 


he left her five hundred pounds, which, though 


| unpleaſant life, I have often been a witneſs to 
many undeſerved mortifications ; ſhe has fre- 


id not like ſhe ſhould {ee company. 


the divine girl. Yes, cried her Ladylhip, ſhe 
6 4: . i 


Whilit the Baronet lived ſhe enjoyed every 
comfort, at his deceaſe ſhe was near fifteen, 


but a trifling ſum, diſpleaſed his Lady; un- 
happily too, ſhe was very handſome, much 
juperior both in perſon and underſtanding to 
Miſs Darewell, who, in truth, has little but 
her fortune to recommend her. For theſe 
| two years paſt Miſs Chancely has lived a very 


quently requeſted permiſſion to leave them, 
but then ſhe was upbraided with ingratitude 
and bad deſigns; ſhe had, in fact, made her- 
ſelf too uſeful to be parted with, though they : 


* Chis evening 1 called there, five or ſix 
e- beaus were preſent, I alked after Miſs Sophia, | 
ſhe is well enough, ſaid Miſs Darewell. 0 
pray, cried one of the gentlemen, let us ſee 


16 
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is vaſtly like a divinity to be ſure, but I ſhal 
order her to come down. The bell was rung, 


bid Sophia come down ; ſhe obeyed, but | 
thought entered the room with an air rathe; 


too haughty. Have you found the ruffe, i 4 

| Miſs, faid Lady Darewell. No, Madam, ! 5 

have not. Very fine indeed, ſo I am tohave | 

a pair of point ruffles ſpoiled. I have already Ve 

aſſured you, Madam, anſwered ſhe, that! 1 

never ſaw the ruffles, although I have care. th 

fully looked for them. Well then, if I nut 

put up with my loſs, I defire, Miſs, you vil tl 

aſk Mifs Darewell's pardon for your imper- Mt ,, 

tinence this morning. O fye, Lady Darewel, e 

ſaid I, not now I beſcech you: I was going le 

on when the poor girl interrupted me. Had k. 

1 intentionally offended Miſs Darewell, Ma * 

dam, I ſhould make no ſcruple to aſk her ea 

| pardon even now, and when that young lady WM gf 

| knows how to treat a gentlewoman, I ſhall wi 

acknowledge my offence. Gracious heaven! Ml P 
cried Lady! Darewell, how dare you talk fo; a 
gentlewoman indeed ! Was you not an or: 

thi 


Phan, taken and educated by charity? Tes 
Modan 


* 7 i % — : 
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Madam, replied ſhe, with great ſpirit, I have 


not forgot, nor ſhall I ever deny my obliga- 


tions to the humanity and generoſity of Sir 


John, he was truly a benefactor, and ſcorned 
| to upbraid the object he cheriſhed with his 
| favors; you ſeek to humble me, Madam, but 


[ am not proud, except when I am inſulted ; 


you degrade yourſelf more than me. You 


ungrateful huſley ! you dirty puſs! exclaimed 
the other, in a tranſport of rage, you ſhall be 


turned out to beggary, you ſhall. The gen- 


tlemen all aroſe. I beg, faid the young lady, I 


| may not diſturb the company ; Madam, I will 


leave your houſe, conſcious of the thouſand ob- 
leations I owe to its beloved Maſter, I could 


| kneel at your feet to do you ſervice, but I 


will not be trampled upon; I do not fear to 


earn an honeſt ſubſiſtence, and it ſhall be the 


ſtudy of my life to prove Sophia Chancely 


will not diſgrace the * of 8. r Jol 
Dareell. | 


With a low courteſy ſhe was going to leave 
the room, an! I was about to foilow her, 
when | one of the gentlemen cried, ſtop, Miſs 

6 4 : Chanccly, 


7 


88 
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_ Chancely, if that is your name, I muſt requeſt 
to know if your father was in the army. Jes, 
Sir, replied ſhe, tears for the firſt time run. 


ning down her cheeks, he was in the arny, 


and was killed in an engagement. Then, 
my dear couſin, faid he, I congratulate you 
and myſelf on this happy meeting; a great 
aunt of your father's died ſome years ago, 
and left him and me joint heirs to thirty Show: 
ſand pounds, I went abroad young to India, 
from whence I am only three months re- 
turned, and lately came to town purpoſely to 
_ enquire news of Mr. Chancely and his family, 
and now I ſhall rejoice to give up the moiety 
that is yours, and proud to acknowledge my 
charming relation. 


It would be difficult to deſcribe the var 


ous emotions of the company, Miſs Chancely 
was drowned in tears, whilſt myſelf and the 

' gentlemen were expreſſing our delight at her 

deſerved good fortune: Lady Darewell and 
her daughter looked vexed and mortified, 


When 


hi 


{ur 
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When a little recovered Miſs Chancely 
went up to them That pride, ladies, which 
inſulted poverty raiſed is now no more, I feel 
every act of kindneſs you have honored me 
with, and if, on any occaſion, I have appeared 
ungratetul, my heart had no ſhare in it- per- 
mit me to ſolicit the continuance of your 
eſteem. Quite ſubdued by ſuch unexpected 
condeſcenſion, they each embraced and aſked 
her pardon, we all applauded her, and ſne 
was prevailed upon to remain with Lady 
Darewell, until ſhe is put into poſſeſſion of 
her fortune, and then ſhe is engaged to — 
ſome time : with me. 


Now pray tell me that I am a good crea- 
ture to exhauſt myielf in telling you this pretty 
ſtory. A thouſand thanks to you, dear Lady 
Suſan, cried Julia, J am quite delighted with 
Mis Chancely, O what a triumph was her” 8 
over pride and meanneſs. Indeed, ſaid Lord 
Meanwell, I rejoice to hear the young lady 
is delivered from a ſituation I always thought 
unworthy of her ; I promiſe myſelf the plea- 

ſure of zune Miſs Chancely to the ac- 


8 ER quaintance 
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quaintance of Miſs Woodville, and I am ſure 
both will be gratified by it. The company 
ſtaid late, and every one ſought to diſpel the 


| gloom which pervaded the features of Mr, 
and Miſs Woodville, they were grateful for 


the kind exertions of their friends, and endea- 


voured, at leaſt, for the appearance of caſe, 
whatever care corroded their hearts. 


The next day Mrs. Woodville ſettled the 
buſineſs neareſt to her heart, of procuring 
protectors for her children; it would have 


given her much pleaſure to have beſtowed 


Julia on Sir Charles Evelyn, but ſhe ſaw too 
plainly there was no preference in his fayor, 
and therefore was obliged to leave that affair 


to time: She rightly judged, that to make 
him guardian over Julia's perſon and fortune, 


would be laying a reſtriction on her, and 


giving him a conſequence more likely to lel- 


| ſen than increaſe his influence, by ſubſtituting 


reſpect for that familiarity, which, ſhe thought, 
might in time ſteal into her heart: On the 
other hand, Mr. Selwyn would of courſe be 


_— to Ellen, nor would ſhe wiſh to 
„ have 
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have him appear officious, leſt he might be 
thrown into an unpleaſant ſituation with Lord 
A; in joining him with Lord Meanwell, in 
truſt for Julia, ſhe ſecured her, to all appear- 
ance, a ſteady friend; and, to Sir Charles 
Evelyn, neither Ellen nor Lord A— could 
have any 8 


The preceding day, when Sir Charles called 
on her, ſhe repeated the converſation between 
herſelf and Julia, and endeavoured to ſoften 
her objections, by inſpiring diſtant hopes, but 
he at once ſaw the downfall of all his delight- 
ful viſions of happineſs ; the humble opinion 
he entertained of his own merit aſſured him, 
that, if in the country, where there were no 
comparative diſtinctions, he had been unable 
to touch her heart, or acquire an intereſt 
in her favor; now, in town, where ſhe muſt 
meet many admirers, (perhaps Lord Mean- 
well among others) equally engaging and with 
ſuperior pretenſions; his chance of future pre- 
terence was extremely improbable. Over- 
come with theſe ideas, and feeling his diſap- 
pointments moſt poignant, Ah! Ann 5 
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ſaid he, i in vain would you bid me indul ge 
hope, cannot deceive myſelt; what is title 
or fortune to me if they have encouraged 
fallacious hopes, that in an humble ſtate I tried 
to ſuppreſs, from a conſcious unworthineſ— 
I had brought my mind to ſubmit to my ſity. 
ation, when an event happened I then thought 
_ fortunate, but productive of only trouble and 


diſappointment, by raiſing my eyes to your 


charming daughter, and ſuffering the torment 
of a refuſal, which however delicately and 
: tenderly, expreſſed, 18 ſtill a refuſal, and 
blights my happineſs for ever. | 


Not lo, Sir Charles, anſwered Mrs, Wood: 
ville, you poſſeſs her friendſhip and beft 


| eſteem, I do not think her young heart has 
yet felta preference for any one beyond that: 


I wiſh indeed you could diveſt yourſelf of a 


particular attachment, whatever may be the 
event; but you will always be near her, be 
received with pleaſure, and to providence we 


muſt leave the reft. Seeing he was over- 


vhelmed with chagrin, to rouſe his attention, 
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ſhe mentioned her wiſhes of his taking the 
truſt of Ellen's fortune, if the herſelf ſhould 
die before the other was of age. You muſt 
wonderat her abſence, I cannot, nor can Julia, 
tell you the horrid tale; you have my per- 
miſſion to aſk Lord Meanwell, and when 
you know all, my good friend, you will no 
longer be ſurpriſed at the great alteration you 
perceive for the worſe in my health: But, re- 
member, whatever you hear, let no confider- 
ations prevail on you fo far to interfere as to 
endanger your perſonal ſafety, or that of ano- 
ther perfon's ; this charge is to me of the 
greateſt importance, and 1 hope 1 may de- 
pend upon your obſervance of it, Sir C harles 
readily pledged his honor ſtrictly to obey her 
injunctions, and very ſoon took leave with a 
mind deeply impreſſed for the unwelcome in- 
elligence chat An been communicated o him. 
He v was enguaed to dine with Ford Mop: 
well, and, though very unfit for company, 
could not well decline it; indeed curioſity 
had ſome ſhare in prevailing on him to ful- 
Al his engagement. He did 105 was informed 
„ 6 RE of 


132 = ELLEN AND JULIA, 


of Ellen's errors, and felt for the diſtreſs of the 
mother and other daughter: He mentioned 


Julia in the higheſt terms of admiration, in 


which Lord Meanwell joined with ſuch ea- 


gerneſs and warmth as convinced poor Sir 


Charles he had indeed a rival, and a dangerous 


one, from his perſonal attractions and excel. 


lency of character, nevertheleſs, he could not 
reſolve to give up the purſuit, but determined 
to be a competitor, though a generous one, 
for the Prize which he thought ineſtimable. 


Several days paſſed on without any parti- 


cular occurrence ; Mrs. Woodville was now. 


ſo weak that ſhe was unable to bear the fa- 


tigue of a carriage, Sir Charles Evelyn could 


of courſe no longer hope for her com- 
pany in Oxfordſhire, and was compelled to 


ſet off alone to meet his mother and Mr. 
Hammond, whoſe ſtory he had related to 


Julia and Mrs. Woodville ; the former no 


longer able to indulge hope of her mother's 
recovery, gave herſelf up to grief and def- 
pair; in vain the poor lady ſtrove to recon · 


cile her to a ſtroke ſhe hourly expected. — 
e 
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Alas! what argument could ſpeak peace to 
the mind of an affectionate daughter, about 


ro loſe a mother on whom ſhe doated, and 
who was the only friend or relation ſhe could 


depend — 


My dear child, faid Mrs. Woodville, re- 
pine not at the decrees of the Almighty, my 
life for many years paſt has been a painful 
pilgrimage 3 the duties of a parent only ſup- 
ported me through the ſorrows that oppreſſed 
me for the melancholy ſituation of your father. 


O how changed from what he once was! 
but I truſt I ſhall ſoon join him in a more 


bliſsful change that will laſt for ever, to die“ 
is nothing, if we feel that inward ſatisfaction 


of having performed our ſeveral duties; I 
may have been deficient in many, but I truſt 
in the mercy of a juſt God, to pardon thoſe 


errors in which the heart had no ſhare. If 
| you ever ſee your ſiſter again, tell her, I for- 
gave ang. bleſſed her, that I prayed for her 
to the laſt hour of my life, that ſhe may eſ- 
cape the ſnares that are laid for her, and par- 
5 ticularly 
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ticularly the deluſions of her own heart: For 
you, my child, heaven I doubt not will pro. 
rect you if you place your confidence in him, 
Remember, whatever may be your ſtate and 
condition in life, nothing is ſo truly valuable 
as truth and ſincerity, and be aſſured, that 
though ſometimes virtue may be oppreſſed, 
it is ſeldom overpowered; and that vice, 
though for a time proſperous, i 1s never happy, 
its pleaſures are tranſitory, deluſive, and ter. 
minate in wretchedneſs. 
O, my mother, my dear mother, cried the 
weeping Julia, your example, your precepts, 


| ſhall be the rule of my life, never for a mo- 


ment will I forget your affectionate care of 
me, and the duties you enjoin me; but talk 
not of dying, I cannot bear it. Why fo, 
anſwered Mrs. Woodville, 'tis the inevitable 
ſtroke we muſt all feel, and all ſhould be pre- 
pared for; familiarizing our minds to the idea 
renders it lefs terrible, and! is a neceſſary lel- 
ſon to incite us to virtue; we ſhall not meet 
death the ſooner for reflecting on it, but 'tis 
whilſt we are in health, or at leaſt are perfect. 
V 1 
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in our intellects, that we ought to eaſe our 
minds of every concern and anxiety for thoſe 
we love and leave behind us; Lady Suſan 
Morgan has promiſed me to ſupply my place 
to you as a friend and mother; Lord Mean- 
well and Mr. Selwyn are joined in truſt : To 
the care of Sir Charles Evelyn I bequeath 
my poor miſguided Ellen, let her ſuffer no 
reproaches, alas! her own feelings will be ſuf- 
ficient when ſhe hears—vut 1 ſtill hope ſhe 


| may retrieve her errors, and that you may 


| with pleaſure embrace a ſiſter; Great God! 
| added ſhe with fervor, preferve my child, 
F preſerve her from the allurements of vice, 5 
_ and reſtore her to the paths of prudence and 
virtue. I fee, ſaid ſhe, after a little pauſe, | 
that I afflict your ſuſceptible heart, be com- 
forted, my Julia, I will no more oppreſs you, 
nor any more renew this converſation, I feel 
eaſter and better, and, after a little reſt, ſhall 
have revived ſpirits. In this weak and fluc- 
tuating ſtate of health ſhe continued above 
[2 fortnight, Julia never left her day nor night, 
and from grief. and“ want of reſt 1 was reduced 


to 
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to a mere ſhadow. Sir Charles Evelyn wa 


returned after having ſettled his mother com. 
fortably, and procured to Mr, Hammond's 
mind very unexpected eaſe and relief. 


On his arrival at Brandon Park, (the name 


of his ſeat) with him and his mother, they 
were extremely delighted with the ſituation 


and retirement, the clergyman of the Pariſh, 
their neareſt neighbour, paid his reſpects to 
them, and promiſed frequent viſits ; at the 


ſame time he was informed himſelf, and family 


would be all the company they deſigned to 


admit; he declined taking his dinner with 8 


them that day, being engaged to dine in the 


next village with Mr. Martin, an apothecary, : 


and his only acquaintance, Martin! repeated 


Mr. Hammond, is the gentleman old or 
young, or has he any family? He is near 
ſixty, replied the clergyman, and has one ſon 


and two daughters, amiable women; his ſon 
for ſome years ſuffered under ill health, owing 
to an unfortunate accident; he is lately re- 
turned from the South of F rance perfectly 


recovered. Pray, Sir, aſked Mr. Hammond, 


br 


int 


he 
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in an agitation that ſcarcely permitted him to 
breathe, did the young Mr. Martin ever reſide 
| in London? Yes, replied the other, he was 
intended for the mercantile line, but his ill 
health obliged him to decline it, and what 
ſtudy he was capable of has been ſince devoted 
| to his father's profeſſion... 


For a moment Mr. Hammond was ſilent, 
but ſuddenly raiſing his voice, I know Mr. 
Martin well, I will accompany you, Sir. Not 
now, my friend, ſaid Sir Charles, Yes, now, ; 
this inſtant, anſwered the other, my ſoul ſick- 

ens at the leaſt delay, he was my beſt friend, 

I muſt ſee him. Sir Charles offered to ride 
| with him, he declined it. No, I willgo with 
this gentleman only, The clergyman was 

{urpriſed and rather heſitated, but the other 

was impetuous, and ordering a horſe to be 
inſtantly got ready in ſpite of every perſua- 

ſion accompanied the gentleman, who was 
concerned he had mentioned the name, not 
knowing what to make of his behaviour, for 


he ſpoke not a ſyllable during the e ride of nine 
miles. 0 
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On their arrival through the court yard, he 
jumped off his horſe, now, Sir, be pleaſed to 
go in before me, and announce the name of 


Hammond: He ſpoke with an emphaſis, the 
other obeyed, though a little diſconcerted. 


Hammond, repeated a. voice, in a tone of : 


great ſurpriſe, Ves, Hammond, ſaid the 


other, bolting haſtily into the room, his whip 
in his hand, and throwing himſelf ſuddenly at 


young Martin's feet, behold the ungrateful 
wretch who inſulted and baſely treated his 
real friend; here, added he, preſenting the 
whip, here, revenge yourlelf on a villain, [ 
fubmit to the baſeſt indignity, and ſhall ap- 
plaud your juſtice. My dear, my worthy : 
_ friend, cried Martin, throwing away the whip, 
and embracing him, you are now yourſelf, | 
pyour ſenſes are reſtored, and the delufion which 
miſled your mind is no more: Here, added 
he, raiſing and preſenting him to his aſto- 
niſhed father and friend, is the friend of my 


youth, the beloved maſter, under whoſe roof, 


and from whoſe father I experienced. every 


5 kindneſs and civility, 
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It would be difficult to deſcribe the emo- 
tions of all preſent — the elder Martin took 
him by the hand, but he fell almoſt ſenſeleſs 
- into a chair ; the younger one whiſpered, re- 
cover yourſelf, my dear Sir, my father knows 
not your ſtory or mine; then turning to his 
father, the remembrance of a heavy laffr- 
tune, which deranged his intellects, affects 
him now, permit us to be alone: The two 
gentlemen accordingly withdrew, Hammond 
was ſtill ſilent, Martin again embraced him. 
Let our former miſunderſtandings be forgot- 
ten, you acted from the frenzy of a moment, 
deceived, and ſuſpicious appearances juſtified 
reſentment, though in a different manner per- 
haps, but we are not maſters of our paſſions: 
I was indeed a ſufferer, but I was innocent, 
that conſoled me; had 1 been able to move, 
in all probability, I too, inſtigated by paſſion, 
ſhould have%ought ; revenge; a ſick bed and 
reflection taught me to think more juſtly: I 
left town, and as the only puniſhment I wiſhed 
you, left you always i in ignorance whether I 
exiſted or not: Life indeed was long a bur- 


then 
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then to me, but it has pleaſed heaven to re. 
ſtore me I never, to any human being, di. 
cloſed your name, or the treatment I received, 
I conjure you then never to mention the cir. 
cumſtance, leave me to account for your be- 
haviour juſt now, accept my friendſhip, and 
permit me to ſolicit yours. 7 55 


Flammond, overcome by fuch unexam- 


pled generoſity, accepted the offered hand 


with tranſport, tears rolled down his cheeks! 
How undeſerving am I, cried he, of the 
bounty of heaven, in bleſſing me with two 


real friends; yes, dear Martin, with the warm 
eſt ſenſe of your condeſcention and kindneſs 
I embrace your offer, you have reſtored me 
to life; I will introduce you to another, who 
has a mind congenial with your own; toa 
' worthy woman alſo; to them I am indebted 
for my preſent tranſport, methinks I am ano- 
ther being — one painful recollection alone 
prevents perfect happineſs, After another 
quarter of an hour's converſation they were 
ſummoned to the dining parlour, here eaſe 
: and good humour ſeemed perfect reſtored, 


and 


— 28 
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and, on parting, Martin and bis father pro- 
miſed a ſpeedy viſit to Brandon Park, 


Sir Charles Evelyn, who had waited with 
great impatience for the return of his friend, 
was walking in the avenue, when he ſaw him 
alight from his horſe, and advance with an air 
1 cheerful, as quickly diſperſed every anxious 
fear. Congratulate me, dear Sir Charles, I 
am a new man, Martin is alive and more my 
friend than ever. He repeated the preceding 
ſcene. Ah! ſaid he, had heaven but ſpared 
my angelic wife, I ſhould have been but too, 
too happy; there is the ſting that muſt ever 
wound my peace, yet I rejoice Martin did 
not periſh by my brutality, in his company 1 
| ſhall ever find pleaſure in dwelling on my 
misfortunes, and acknowledging, that what- | 
ever my painful ſenſibilities are, I am happier 
than I deſexve to be. His friends congratu- 
nated him on the late event. The Martins 
came over in a day or two, alſo the clergy- 
man and his wife, the latter and the Miſs Mar- 
tins promiſed Mrs. Evelyn a ſmall but an 
agrecable circle of acquaintance. | After ſet- 


dig 
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tling his mother and friend, Sir Charles pre. 
pared to return to London for ſome time, 
though determined, if he found all his endea- 
voursdfruitleſs to obtain the hand of Julia, 
Brandon Park ſhould be his chief TEN, 


CHAP. XXI. 


-” Wars Sir Charles 5 his eds to 


Mrs. Woodville, he was exceſſively 


ſhocked to find her ſo much reduced that ſhe 
was unable to walk, and was carried from her 
bed to her chair; he ſpoke not, but his looks 
evidently pourtrayed the diſtreſs of his mind; 
he ſought to amuſe them by relating the for- 
tunate meeting of Hammond and Martin, 

which gave them much pleaſure. Mr. Ham- 

mond's little experience of the fallacy of 


' mankind, obſerved Mrs. Woodville, made 


kim 
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him an eaſy prey to the deceits of deſigning 
men, and is an excuſe for his unfortunate cre- 
dulity and conſequent errors: People who 
have good hearts themſelves, cannot eaſily | 
ſuſpect others of baſe i intentions, and hence | it 

is that villany is ſometimes triumphant, and 

virtue ſuffers ; but a day of retribution muſt 
come, when the wicked incur the puniſhment 
due to their crimes, and the virtuous mind 

enjoys that peace and happineſs ey ſo well 
deſerve. | 


In be evening of this day ble party of 
: friengs aſſembled round her, and every one 
endeavoured to amuſe her and ſooth poor 
Tz Julia—the poor lady was faint twice during 
the tea hour, but would not be prevailed on 
to retire. No, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling faintly, let 
me enjoy, whilſt I can, loctety lo dear to me, 
let me contemplate with delight thoſe Finds 
on whom I reſt for compoſure in this life, 
ſecure that my daughter will in them ind 
that protection her merit well deſerves; 3.018 
with pride I pronounce her the beſt of daugh- 
ters, the moſt candid and upright cf human 
15 - hearts; 
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hearts: O, Lady Suſan, added ſhe, taking her 
hand and joining it with Julia's acroſs her 
lap, receive my child as your child, ſhe wil 
deſerve the diſtinction. Both ladies bu | 
into tears, the gentlemen were extremely 
moved: Pardon me, faid ſhe with a faltering 
voice, I affe& you all, I had beſt I beliere 
withdraw, for I feel a little exhauſted. The 
nurſe and maid conveyed her to the next 
apartment, and the gentlemen obſerving 8 Juliz' 
_ diſtreſs, TOY. took _. 


I ball not leave you ſaid Lady Suſan, but 
| fend for my night cloaths. Good God! cried 
the other, do you then think my dear mo- 
ther ſo very ill? Do not alarm yourſelf, an- 
| ſwered her friend, I ſee no great change, but 
I certainly ſhall not leave you any more 
whilſt ſhe is ſo very indifferent. Julia made 
no reply, but haſtened to her mother's room, 
ſhe was juſt recovered from a fainting fit; 
ſeeing her come in, followed by Lady Suſan 
ſhe held out her hand, and looking earneſtly 
at her Ladyſhip, comfort my child, faid ſhe, 


| pry very inwardly, after which ſhe lay 
quiet 
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quiet for near three hours, then ſuddenly 
heaving three or four very quick and heavy 
ſighs, ſhe moved no more, but waked in a 
bliſsful eternity. Julia, who was hanging over 
her, gave a little ſhriek and remained mo- 
tionleſs, they hurried her away to another 
apartment, where Lady Suſan remained with 
her, after ſending off meſſengers to the gen- 
tlemen immediately concerned. 


The ſituation of Julia for many days was 
| too poignantly afflictive to admit of deſcrip- 
tion; ſhe would not quit the houſe until the 
laſt offices were performed, and all was over. 
| ſhe then mechanically complied with every 
1 requeſt of her friends, and quietly took up her 
| reſidence in Brook-Street, where Lady Suſan 
devoted her whole time to alleviate her ſor- 
row and compoſe her mind. Lord Mean- 
well, Sir Charles, and Mr. Selwyn, conſulting 
together, ſent off an expreſs to Paris, with an 
| account of Mrs. Woodville's death, and a 
copy of her will: There was no abſolute cer- 
| tainty Lord A— and his party were there, 
but being ſent c the Britiſh Ambaſſador, 
VOL. 1h, © N . there 
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there was no doubt the diſpatches would reach 
him. Mean time every neceſſary ſtep was 
taken to place Julia's fortune to an advan. 
tage; the gentlemen were all tenderly atten. 
tive to her, Lady Suſan doated on her, and, 
aſhamed to appear ungrateful to ſuch good 
friends, ſhe ſtruggled to conceal her grief, 
though ſhe could not ſubdue it, and often ſtole 


ed 8 | welt Woke 


— 
— — 


away for an hour to give eaſe to her heart 
by floods of tears; for, alas! how painful were IM *; 
her reflections, eleven months had only paſſed al 
fince the dreadful cataſtrophe of her father's WM 4 
death, ſhe had ſeen ever ſince a parent ſhe in 
almoſt adored, daily waſting before her eyes; Ia 
ſhe had loſt her ſiſter, and only relation, and a 
| how loſt her? Not cut off by an untimely 10 
death, but living! in a diſgraceful ſituation, al. th 
ſociating with a woman of diſſolute character, co 
and in her conduct bringing a reproach on Wl L: 
her; . obliged to the friendly attentions of che 
ſtrangers for an aſylum, and without a ſingle ¶ co 
being on whom ſhe could have any claim of I fur 
affinity. O, why, cried ſhe, did Sir Charles led 
I ever view me with a h pre. tur 


ference, 
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ference, or why declare it? How happy F 

| ſhould I have been to retire, with his mother, 1 
rom the world! I love Lady Suſan, moſt 4 
truly, but I hate campany, and in her houſe 

'tls impoſſible to avoid mixing with them 

ſometimes. 


Nothing however could be more truly 
friendly than her Ladyſhip's behaviour, ſne 
ſaw but very few people for the firſt ſix weeks, 
and the only perſon ſhe particularly intro- 
| duced to Julia, was Miſs Chancely, whom ſhe 
| invited to paſs a month with her : The young 
ladies were mutually pleaſed with each other, 
and being of a ſimilar diſpoſition and not very 
ond of a crowd, often paſſed the evenings in 
their dreſſing- room when there was more 
company than they approved of. Frequently 
Lord Meanwell and Sir Charles Evelyn were 
their gueſts, the latter ſtill doating on Julia, * 
could not deny himſelf the dangerous plea- ak 6 
| ſure of her company, and though he acknow- ft 
ledged Sophia her ſuperior in beauty of fea- 
tures, yet, in his eyes, ſhe wanted the thou- 
land graces that animated Julia's form, that —_ 
93 fealibiliry V 
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ſenſibility and delicacy which guarded every 
look and action. Yes, cried he, one night toa 
gentleman, that remarked Miſs Chancely was 
handſomer than Miſs Woodville, yes, there 
may be many women more beautiful, but ] 
have never yet met with one ſo charming, ſo 
truly amiable as Mils Woodville. Lord 
Meanwell exactly accorded with his ſenti- 
ments, and waited only until her firſt mourn- 
ing ſhould be over to offer her his hand and 
heart; mean time he endeavoured, by the 
moſt minute attention to her wiſhes, by marks 
of the moſt perfect admiration, to obtain an 
intereſt in her affections; whilſt Sir Charles, 


deſpairing yet ſtill adoring, kept a an attentive 


eye over both. 


| Julia had been nearly two months reſident 


with Lady Sulan, when, one morning that 
Lord Meanwell called there, ſhe aſked him 


to join their dinner party. It would afford 


me much pleaſure to do ſo, he replied, but! 
am engaged at Mr. Whitmore' s; A Niece ot 


bis and her huſband are. come over from Ire- 


land, they have been many years in India 
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Re) a party being made to introduce Major 


Sandford and his Lady among their friends, 
young Whitmore inſiſted upon my making 
one of the number. 


Sandford? repeated Julia, in ſome agita- 


tion, my late dear mother had a near relation 
of that name, who married a rich heireſs in 
Ireland, and, I believe, did go to India. It 


muſt be the ſame, ſaid Lord Meanwell eagerly, 
Miſs Witmore was an heireſs, her mother, as 
have heard, one of the firſt fortunes in Tre- 
land. Ah! exclaimed Julia, if Major Sand- 


ford ſhould be my relation—, And what if 
he ould? faid Lady Sufan, can he love you 
better than we do! Can the man you never 
ſaw, who is ignorant of your worth, and has 
only the cold claim of affinity to boaſt of, can 
he ſupercede our rights to your preferable 
love and friendſhip? No, my dear Madam, 
replied Julia, do not think ſo meanly of me 
as to ſuppoſe I am ſo ungrateful as ever to 
feel. ſuperior attachments to what I owe to 


you; but, methinks I am now a ſolitary being, 


a link broken from Aa great chain, eee 
Hz 0: 0 
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any relations: I wiſh, added ſhe, kiſſing her 
hand, to have other acknowledgments of your 
goodneſs to a poor orphan, than merely my 

_ grateful ones. Flattering girl, cried Lady 
»Suſan, how well you know your own powers; 
I confeſs you are ſo dear to me, I cannot hey 

a rival in your affections. Well, but tell me, 
ladies, faid Lord Meanwell, ſhall I make ay 
. Enquiries reſpecting Major Sandford's con- 
nexions? By all means, anſwered both in x 
breath. You may expect me, then, to drop 
in in the evening, as I know the curioſity of 
ladies will not bear to be WIG vith. : 


8 When he had taken leave, | Julia could not 
"conceal. her emotions: O, ſaid ſhe, what: 
ſupreme « delight to find ſome family connex- 
jons— but, ood. heavens! what can I fay of 
my ſiſter; dear Ellen, what account can I give 
of you? Why really, replied her Ladyſhip, 

I know no other way of accounting for her 
Gs abſence, than ſimply telling the truth, that ſhe 
is gone abroad for a few months with. a pati. 
5 However, do not be too ſanguine in your 
e expectations 
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expectations, this Major Sandford may not 
be your ga Sandford after all. 


Mis Chancely, after Lady Suſan left the 
room, ſaid to Julia, I never knew till this 
moment you had a ſiſter, pray has ſhe been 

abroad long? A few weeks only, replied the 
other, in ſome confuſion. Sophia inſtantly 

ſaw there was ſome myſtery in the buſineſs, 
and dropped the ſubject by abruptly aſking, 
pray, my dear Julia, which do you think is 
the handſomeſt man, Lord Meanwell or Sir 

Charles Evelyn? Indeed, replied Julia, I 
ſcarce ever aſked myſelf the queſtion, but I 
believe his Lordſhip may be ſuppoſed, in ge- 

neral, to have the preference. I really then, 

anſwered the other, differ from a general opi- 
nion, for I think Sir Charles Evelyn the moſt 
charming young man J ever ſaw, and did he 
direct half as much attention to me as he 
throws away on others, Jam afraid my heart 
would be in danger. I aſſure you, ſaid Julia, 
the perſon of Sir Charles is, in my eyes, the 
leaſt of his perfections; as far as I can judge 
from my acquaintance with him, he has every 

5 H. * good 
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good quality that can entitle him to genera} 


eſteem. And yet you are indifferent to him, 
ſaid Sophia, ſmiling. Not as a friend, replied | 
the other, or a brother, but if you mean in 


any other light, I certainly am. A brother! 
repeated Miſs Chancely, haſtily and changing 


colour, is their a probability then he will be. 
come your brother? No, indeed, ſaid Julia 
ſmiling in her turn at the ſecret ſhe had diſ- 


covered, not the ſmalleſt I aſſure you, 


Here the converſation took a different tum, 


Sophia aſked Julia's advice in what manner 


| ſhe had beſt diſpoſe of herſelf, I cannot aſk 
Lady Suſan, ſaid ſhe, becauſe J know her 
generous hoſpitality would incline her to offer 
me her houſe as an aſylum, which is a thing 
I cannot think of; my couſin Frampton be- 
ing unmarried, offers me no protection from 
him, and a young woman, alone and unpro- 
tected, is in a moſt diſagreeable ſituation. 
I own it, replied Julia, and am incompetent 
to adviſe you on the ſubje&, from the little 
knowledge I have of the world, but I am per- 
fuaded when her Lan invited you to her 
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houſe, it was with the moſt friendly intentions, 


and therefore, as a friend, ſhe ought to be 


conſulted before you fix on any plan. Well 
] ſhall conſider of 1 It, anſwered Miſs Chancely, 


at preſent I am very far from being eaſy. 


Ah! thought Julia, when ſhe left her, 1 


fear indeed, my ſweet friend, you have ad- 


mitted a gueſt into your boſom that gives: 


you many unpleaſant ſenſations; would to 


heaven Sir Charles Evelyn could view her 
with the partiality ſhe deſerves, how ſincerely 
ſhould I rejoice 1n their union. She watched 
the tardy hours, impatient for the return of 


Lord Meanwell — the evening was far ad- 


vanced, and even Lady Suſan had began to 
deſpair of ſeeing him, when a loud rapping 


at the door ſet them all in agitation — his 


Lordſhip and Major Sandford were inſtantly 
announced. On their entrance my Lord pre- 
ſented him to his ſiſter, and then conducted 
him to the trembling J ulia— Major, I have 
the happineſs to introduce to you your lovely 
relation, Miſs Julia Woodville; I need not, 
| Madam, addreſſing her, inform you, this is 


Hs. indeed. 
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indeed the Major Sandford you wiſhed to ſe 

Whilſt he was ſpeaking the Major kiſſed her 

hand and expreſt the higheſt ſatisfaction in the 
_ introduction. | 


1 | NO paſſed, my charming 
couſin, ſince the correſpondence in our fa. 


milies dropped, nor after you left France did 
J receive a ſingle letter from your amiable 
and beloved mother, poſſibly letters might 
miſcarry, for we were ſtationed far up in the 
country: We are but juſt arrived, and I in. 
| tended making it one of my firſt cares to en- 
quire out your family — to meet you thus is 
indeed an unexpected pleaſure. Julia, whom 
the mention of her mother had deeply af- 


fected, with a low and tremulous voice ac- 


| Knowledged equal pleaſure. Lady Suſan 


who ſaw her emotion, by a cheerful and good 


humoured fally ſought to enliven the con- 
verſation — You have not merely found one 
relation, Major, but you may expect the in- 
convenience of a whole family, for I claim 
| her as my younger ſiſter by adoption, this 


young kay calls ber the ſiſter of ber 
hear, 
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heart, and my Lord claims her as—as—pray, 
my Lord, explain the nature of your preten- 
ſions. As your brother, anſwered he, endea- 
vouring to ſmile off his confuſion, at this 

malicious queſtion, and equally attached to 

the dear Lady, my pretenſions, as you call 
them, want no explanation. Julia hung her 


head, extremely abaſned at the archneſs of 
Lady Suſan's manner. Well, well, cried her 
Ladyſhip, laughing, you men are always at a 
loſs to expreſs your ſentiments and feelings in 
the pretty manner natural to women; I know 
your heart at leaſt ſympathizes with mine, 


and fo, Major, you will have large family 
claims upon you and your Lady. If any thing 
Madam, he replied, could add to the delight 


feel in meeting this dear young lady, it muſt 
be the honor you permit me to hope for of 
introducing Mrs. Sandford to your Lady ſhip 
and your friends. Come, my ſweet Julia, 
thank your couſin for me and yourſelf, and 
_ to-morrow morning expect us, Major, to pay 
| our reſpects to your Lady. You will do her 
. den honor and pleaſure, he replied, and I. 
| . am 
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am ſure ſhe will rejoice in the acquiſition of 
a relation ſo amiable as your Ladyſhip's pro- 


tection aſſures me ſhe muſt be: ] do not in. 


deed exactly underſtand etiquette or I ſhould 
ſuppoſe Mrs. Sandford ought to wait upon 
you. No, no, anſwered ſhe, in England the 


firſt compliment is always due to ſtrangers, 


therefore pray be at home to ſtand maſter of 


the ceremonies. Your Ladyſhip may de- 
pend J will not fail doing myſelf that honor. 


It being late, and the gentlemen obliged to 
return tp the company ys had left, they 
ſoon took leave. 


1 8 my dear Julia, ſaid Lady Suſan, 


1 never ſaw you to ſo much diſadvantage, | 
why, my love, you ſcarcely opened your lips. 


I am indeed aſhamed, anſwered ſhe, at the 


ſpiritleſs figure I made, but his relation to 


my dear mother, and mention of her name, ſo 


entirely diſconcerted me, recalled ſuch afflict- 
ing ſcenes to my remembrance, that I could 


ſcarcely command my feelings, and with dif- 


fliculty repreſſed the tears ready to flow; ſure 
he muſt think me a ſtrange inanimate being. 


Take 5 
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Take care then, my dear girl, to retrieve 
your loſt conſequence to-morrow, not but 
you may make yourſelf perfectly eaſy, you 
have an excellent advocate, who will not fail 
to blazon forth all your perfections, though 
he too was not altogether ſo ready in expreſ- 
ſion, I think he made but a bungling piece 
of work in his formal anſwer; however, 1 
muſt tell you, I like this couſin of yours very 
well at preſent, but if he preſumes to lay any 
plans for robbing me of my ſweet ſiſter, I 
ſhall give my vote for diſpatching him off to 
| Ireland as ſoon as poſſible, for poſſitively no 
5 hundredth couſin ſhall ſupercede my claims. 
| To my heart, to my love, and gratitude, ſo 
eminently your due, cried Julia, tis impoſ- 

ſible they ſhould. That's a dear girl; now 
| then behold me ready to love all thoſe that 

admire you, your relations ſhall be mine. 

The following day the ladies viſited Mrs. 
Sandford, whom they found a very elegant 
_ polite woman; ſhe claimed her affinity to 
Julia, with marks of equal pleaſure and eſteem, 
and acknowledged the honor of a viſit from 
which 
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which ſhe hoped toderive equal ſatisfaction arg 
improvement. As it was the firſt time ſhe 
had ever been in London, and Mr. W hitmore 
had no wife, Lady Suſan offered herſelf as n 
chaperon to viſit the public amuſements, and 
introduce her to her friends. This politeneſ 
was gratefully accepted, and they were en- 
gaged to dine in Brook-Street the next day, 
and accompany her Ladyſhip to the opera. 
On their return home they found cards from 
Mr. Selwyn and Sir Charles Evelyn. Lady 
Suſan was engaged that evening to a rout, 
no perſuaſions could induce Julia to go, ſhe 
thought ſhe ſacrificed her inclinations ſuffici- 
ently in ſeeing company at home, but never, 
aid ſhe, will I partake of amuſements out of | 
doors whilſt my heart inceſſantly regrets a 
beloved mother, and bleeds for the errors of 
' a miſguided ſiſter ; I have not. yet experienced 
that ſoothing balm for all our ſorrows, I have 
not yet taſted the waters of oblivion, which 
are ſaid to lull into forgetfulneſs all remem- 
brance of our miſeries, memory yet too faith- 
ful, repreſents paſt ſcenes of woe, and recalls 
ent 8 
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the idea of a beloved ſiſter, drawn from the 


paths of virtue, wounding the boſom of a 
deeply wounded parent, and laying up for 


herſelf heart-breaking remorſe and unavailing 
= repentance.” 


Lady Sufan, who knew and reſpected the 


feelings of Julia, when ſhe found her diſin- 
clination to company, ceaſed to perſuade her; 
ſhe knew, from experience, that time and 


| reaſon only could ſubdue them, and that a 
| heart early impreſſed with love and duty, and 


to which a ſenſe of the late unhappy occur- 


rences in her family, had added ſtr ength, and 


imprinted in indelible characters the reſpect 


| ſhe owed to the memory of her unfortunate 
and truly eſtimable mother; ſhe knew ſuch a 


mind could not yield preſently to the allure- 
ments of pleaſure, or feel gratification in a 


crowd of inſignificants, equally incapable of 


affording improvement or entertainment : 


She charefces permitted Julia to follow her 


own inclinations, and though, from early ha- 


bits, and a deſire to accord with the general 
conduct of perſons of faſhion, ſhe ſubmitted 
DOR FRY PREY! 3 . 
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to fall in with the rules eſtabliſhed by the 
faſhionable world, ſhe yet prefered a ſocial 


party at home to all the crowded aſſemblies 
ſhe occaſionally viſited, 


Inthe evening when he had lob the young ; 
ladies to themſelves, they had an addition to 
their ſober tetẽ à tetè by the company of Sir 

Charles Evelyn and Mr. Selwyn, to them 
Julia communicated the pleaſing ſurpriſe ſhe 
had met with, in the recovery of a relation ſhe 

had ſcarcely ever expected to meet with, and 
| hoped ſhe might be, permited to introduce 
two of her beſt friends to them. Both gen- 
tlemen very readily accorded with her wiſhes, 


Scon after Mr. Selwyn being rather en- 
gaged in converſation with Miſs Chancely, | 
Sir Charles took the opportunity to lay he 
had received a letter from Lord A—. And 
what, what does he ſay ? cried Julia eagerly. 3 
Very little indeed more than what was to the 
purpoſe— that at the requeſt of Miſs Wood- 
ville, he thanked me for my information, 
tlie young lady was exceedingly afflicted at 
if; 
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che death of her mother, at the ſame time 


perfectly ſatisfied with placing her fortune 
in the care of Sir Charles Evelyn, whom ſhe* 
congratulated on his acceſſion to title and 
eſtates he ſo much merited; that in leſs than 


a month their party would return to England, 


when his Lordſhip would be happy to renew 


and cultivate an acquaintance begun at an 


| early period of life” With a few more very 


civil ſpeeches he concluded his letter. Guod 


God! cried Julia, they return to England, 
where can ſhe mean to reſide? I hope not 
| with Lady Booty. O what can I do, how 
muſt I act? I ſhall go diſtracted if ſhe lives 
with that woman. Compoſe yourſelf, dear 
Madam, and conſult Lady Suſan, whether 
you can with propriety interfere. With pro- 
| priety, Sir Charles, good heavens! can there 
be any impropriety in interference where a 
| ſiſter's character is concerned? Will you 
| permit me, Madam, in the character I may 
| aſſume, from the truſt Mrs. Woodville ho- 
nored me with, to be your repreſentative ? 
| Indeed J will not, anſwered ſhe, timid as you 
338 
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may poſlibly think me, I have ſpirit enough 
in ſuch a cauſe to undertake any thing—hy 


enough of this for the preſent. When did 


you hear from Mrs. Evelyn? This morn. 
ing, Madam, he replied, ſhe commiſſioned 


me to make her beſt reſpects to you. I hope 


one day, ſaid Julia, to pay her a viſit, why 


will ſhe not come and reſide in town, She | 


appears to have inſuperable objections, whe. 
ther I ſhall ever prevail upon her to alter her 
preſent reſolutions I know not; tis more than 
probable I ſhall reſide in the country myſelf, 


for if the firſt wiſhes of my heart cannot be 


gratified, all places muſt be alike indifferent, 
and the farther from town the better. E 


This ſpeech, which he pronounced in a 
mournful voice, and was the only intimation 


he had perſonally given her of his affection, 


diſconcerted Julia a good deal, but trying to 
recover herſelf, ſhe ſaid, we are not always 


Judges, Sir Charles, of what gratifications 
may be moſt conducive to our real happinels, 
blind and ill judging mortals often flight the 


: good and prefer the evil; another time per- 
75 | h. 


I higheſt degree of perfection in themſelves are 
moſt candid toward others, tis only very plain 
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haps I may illuſtrate this more plainly to you, 
for, be aſſured, I have not a friend in the 
world whoſe happineſs is more my wiſh than 
yours. He bowed and would have thanked 
her, but the word friend, ſpoken with an em- 
phaſis, ſtruck forcibly upon his feelings, and 
for a moment precluded utterance. Julia 
immediately joined in a general converſation, 
ſhe ſought every occaſion of ſhewing Miſs 
Chancely to an advantage ; ſhe praiſed her 
ſentiments, coincided in her opinions, and 
once, when in the courſe of the evening ſhe 
left the room, obſerved what a very lovely 
girl ſhe was, yet, ſaid ſhe, that is but ſmall 
praiſe, ſhe is as good as ſhe is beautiful, and 
a moſt delightful companion. Tis very ſel- 
dom, obſerved Mr. Selwyn ſmiling, that one 
lady can do another ſo much Juſtice ; but 1 
have generally found thoſe who have the 


perſons, and narrow minds, that are envious 
and malicious. Generally ſpeaking I believe 


: your obſervation may be Juſt, anſwered Sir 
| Charles, 
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Charles, but we often hear ill- natured far. 
caſms, and oblique ſcandal uttered from very 
pretty lips. Yes, returned Mr. Selwyn, from 


ſome handſome automatons, without ſouls, 


you hear ſcandal and malice, becauſe their 


conceptions riſe no higher than comparative 


beauty, and when that is all a woman has to 
boaſt of, ſhe is naturally jealous of whoever 
may excell her in that one particular, and to 
ſay truth, added he, our public places, our 
aſſemblies and routs, are, for the moſt part, 
compoſed of the latter claſs of ladies, who, in 
mercy to mankind, prevent or counteract the 
miſchief of their eyes by the malice or no- i 


thingneſs of the ir converſation. Y 


Fye, Mr. e SEP Talks,” I proteſ _ 
you ſpeak like an old ſplenetic bachelor, dif- 
appointed in his favorite lady, and unable to 
obtain the good graces of another. I never 
knew but two young ladies, anſwered he, that 
engaged my attention for more than a day at 
moſt; one has been dead ſeveral years, and 

thought in her all female perfection was bu- 

ried for ever, cut off ſuddenly whilſt bloſſom- 
ing 
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ing youth promiſed her the faireſt proſpects 

of happineſs, poſſeſſing every female accom- 

pliſhment, and adored by her parents and 
friends, the lovely Louiſa, unconſcious of her 

fate, was ſnatched in a moment from a world 
ſhe adorned to reach e in the reaims 
above. 


Mr. Selwyn was affected, Julia's tears trem- 
bled in her eyes, but ſhe could not ſpeak— 
He reſumed—Some years are paſt ſince this 
event, and 'tis but lately I have found ano- 
ther © good and beautiful as ſhe; now pray, 

faid he, affecting to ſmile, and divert the ſe- 
riouſneſs of Julia's countenance, pray don't 
| you be inquiſitive to know who this ſecond 
nonpareil is, for I promiſe you I make a point 
of concealing the name of my favorite fair, 
that every lady may flaiter herſelf with being 
_ the happy, one ſo honored. You are very 
obliging, replicd Julia, to give us all a chance 
in our own opinion for WA ſo diſtinguiſhed, 
you know not but I may grow vain upon the 
ies. If you do, anſwered he, your claim 
muſt ceaſe at aues, tor I deteſt vanity as the 
idol 
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| idol that miſleads nine tenths of your ſex into 
folly and vice. I will endeavour then, ſaid 


ſhe, to guard againſt it, for J am ambitious 


of your favorable opinion, and being conſci- 
ous of but few pretenſions, tis the partiality 


of vanity in my heart, and their reproofs, 


ſhall weed them from my mind. 


we to intrude on you, returned he, therefore 
ve obey. 


of my friends only that can ſcatter the ſeeds 


whenever thoſe ſeeds make their appearance, 


the ence of Miſs Chancely put an end 
to the ſubject, and only general converſation 
took place for the remainder of the time tle 
_ gentlemen ſtayed ; Julia looking at her watch - 
told them it was half paſt ten. That is, faid 
Sir Charles, telling us our viſit has been long 
and tedious. Neither the one nor the other, 
anſwered Julia, but we muſt not indulge our- 
ſelves at the expence of decorum. Nor ought | 


After they had whin 1 Sophia. for a 

5 few moments was filent, but ſuddenly recol- 7 
* herſelf, the aſked Julia, if Sir Charles 
Evelyn | 
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Evelyn was not her declared admirer. She 
heſitated a little, but at length replied, I will 
be very candid with you, my dear Sophia, 
when we lived in the country he was our 
neighbour, and rendered us a thouſand friendly 
offices, conſequently we were very intimate, 
and being ſhut out from all other female con- 
| vyerfation, it was no wonder if he evinced ſome 
partiality for me, and he actually did ſpeak to 
my dear mother on the ſubject of addreſſing 
me, but as 1 never conceived any other idea 
of him than as a friend, I diſcouraged the ap- 
plication, and never to me has Sir Charles 
mentioned the ſubject, nor I dare ſay never 
| will, Well, anſwered the other, 'tis aſtoniſh- 
ing to me you could refuſe him. And would 
you have me accept him? aſked Julia, The 
other bluſhed, I ſee, Miſs Woodville, you 
| think I prefer Sir Charles to any other man, 
And why ſhould you not, ſaid Julia, I think 
tis a proof of your judgment if you do. 
What on ſo ſlight an acquaintance, and when 
he loves another? As to the firſt, anſwered 
Jula, he | is one of thoſe characters that you 


may 
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may know as well in a month as ſeven years, 


for his heart is in his hand, and his ming i; 
above all deception; and as to his love for ano- 
ther, few men, I have been told, love long 


without hope, and ſuppoſing he once did % 


nor me with a preference, remember it was 


at a time when I was almoſt the- only toler- 
able female within his knowledge, I am very 


ſure he has not at preſent any idea that ever 
I ſhall be his, and poſſibly by this time has 


ceaſed to deſire it. Ah! cried Miſs Chancely, 


pou are blind if you think ſo, his eyes are 
always rivetted on you, and his whole ſoul ap- 
pears in them, he deveurs every word you | 


ſpeak. Phoo, nonſenſe, ſaid Julia laughing, 


I tell you he is free as air and therefore I beg 
you will let fly a few arrows from your bright 
eyes, and allo open your ruby lips ſometimes 
and not make me a downright goſſip becauſe 


you chooſe to be dumb. Sophia, cheered 


by the candour and pleaſantry of her friend, 


confeſſed ſhe was very deſirous of being diſ- 


tinguiſhed by him. Then I'll inſure you ſuc- | 
ceſs, anſwered Julia, be a little more familiar 
. Dia oo with 
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with him, let him ſee your perſon is the leaſt 
of your pretenſions, and you will ſoon cap- 
tivate, 


The arrival of Lady Suſan put an end to 
the ſubject, ſhe was in high ſpirits : Well, my 
dear girls, have you had any viſitors ? Julia 
| mentioned their two beaus. Ah! ſly ones, 
cried ſhe, a fine ſentimental quartetto no 
. doubt, however, I am glad you have been 
amuſed : I have had ſuch delightful enter- 
tainment, that it has put me in charity with 
routs as long as I live. When I arrived at 

the old Ducheſs' s door, the crowd of carri- 
ages was ſo great that it was near twenty mi- 
nutes before my coach could draw up, and 
I had half a mind to have returned home, 
fortunately I did not, a ſuite of five large 
rooms were abſolutely ſo crowded that I was 
| almoſt ſuffscated ; at length I made my way 

through to one where I faw ſome of my ac- 
e at the card tables: At one of hem 
was placed Lady Dare well, the Counteſs of 
Ewington, Colonel Satchell, and Sir Thomas 
Metbourne 3 now you muſt underſtand, Lady 
vol. 11. = ys Ewington 
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Ewington ĩs is a Dowager ofQuality,but with little 
or no fortune; ſhe was married for her beauty 
without a ſhilling; her Lord, whoſe anceſ- 
tors by their n had ruined the family 
fortune, except a {mall eſtate. that was entailed, 
after he came to the title and found an in. 
ſufficiency to ſupport it, and no male heir to 


be of ſervice to him, abſolutely, died of a 


broken heart, leaving her near three hundred 


a year: ſhe Is ſuch an excellent. economiſt | 
that with an income ſo inconſiderable ſhe 


contrives to keep an excellent houſe, a gen- 


teel eſtabliſnment, a carriage, and weekly 
routs. To be ſure her viſitors and good 
5 friends are ill natured enough to ſay, her routs 
are extremely productive, that her houſe is 
frequented by abundance of gay faſhionable 


people, who can ſee their friends there; ſuch” 


as ſevere huſbands, jealous wives, and ava- 
ricious fathers, will not admit; and, that thoſe . 
dear friends, ſenſible of her kindneſs, repay 
by, their generoſity the extraordinary expen- 
ces her good. nature muſt incur; they fay 
alſo, ſhe always keeps the pool at quadrille, | 
4 OY Te gs 
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the only game ſhe ever plays, and is very 
dexterous. in the management of it in ſhort, 
with all thoſe abundant good qualities, ſhe is 
a welcome gueſt every where. You ſmile, 
girls, no matter, you don't + A the | 
1 of the faſhionable world. 


Well, choſe four perſons. were ſeated at 
quadrille, .I was ſtanding behind Lady Lucy 
Pleydell, at another table, when my attention 
was caught by very loud voices: ©I tell you, 
my Lady, ſaid Lady Darewell, tis no ſuch 
thing, you had not another trump, and your 
| baſto ought to have fallen to my manille— 
pretty thing. indeed, to renounce and then 
take my king, and prevent a vole.” © You. 

are miſtaken, Madam, I had three trumps be- 
ſide baſto.” No ſuch thing I fay, no ſuch 

thing, you had but one; pray, Colonel, had 
Lady Ewington more than one? Excuſe 
me, Madam, I never interfere between two. 
ladies.” Very fine indeed, fo I am to be 
cheated out of my vole.” «© Cheated! Ma- 
dam, replied her Ladyſhip, that is very 
lirange language.“ It may. be ſtrange for 
5 12 VV 
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you to hear it, replied the other, but t; 
true nevertheleſs, and often ſaid behind Your 
| back.” Tou grow ſcurrilous, Madam: Sir 
Thomas, I am ſurpriſcd you will permit me 
to be thus inſulted.“ Inſulted! I ſhould not 
think of inſulted, indeed ; I tell you, Madam, 
I will have my vole, no beggarly Lady of 
Quality ſhall cheat me out of my money,and 
then cry, ſhe is inſulted, I inſiſt upon being 
paid.” Saying this ſhe caught up the pool. 


By this time every one was crowded round 
them, Lady Ewington laid hold of it alſo, 
each ſtruggled to retain it, ſcolding like bed- 
lamites, till in their violent efforts the pool 
- was overturned, and the money ſcattered on 
the floor. Lady Darewell enraged to mad- 
neſs with her diſappointment, and the laugh 
of the company, gave her antagoniſt a violent 
box on the ear, which was returned with 1n- 
tereſt, and preſently feathers, flowers, ribbons, 
laces, and all the paraphernalia of drels was 


demoliſhed in both ladies, 


The 
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The gentlemen vainly endeavoured to pre- 


vent all this confuſion, the two combatants, 


enraged at the depredations made in their 


dreſs, the unfortunate expoſure of a few little 
_ neceſſary auxiliaries, ſuch as falſe eye brows, 


falſe hair, the mixture of white and red, which 


from powder, tears, and their blows, were 
all indiſcriminately mixed together, and made 


their faces at once terrific, yet laughable to 
the higheſt degree, nor 'till both were ex- 
hauſted, and their cloaths in tatters, could 
any interference be heard. Lady Darewell 
went into violent hyſterics, whilſt the other, 


| eathering up her tattered finery, and picking 
up at the ſame time a few guineas from the 


floor, buſtled through the crowds that were 


drawn to the ſcene of battle, and haſtened to 


an anti- chamber until her carriage could be 


found to take her off, 


We there was no nl miſchief done, I 


own I never enjoyed any entertainment in my 
life equal to this. Lady Ewington was a 
voman ] always held in the higheſt contempt, 


and for the other, I conſidered it as a retali- 
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ation for her impertinence to you, Sophi 
Ah! faid ſhe, but ] have alſo many obligz. 
| tions to her, Madam, and it gives me great 
pain to hear ſhe was ſo expoſed; but, Pray 
how did your Ladyſhip leave her? I an 
pleaſed with your ſenſe of gratitude, replied 
Lady Suſan, and you do right to feel a lite 
I for her.; but, I confeſs, my ſenſations were of 
| a different kind; however J aſſiſted toward 
her recovery, and her Paſſions beine: g tolerabh 
ſubſided, ſhe began to conſider of the 
figure ſhe made, and a rueful one it as 
Indeed.” ; oe. 


: The Ducheſs conveyed her to another 
apartment, I followed, not altogether from 
Kkkindneſs I own—her Grace's woman attended 
and endeavoured to repair her dreſs, but the 
thing was impoſſible, and her lamentations 
againſt that horrid old woman, Lady Ewine- 
ton, and the loſs of her vole, was ſo truly fi. 
diculous, that it was impaſſible to keep one's 
countenance. The Ducheſs had ordered her 
chair to take her home, as her on carriage 
could not be found, but juſt as ſhe was about 
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to take leave, ſhe cried out, what became 
of the money? I had fourteen guineas due 
to me from the pool, I will not loſe it, I hope 
that cheating woman did not get my money, 
I defire it may be ſearched for, and that tlie 
7 gentlemen may be told J will have my four- 
teen guineas. The Ducheſs could not ſup- 
preſs a ſmile, depend upon it, Madam, your 
money "ſhall be ſought for, I ſhould be - 
tremely ſorry if you was deprived of your 
right in my houſe. This aſſurance comforted 
her a little, but when ſlie left the room ſhe 
again reminded the ſervants to look for her 
money. We returned to the rooms, and the 
gentlemen very readihy ſearched for the dear 
money, but, alas! only five guineas could be . 
recovered, ſo what will become of the poor 
lady to-morrow I cannot tell. 


þ Well dies don't 500 Iltd I Have id 
high entertainment? Why, doubtleſs, an- 
foered Julia, thoſe two ladies made them- 
| ſelves completely ridiculous, but really for 
the honor of thy ſex, I ſhould have been much 
mortified to ſee two rational beings, of ſome _ 
14 conſoquenice 
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conſequence 1 in the world, degrade themſches 
by behaviour excuſable only in the loweſt 
order of people. Why, yes, my dear, replied 
Lady Suſan, I have no doubt the goodneſs 
of your heart would have felt for the two 
Dowagers; unaccuſtomed to the variety of 
pretty ſcenes we ſee exhibited at the card 
tables, you would have been terrified and dil. 
treſſed; to be ſure it was the firſt battle Lever 
was a witneſs to, but many a time have I ſeen 

cui ſes ſpringing to the lips, and half ſup- 

pre ſſed, many furious looks and ſarcaſtic ex- 
Preſſions, that coſt a world of pains to bear 
with decent patience— In ſhort, my dear Julia, 
were you to viſit in ſome houſes, you would 
think the women all furies, the men all deep 
politicians, with whom gambling 1 is a ſcience, 

and, apparently the great ſtudy of their lives. | 
And yet you go to theſe parties? ſaid Julia. 
To be ſure, or I might ſoon live as ſolitary as 

a nun: Now and then child I treat myſelf with 
Aa luxury, and ſpend a day or fo alone, or with | 
a choſen friend, but if I indulged too often it 

would ceaſe to be a luxury, and, of courle, 1 


1 e | ſhould 


mould derive no pleaſure from the indulgence; 


thus you ſee I am a philoſopher in my amuſe- 
ments, and a woman in my love of variety. 


Poor Lady Darewell, faid Sophia, I cannot 
help thinking of her, and ſhall certainly call 
to-morrow to ſee how ſhe does after this 
_ evening's misfortunes. Pray do, replied Lady N 


Suſan, poor ſoul! I dare ſay ſhe'll cut a 


mighty ſimple figure, though by the bye that 


_ odious Lady Ewington was certainly till 


| worſe off than herſelf, only, I believe, ſhe had 
ſome of the gold, whereas Lady Darewell loſt : 
her vole, money, and all. As it was now a 
te hour, the ladies ſeparated for the night, 
and Julia felt an increaſed contempt and diſ- 
like of faſhionable. Pe. and. faſhionable 


| manners. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


HE following morning, whilſt Miſs 
Chancely went to pay her viſit to Lady 
Darewell, Julia took the opportunity to con- 


ſult Lady Suſan, at Sophia's requeſt, in what 
manner ſhe could beſt diſpoſe of herſelf. 1 
think, anſwered her Ladyſhip, we muſt ſee 
to get her a good huſband, and apropos, what 
do you think of Lord Meanwell for her? 
Me? Madam. I think? replied Julia, ex · 
tremely confuſed, I think Miſs Chancely a 
charming young woman, and his Lordſhip a 
moſt amiable man. Then you think they are & 
deſerving of each other, and would make a 
happy couple? *If their inclinations accord, 
doubtleſs they will.. And pray, aſked Lady 
Suſan, with a an arch look, have you any idea 


that 
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that their inclinations tend that way? *Shall 
[ entreat your Ladyſhip to excuſe me from 
anſwering that queſtion, becauſe it will natu- 

rally lead to another, which I cannot anſwer 
' without a breach of confidence.“ O, I never 

interfere with the ſecrets of young folks, re- 
plied ſhe, without a voluntary communication, 
but may I aſk, if you can gueſs which way Sir 
Charles Evelyn's affections incline. I ſhould: 
be wholly inexcuſable, anſwered Julia, if in 
what concerns myſelf only I had the ſmalleſt 
reſerve towards your Ladyſhip. She then 
frankly repeated every thing that had hap- 
pened relative to his application to her mo- 
ther, and her rejection of him. You really 
ſurpriſe me, ſaid her Ladyſhip, I could ſcarcely 
have believed a diſengaged heart would de- 
cline the addreſſes of Sir Charles Evelyn, you 
will pardon me my love if I think you to 
blame, Perhaps I am ſo, replied Julia, a 
little peeviſhly, and the world in general 

may condemn me, but I am very young, I 

wiſh not to enter into a connexion until I am 

E berter acquainted with my own heart. 1 am 

2 'Y "by 
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by no means an advocate for very early mar. 

riages, ſaid her Ladyſhip, but a young wo- 
man with your attractions will naturally excite 
admiration. and many pretenders, and ſuch 
is the depravity of the world, that nine-tenths 

. of them perhaps may be worthleſs, therefore 

when a really deſerving, man offers himſel, 

one for whom you have the higheſt eſteem, 
and no particular prejudice in favor of ano. 
ther, truſt me, my love, that eſteem lays a 

much ſtronger foundation for matrimonial 

| happineſs to build upon, than the girliſh fan- 
_ cies commonly called love. And is love and 
| eſteem incompatible 1 in the ſame object? aſked 

Ila... By no means, anſwered the other, 
ſiace love is the conſequence of eſteem in ge- 
neral, for a good mind cannot love inde- 

pendent of eſteem; but, my dear Julia, young 
people are often romantic, when a fooliſh art- 
ful fellow tells them he is expiring, he doats, 
he dies for love, that they are angels, ſuperior 
to all other women, and, in ſhort, gratifes 
their vanity and ſelf. love ſo as to make them 
delighted with the flatterer, they preſently 


form 
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form an idea that they alſo muſt be in love, 


and that the charming man who has put them 


in ſuch good humour with themſelves, is the 
only man in the world calculated to make 
them happy; under this deception they often 


fall a prey to an artful pretender, who in leſs 


than a month tumbles the goddeſs from her 


— 
throne and dwindles her into a mere woman: 


The fabrick ſhe had raiſed of her ſelf. conſe- 
| quence is not ſo eaſily ſhaken, and the ill- 


judging and ungrateful man, from the only 


one in the world ſhe could love, becomes the 
object of her averſion; mutual diſlike, per- 
petual quarrels enſue, and the conſequences 


are eaſy to be gueſſed at. Such, my dear, 


are too often the fate of what | is called love 


matches; but, be aſſured, you muſt firſt eſteem 


a man for the good qualities of his heart and 
head, before your Preference of him deſerves 
to be called love, or can in any ſhape pro- 
miſe you a permanency of e in the 


married ſtate, 


E 1am entirely of your Ladyſhip's opinion, 
replied Julia, but yet 'tis poſſible to eſteem a 


F 


wy 8 Yan without wiſhing a nearer connexion, be. 


e my houſe, and favor me wich her company 


back drawing- room, ſhe thoue ht they implied 


1 ts — ELLEN AND JULIA, 


cauſe, where equal merit appears you may 
equally eſteem half a dozen, and you cannot 
marry all. No, ſaid the other, ſmiling, one 
out of the half dozen, depend upon it, may 
ſteal a preference, though unconſcious of it 
; yourſelf, unleſs any particular occaſion calls i 
forth. Well, ſaid Julia, I have not that very 
great preference for Sir Charles Evelyn, and 
therefore I do right in declining his addreſſes, 
becauſe poſſibly there may be others {til 
more ſenſible of his merits than I am. Very 
well, cried Lady Suſan, I am perfectly fatis. 
fied, my love, and ſhall not renew the ſubject. 
But as to Miſs Chancely, I beg ſhe will not 
give herſelf the ſmalleſt concern, but accept 


until ſhe can make ſome worthy man happy. 


Here the converſation ended, which made 
a deep impreſſion on Julia, ſhe recalled to 
her mind the particular expreſſions of Lady 

Suſan and Lord Meanwell, in her mother's 


a wiſh to have her united with them; his 
. Lordſhip 88 


p wi - F 


Lordſhip's attentions to her ſince had been 
particularly marked and reſpectful, and try- 
ing her heart by the criterion Lady Sufan had 
given birth to, ſhe found that it felt a repug- 
| nance to the idea of marrying Sir Charles, 

that it did not experience when ſhe conſidered 
| the other in the ſame light, the examination 


and concluſion hurt her — How mean and 


deſpicable muſt I appear if I give the leaſt 
appearance of a partiality where tis now evi- 
| dently not wiſhed for; Lady Suſan, by her 
$ arguments in favor of Sir Charles, gave me 
to underſtand too plainly I ought not to in- 


dulge any hopes of an alliance with her; tis 


poſſible ſhe may have diſcovered errors in 


my behaviour and temper that has leſſened 
her eſteem for me; but ſhe need not have 
taken this method to repreſs my growing par- 
_ tiality for, Lord Meanwell, I cannot indeed 
ſupport the idea of being thought unworthy = 
of his regard, but did he love me ever ſo 
fervently, ; in my preſent ſituation, I ſhould 
| ſcorn to take any advantage of his preference, 
and perhaps. Miſs Chancely”s s fortune being 
| ſuperior, 


"Ih 


; | > 
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ſuperior, and her perſon more beautiful, bat 


brother and ſiſter may.wiſh for an union wich 


| her, if ſo, far be it from me to prevent it, 


Under theſe uneaſy doubts and apprehen. 


ſions poor Julia dreſt to receive Major Sand. 


ford, his lady, the two Whitmores, Sir Charles 


Evelyn, Mr. Selwyn, and Lord Meanyel, 


who were expected to dinner; and notyith. 
ſtanding her uneaſineſs, ſhe never looked 
more truly lovely—the ſimplicity of dreſs he 
had ever been accuſtomed to always go- 
verned her in the choice of her little orna- 
ments, and although her cloaths were made 
more conformable to faſhion, ſhe put them 


on in the moſt unſtudied manner poſſible. 


Sophia, who came into the room juſt as ſhe 
was dreſt, made a very ſplendid appearance, 
, viewing ber friend's for a few moments; how 
ſimply you are dreſt, Miſs Woodville, have 
you no reſpe& for our beaus? I am in 


_* - mourning, my dear Miſs C hancely, not merely 


in my outward habit, my feelings are in uniſon, 
7 and ſurely nothing can be more truly abſurd 
| than an endeavour at finery when your ap- 


f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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pearance beſpeaks g orief, Yet black is very 
becoming, anſwered Sophia, when properly 
put on and genteelly ornamented. May be 
ſo, replied Julia, but whilſt I wear black I 
ſhall need no ornaments, nor have J any am- 
bition to attract notice. Ah! Julia, cried the 
other, you are not ſo inſenſible as you would 
ſeem beauty, when unadorned, you know 
the reſt, and are ſatisfied no ornaments could 
give additional grace to your lovely figure. 
Upon my word, faid Julia, laughing, you are 
quite in heroics, I ſhall be extremely fortu- 
nate if any of our beaus to-day think half as 
vell of me as you ſeem to do; but you know | 
your advantages, and if my humble charms 
are beſt ſuited to a plain ſtyle of dreſs, yours 
receive additional brightneſs from the ele- 
gance of your taſte to-day, for I never ſaw 
you look better. Why, you are to know 1 
aim at conqueſt, young Whitmore, I am told, 
is a very ſmart young man, with an immenſe 
fortune, ſo ] intend to bid for the prize if you 
do not circumvent me. Not I indeed, faid 
Julia, I have neither power nor inclination. 


At 


23 ELLEN AND JULI A. 
At dinner all the company aſſembled, 
young Whitmore was introduced by Ma jor 
Sandford, and an apology made for his f. 
ther's abſence, having been ſeized with af: 
of the gout the preceding evening. Julia in. 
troduced Sir Charles Evelyn and Mr, Sel. 
wyn to the Major, as her particular friends 
and he politely begged leave hen :)forth t 
conſider them as his. She was highly de. 
Highted with the compliment her relation 
Payed her, by appearing in mourning for her 
dear and much lamented mother. As on 
general converſation paſſed at: table, when the 
ladies retired to the drawing- room, Mrs, 
Sandford, taking Julia's hand, ſaid, may we 
net hope, my dear couſin, that you will do us 
the hondr of accompanying us to Ireland! 
Aye that's what J feared, ſald Lady Sulan, 
that you would wiſh to rob me of my feet 
charge, but indeed, my dear Mrs. Sandford, 
I cannot be ſeparated from her. Nor do! 
wWiſh it, Madam, I flattered myſelt if 1 could 
obtain her «conſent, the would join me ina 
2 ko your * that your alſo would 
; favor 
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favor us with your company. You are per- 
fectly obliging, my dear Madam, but if you 
pleaſe we will diſcuſs this ſubject another day. 


The gentlemen ſoon joined them, and when 
coffee was over they prepared for the opera. 
Julia ſtill perſiſted in her tefuſal to viſit pub- 
lic places, and Miſs Chancely would have re- 
mained with her, but that the ther would 
| not permit it—T ſhall retire to my own apart- 
ment, ſaid ſhe, I have buſineſs that requires 
my attention, and therefore wiſh to be quite 
alone. We ſhall return to ſupper, my dear 

girl, and hope 2d find you quite at leiſure and 
in good ſpirits, ſaid Lady Suſan—the gentle- 
men expreſſed their regret, but Julia was glad 
| tobe alone, and could not be perſuaded ro | 
alter her reſolution. 


C 


Fill <confidered the invitation of. Mrs. 

Sandford as a fortunate thing for her, if it was 

neceſſary to think no more of Lord Meanwell, 
and hoped fhe might prevail on her friend 
to accede to the propoſal : But what can I do 
for Ellen? exclaimed ſhe, I muſt mention her 
ee”; 
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to my relations, they appear to think I an 
the only one of my mother's family left; the 


appear very ſtrange, and if ſhe returns ang 
can be perſuaded to accompany us abroad, 
- all may yet be well, A ſudden thought took 
her, that ſhe would write to her ſiſter, and ac. 
quaint her with every circumſtance, and at 
the ſame time give her an invitation to the 
| houſe of Lady Suſan on her return to En- 
gland: this thought ſhe immediately put in 
execution, and avoiding every diſagreeable 
retroſpection, ſeemed to conſider her Pari 
excurſion as an accidental thing with a party 


: fectionate terms to take up her reſidence with 
her on her arrival in England; who knows, 
ſaid ſhe, whilſt ſealing the letter, who knows, 

but treating her faults in this light manner 


off from the conſciouſneſs of ſhame, which, 
tis poſſible, might. otherwiſe keep her ata 


Wen Lady Beuth muff be,noppy- 


concealment, if chance ſhould reveal it, wil 


of friends, and entreated her 1 in the moſt af. 


may have a due effect upon her, as it will take 
diſtance; if we can but recover her from that 


Hang 
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Having finiſhed her letter ſhe took up a 
book to amuſe herſelf until the return of her 
friends, which happened earlier than ſhe ex- 
pected. Pleaſed with their company, and de- 
riving ſome hope and ſatisfaction to herſelf 
om the letter ſhe had written, ſhe received 
them in high ſpirits, and was fo uncommonly 
cheerful the whole evening, that Lady Suſan 
obſerved her with ſurpriſe, and Lord Mean- 5 
well with a ſcrutinizing eye. The following 
day but one, the whole party were engaged to 
Mr. Whitmore's, and for the play. When 
they had ſeparated, pray, my dear Julia, what 
happy beau has enlivened you, for I do not 
remember ever to have ſeen you ſo cheerful.” 
Upon my word, anſwered Julia, J have ſcen 
no beaus nor belles in your abſence, but 70u 
muſt remember I had my credit to redeem 
for the ſtrange hum drum figure I cut the 
other morning. True, replied her Ladyſhip, 
and I give you credit for the exertion, I beg 
| alſo you will continue it, for really you looked 
uncommonly lovely to night. A little mo- 
ous faid —_— 1 told her I had an in- 


te ntion : 


hold ſhe has put forth all her airs and graces 


more pleaſant things paſſed 'rill they retired | 


My Lord, ſaid he, I am come to aſk you a 
ſerious queſtion or two, do not deem me im- 
pertinent, as it may be of ſome. conſequence 
to me. Be aſſured, anſwered his Lordſhip, 
il it is in my power to give you any ſatisfac- 
tion I ſhall do it with great pleaſure. You 
are very obliging, reſumed the other, pray 
tell me, then, what are your thoughts of Miſs 
Woodville? Unprepared for the queſtion, 


think of her? certainly ſhe is a lovely, ſenſible, 
elegant young woman. My Lord, faid he, I 
will be very candid ; ; — my father has been 


and faith the diſſipation of the women, 
their curſed affectation, daubed faces, and li- 
centious manners, Sives one no great inclina- 


tention to captivate Mr. Whitmore, and be. 
to rob me of the conqueſt I meditated. Many 
for the * 


Wy - next morning, rather at an early hour, 
Mr. Whitmore called on Lord Meanwell— 


his Lordſhip ſtarted and hefitated—what do I 
plaguing me this twelvemonth paſt to marry, 


TR = 
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fon to the buſineſs. But at firſt ſight I was 
pleaſed with the modeſt elegance of Miſs 
Weodville, yeſterday I liked her ſtill better 
her dreſs and natural graces gave me an opi- 
ion of the purity of her heart, her. conver- 
tion laſt night aſſured me of her good ſenſe, 
nd ſweetneſs of temper, and ] think if I. could 
be ſo happy to be accepted there, I may ſtand 
; chance. for matrimonial felicity; as Lady 
Sulan's ward, you are doubtleſs a judge of her 
ipoſition, and can tell me whether ſhe has 
now. any declared admirers. © Upon my ho- 
jor, Sir, indeed Mr. Whitmore, I believe 
that is to ſay, I don't know, Sir, what 1 
mers the lady has, ſhe deſerves the admira- 
tion of every one, but upon my word I—J— _ 
ant ſay any thing upon the ſubject. Let 
meaſk you one queſtion more, my Lord, 
have you any thoughts of / paying your ad- 
treſſes there? I am not a romantic puppy to 
fl in love at firſt fight, and though I really 
Ike” her exceedingly, yet if you have an in- 
tention of offering yourſelf, I will inſtantly 
op all thoughts of application for her favor. 
i V My 


9 55 being too far drawn in for my repoſe, I ſhall 


Ts ſhip I believe it would amount to nothing. | 
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My 42 Whitmore, anſwered Lord Meag. 
well, your openneſs demands equal candou 
on my fide, I confeſs to you then I do loc 
Miſs Woodville, and have this very morning 
been trying to reaſon myſelf into the refoly. 
tion of making a declaration; I wiſh to knoy 
my fate; ſhe is above the leaſt degree of al. 
fectation or coquetry ; but what degree of 
merit I hold in her eſtimation I am entirely 
ignorant of, though very anxious to knoy, 
Fairly anſwered, my Lord, ſaid Whitmore 
you muſt know I ſuſpected this, and wiſhed 
to be well informed before I run the riſk of 


therefore avoid the fyren *cill I know your 
ſucceſs; if favorable I will endeavour to be 
content and wiſh you happy; if otherwiſe, you 
can have no objection if I ſhould try my 
chance, though after a rejection of your Lord- 


Whitmore . ſoon after took his leave with 
friendly civilities on both ſides. 


Lord Meanwell now determined no longer 
to delay confeſſing his paſſion to Julia, and 
. ſoliciting 
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fliciting her favor, though he could not ex- 
pect her hand during her continuance in her 
able habit, which had already exceeded a 
aſhionable mourning, but ſhe would not con- 
{nt to adopt modes ſhe thought very lightly 
of and was reſolved to pay that reſpect to 
he memory of a beloved parent in appear- 
ce, which ſhe felt at her heart. When his 
Lordſhip was dreſſed he ſallied forth under 
ſome perturbation of mind for the ſucceſs of 
kis application: Moſt fortunately on his ar- 
rival he was told his ſiſter was gone out, but 
the young ladies were in the dreſſing-room, 
where he found them both at work, and in a 
ey minutes after the mantua-maker was an- 
wunced to Miſs Chancely, who, making an 
gdogy, , the room. 


T his moment was too favorable to be neg- 
kted—after a little heſitation he ſaid, I hope, 

Mis Woodville will pardon me, if a ſubject 
en which depends the future happineſs of my 
lle induces me to ſolicit the honor of her 


lon and pleaſure tied her tongue; ſhe bowed . 
vor. R and 


XY 


mention. Julia was ſilent ; ſurpriſe, conſu- 


oy 
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and continued her work. Conſcious, Madan, 


vou I muſt have appeared in an unfavorable 


apology to me is entirely unneceſſary, ſurely 
what company you choſe. Pardon me, Ma- 


ſolicitous of your favorable opinion, I will, if 
poſſible, ſtrive to do away thoſe points in my | 
conduct that muſt 'ſubje& me to cenſure, 
\ Your ſudden departure from Woodville gave 


1 e peil of ſeeing you again, and ſought 


pany then preſent; but your image never 
quitted me, it attended me to town, and 
every other form ceaſed to engage my at- 
tention; judge then what were at firſt my 
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that when I had firſt the pleaſure of ſeeing 
point of view, from the company I was en. 
gaged with, I have little to ſay in my excuſe, 
if you will not pardon the idle vanity of a 
young man, who from idleneſs is ſometimes 
thrown into company not altogether defence. 
able—he pauſed. My Lord, faid Julia, this 


I can have no right to make obſervations on 


dam, if I think otherwiſe, for as I am warmly 


me great pain, but from ſeveral circumſtances 


relief from my diſappointment in the com- 


jay ful emotions on meeting you ſo unexpect- 


ed, 
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edly, O, my Lord, cried Julia, do not re- 


Excuſe me, dear MilWoodville, I will a 


accept the prieeetion of Lady IE ; = 


that hour my admiration has rapidly increaſed, 
I preſume not, Madam, to ſolicit your favor, 
becauſe you are reſident in this houſe, I 
ſhould deſpiſe myſelf if I ſought to bias you 


in my behalf from your friendſhip to my 
ter, I confeſs my happineſs entirely reſts on 


your acceptance of my vows ; but if I am not 


honored with your approbation, if there is 
any other happy man that poſſeſſes your pre- 
ſerable eſteem, behold me, Madam, devoted 


to your ſervice; hard as the trial is I will not 


ink from it, and if I cannot be the man of 
your choice, to inſure your happineſs I will 


ſerve you againſt myſelf, and prove a diſin- 


tereſted friend, if I am an unhappy and re- 


jetted lover: Deign then, Madam, to pro- 


nounce my en my happineſs or miſery is 


in your hands. . 


5 Nothing 


1956 


call that dreadful moment to my memory. 
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Nothing could be more diſtreſſing thy | 
Julia's ſituation, unaccuſtomed to profeſſion 
and declarations of this kind: Conſcious of 
her preference in his Lordſhip's favor, yet 
ſenſible of the difficulties that delicacy and 
honor placed between them, ſhe was entirely 
at a loſs what to anſwer, until, on his urging 
her to ſpeak, ſhe at length in a faltering voice 
ſaid, I am exceedingly honored by your 
Lordſhip's partiality in my favor, and tis bit 
juſtice to confeſs, to acknowledge There 
ſhe ſtopt. To acknowledge what, dear Miß 
Woddville? That there is no man living for 
whom I have ſo great an eſteem as for your 

Lordſhip : declarations of love I have never 

received, and of courſe am at a loſs to anſwer; 

but at the ſame time that I confeſs I am flat. 

tered by your partiality, I muſt freely tell you 
there are invincible objections on my part to 

accept of the honor you offer n me. = 


W etna. 1 his Lord 
: ſhip, for heaven ſake what can they be? At 
preſent, my Lord, it appears ſo to me ſhould 
, circumſtances change from their preſent com- 
ä Plexion 
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plexion ide but why ſhould 1 mention 
fature contingencies, or expect you either to 
wait or be governed by them. Is there no 
poſſibility, faid he, that I can remove thoſe 
difficulties, or accelerate the approach of thoſe 
contingencies? No, my Lord, replied Julia, 
your interference either way can be of no uſe. 


| Good God! cried he fervently, of what nature 


are thoſe objections if they originate not from 
your diſlike of me? I have already told your 
Lordſhip, from honor and delicacy, and on 


tioſe points I muſt be allowed to judge for 
myſelf; the poſſibility of their being done 


away appears to me very remote and uncer- 
tain, conſequently it is my ſincere advice and 
requeſt that you will have the goodneſs to 
diveſt yourſelf of every other ſentiment for 


me but ſuch as friendſhip may warrant, And 


is this your ſerious wiſh, Miſs Woodville ? 


fad his Lordſhip, It is, my Lord; the eſteem 


I have for you renders me anxious for your 


happineſs, and in the ſame moment that I own _ 


myſelf flattered and gratified (for I ſcorn to 


deny my ſentiments) by your preference, I 


* e | ſhould 
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Yet, why ſhould I preſume to aſk, I know 


develop this myſtery; for, be aſſured, a heart 
once yours, can never be another's—from this 
hour my reſolution is fixed, if I cannot obtain 
your hand I never ſhall, never will marry; 

Permit me to indulge hope that the time will 


and I ſhall arrive to the happineſs my ſoul is 
ambitious of! will not intrude my preſump- 
tuous wiſhes, but in my ſilence I truſt you 


incapable of forbiding a hope that flattered 
her own wiſhes; Miſs Chancely's return pre- 
vented further converſation, and his Lordſhip | 
very ſoon took leave, his countenance ex- 


ſhould deſpiſe myſelf if I took an improper 
advantage of it, and could forget thoſe dutitz 
which place a bar between us. My dear, 
my beloved Miſs Woodville, how you dif. 
treſs me, duties which oppoſe your union with 
me; Good heavens ! what can you mean? 


you too well to believe you are governed by 
idle or capricious motives, I mult therefore 
wait, however reluctantly, until you chuſe to 


come, when every ſcruple may be removed, 


will read my heart. Julia bowed, and was 


preſſing | 
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preſſing admiration, regret and diſappoint- 
ment. 


| When Julia was alone ſhe recapitulated to 
herſelf every thing that had paſſed, and was 


pleaſed that ſhe had aſſumed reſolution enough 
to refuſe an offer which would have been the 
| higheſt gratification of her wiſhes—I cannot 
_ deceive myſelf, ſaid ſhe, as to the preference 
1 feel for Lord Meanwell; Lady Suſan, by 
her encomiums on Sir Charles Evelyn, opened 
my eyes, and the mortification I experienced 
in ſuppoſing myſelf indifferent to his Lord- 
ſhip, proved I was very far from being ſo to 
him. By this declaration my heart is ſatis- 
fied, and my reaſon ſhall be fo likewiſe, for 
until Sir Charles ceaſes to be unhappy on my 
.. account, and until my ſiſter is reſtored tome 
Vith an unſullied reputation, or as the wile | 
ol LorP®A—, honor and delicacy require the 
ſacrifice of my own inclinations, that I may 
not wound the boſom of one man, nor feel 
my ſelf obliged to another for marrying a girl 
whoſe neareſt relative is of OOO" or ble- 
obey character. „ : 


db: Pleaſed 
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Pleaſed with the tranſactions of the orn. 
ing, relie ved from the inquietude of being leſs 


dear to Lord Meanwell than ſhe wiſhed for, 


Julia met the dinner party in a higher flow 


of ſpirits than uſual, and conſented to mix 


with a large company expected that evening. : 
She retired after dinner to make a few alrer- 


ations in her dreſs, Miſs Chancely came into 


her room Will you permit me to tell you a 


few obſervations I have made this day? atked 
ſhe. Moſt certainly, replied Julia, pray what 


are they? That you had an agreeable tete 1 


tẽte this morning; that a noble Lord is pre · 
ferable to a ſimple Baronet, and that your 
conference has made a wonderful alteration, 
and converted you from a hum drum child 
of wiſdom, into a ſpirited girl of the world, 
Your conjectures, replied Julia, bluſhing, are 
in ſome part true, but your inferences I hope 
are not ſo: I own mylelf pleaſed with the 
converſation I held this morning, but if my 
behaviour ſince has deſerved te al epi- 
thet of a girl of the world, I ſhall hate my- 
ſelf, for though I with to be cheerful, yet 3 <1 
would chuſe wiſdom to preſide as a check = 


levity. 5 
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levity. Ah! my dear, replied Miſs Chancely, 
we may wiſh to be ſober and wiſe, but in 
ſome caſes, ſuch now as a private converſa- 
tion with a favorite lover, our ſenſes run 
away with our ſobriety, and the tell-tale eyes 
and animated countenance ſpeak an unequi- 
vocal language in ſpite of wiſdom. You, my 
dear Sophia, anſwered Julia, are an adept in 
thoſe matters of which I have no knowledge, 
yet even you may be miſtaken, for Lord 
Meanwell is not received as a favorite lover, 
nor probably will you ever witneſs the won- 
| derful effects of a tete 2 tẽte with him a ſe- 
cond time, though I certainly experienced 
ſome degree of pleaſure from the converfation 
ofthe morning. Well, I may be miſtaken, 
but I am afraid you are a little coquet after 
all, for now I recolle&, when he took leave 
be had not much the appearance of a happy 
| bver, though your ſpirits are fo much im- 
proved.“ My dear Sophia, replied Julia 
gravely, do not grudge - me a temporary 
gaiety, I have too many ſorrows at heart to 
have the effect "Oy from whatever eauſe 
K 5 - 3:7: 1401: 1 


17 
4 1 N * 8 a . 
—— K 88. 1 . + * f * 1 
— | ” a oo... 4+ 
2; - * 2 . „ Ba "OS Maire, 
* Cm. _ * a 8 — 


uugder the eye of their mother, promiſe to re- 


| that are deſerving of her eſteem—I never fan 
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it ariſes. Nay, now, my dear, you are dowg. | 
right cruel, ſaid Miſs Chancely, I rather 
_ _ſoughttoadd to than depreſs your ſpirits, and 
to ſee you always cheerful and happy is the 
_ warmeſt wiſh of my heart. Julia thanked 
her with kindneſs and they began to talk of | 
the company expected, to the greater part of | 
whom ſhe was a 3 | 


T he Da of Han is one of the 
| moſt amiable women in England, ſaid Mis 
 Changely, ſhe has a huſband who adores her, 
and a numerous family of children, equally 
charming and reſpectable, who, educated 


pay her maternal tenderneſs by their propriety 
of conduct hereafter : She fpends two-thirds | 
of the year in the country in the boſom of 
her family, and when parliamentary buſineſs 
calls the Duke to London, that ſhe may not 
appear entirely ſingular, ſhe gives one or two 
general routs, yet rarely viſits any but thoſe 


ber at Lady Darewell's, but the excellency of 
ber e, 1s generally known, and even 
confeſſed 
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confeſſed by thoſe of oppoſite principles. 0 
cried Julia, I ſhall behold her with delight 
and reverence, pray introduce me to a few 
others like her. For the honor of our ſex, 
replied Sophia, I with I could ; poſſibly there 
are many ſuch, but within my knowledge or 
information I know but few: One charming 
Counteſs indeed, not any great diſtance from 


the Ducheſs, and in habits of intimacy with . 


her, is an ornament and example to our ſex, 
by the reſpectability of her character, her ma- 
ternal affection, her behaviour under ſome 
very trying circumſtances, and her conſtant 
tenderneſs to her Lord, who adores, as well 
he may, his incomparable wife. Her I fear 
you will not fee, for ſhe is ſaid to be fuch a 
lover of home, that only a choſen few are 
honored with her company. Perhaps I might 
recolle&t ſome others equally. entitled to our 
_ reſpect, but I have not now time; in the room 
dare ſay I can point out ſome excellent 
contraſts, if you are deſirous of light and 
ſhade. No, anſwered Julia, I will hear no- 
. that will leſſen the dignity of our ſex, to 
; V» which 
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which your two amiable women are ſo great 
an ornament, Miſs Chancely ſmiled and 
— the ſubject. 


In the evening when the company began 
to aſſemble, Lady Suſan adviſed Julia to place 
| herſelf early to avoid particular obſervation, 
Lord Meanwell and Sir Charles Evelyn were 
amongſt the firſt who entered, and when the 

rooms began to be crowded Mr, Selwyn 
entered with a gentleman about the middle 
age, and a young lady apparently eighteen, 
or nearly that age ; Julia ſaw them introduced 
to Lady Suſan, who ſoon after preſented them 
do ſeveral of her acquaintance, then taking the 
young lady's hand, ſhe brought her towards 
her young friends, I have the honor to intro- 


duce Miſs Danvers to you, ladies—this, Ma- 


dam is Miſs Chancely, and this Miſs Julia 
Woodville, both very amiable girls, who at 
preſent favor me by making part of my fa- 


They had both ifen to receive the firanger 
= but the name of Danvers ſtruck Julia mo- 
5 : tionleß 
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tionleſs, ſhe gazed fixedly on the young lady 
; without being conſcious of the ſtrange appear- 
ance ſhe made in returning no compliment, 
Lady Suſan was ſurpriſed ; Miſs Woodville, 
exclaimed ſhe. Julia ſtarted, pardon me if 
the ſudden recollection of a perſon very dear 
to me, whom this Lady reſembles, rendered 
me for a moment inattentive to the honor of 
your introduction. She then addreſſed Miſs 
Danvers and ſeated her between Miſs 
| Chancely and herſelf — ſhe preſently in her 
own mind, traced a ſtrong likeneſs in this 
young lady to the late unhappy Mrs. Dan- 
vers, ſhe looked about for Mr. Selwyn to 
gain ſome information, and at length caught 
his eye; making a motion with her fan, he 
diſengaged himſelf from his companions and 
advanced was juſt trying to break through 
the crowd and make my reſpects to you, fair 
ladies, and am happy to ſee ſuch a lovely trio 
as cannot be excelled in any company. You 
are very polite, faid Julia, but I wiſh to aſk 
| youa queſtion or two on buſineſs, though 
5 Pons” you will think 1 have choſen an ode 
time, 
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time to talk on that ſubject; ſaying this ſhe 
aroſe, and going a little on one ſide with him, 
pray, Mr. Selwyn, who is Miſs Danvers, and 
where does ſhe live? O the curioſity of 
ladies, exclaimed he, ſmiling ; the father of 
Miſs Danvers was formerly an officer, an iriſh 
gentleman of fortune, he is a widower, with 
this only daughter; I met him abroad about 
ſeven years ago at Florence, we conceived a 
mutual. liking, and travelled two years toge- 
ther, I returned to England, he remained 
abroad ; we have conſtantly. correſponded, and 
about three weeks ſince ] received a letter 
from him (he had been returned to Ireland 
about ſix months) informing me, he intended 
being in town with his daughter, and requeſted 
I would procure apartments for them and 
three ſervants, they. arrived two days ago, and. 
this being Lady Suſan's public night, I. 
thought it a good opportunity to introduce 
my friends—the young lady has been edu- 
cated at Paris, ſhe appears amiable and well- 


informed; Mr. Danvers has already met with. 


ſome of his en acquaintance, and I m_ 
his 


his daughter will merit your approbation. 
And thus, my ſweet friend, I think I have 


abundantly gratified your curioſity. You. 


have, anſwered Julia, and in return for your 


complaiſance, I will inform you, that I ſhall 
be happy to cultivate an intimacy with Miſs 
Danvers, and pay all poſlible reſpect to her 


father. She now reſumed her feat, and en- 


tered freely into converſation with the young 


lady, who appeared e and obliged * 
her attentions. 


As the 1 rooms were now crowded, every 
one ſeemed in a buſtle, and ferting the card 


tables was a moſt important piece of buſi- 


neſs; the three young ladies declined playing, 
and Mr. Selwyn brought up Mr. Danvers 
to pay his compliments the moment Julia 


aw him ſhe inſtantly recogniſed the exact 


face of the portrait in her poſſeſſion, and re- 
turned his civilities with an emotion ſhe could 


not ſuppreſs, the whole melancholy ſtory 


darted into her mind, and ſhe fighed invo- 


luntarily; but endeavouring to recover her 


elf ſhe obferved, what very little SHER i 


7 
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ſuch multitudes of people could afford, who 
ſeemed met together meerly to elbow one 


another, and endure every inconvenience ra- 


ther than be out ofa crowd. True, Madam, 
ſaid Mr. Danvers, people of faſhion who 


have nothing, or will have nothing to do, (for 
certainly every one may employ themſelves 
pleaſantly and profitably if they pleaſe) find 
home the moſt diſagreeable place in the world, 
and therefore fly eagerly abroad to ſeek for 


5 amuſement; and although every night exhi- 


bits the ſame dull round of entertainments, 


from which in fact they receive no pleaſure, 
they cannot exiſt out of a crowd, nor ſupport 

life without cards, though they loſe their 
money, their temper, and their time, and re- 
turn home fatigued and out of humour, with 


empty purſes and impaired health. Aye, 


fid Miſs Chancely, but look at the happy 
few who have been fortunate and filled their 
purſes, judge of their tranſports, tis not fair 
to draw concluſions from one fide only. Nor 
do I, Madam, for fortune is ſo very fickle 
that tis more than . ſhe deſerts thoſe 

| to-morrow. 
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to-morrow whom ſhe favored to-day, and 
conſequently the mind is in a continual irri- 
tation of joy and ſorrow, hope and deſpair. 
Well, I believe, Sir, replied Sophia, you have 
the beſt of the argument, at leaſt I don't find 
myſelf inclined to contradict you now, whatever 
J might do twenty years hence; look, my 

dear Julia, cried ſhe, that tall elegant woman 
| is the Ducheſs of Beverley, ſee with what re- 
ſpect every eye obſerves her. Indeed, ſaid 
Julia, her mind is legible in her face, and the 
reſpe& you take notice of, is the involuntary 
homage virtue exacts even from the worth- 
| lefs: What ſweetneſs and dignity ! how happy 
| is the huſband and children of that — 

Ale voman. 


the had ſcarcely made the obſervation, 
when turning her eyes on Mr, Danvers, ſhe 
law his fade pale and agitated, he turned from 
them with an emotion that ſtruck her with the 
impropriety of her remark, though he could 

not ſuppoſe ſhe was acquainted with his ſtory; 

and to repair her fault ſhe inſtantly made | 
ſome humourous remark on an old lady that 
paſſed 
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paſted them, apparently near ſeventy, ſhort 
far, dreſt in the molt elegant ſtyle, like a git 
of ſixteen, affecting girliſh manners corre. 
pondent to her dreis. Don't expoſe your 
little knowledge of the world, ſaid Mr. Selwyn, 
ſmiling, thank heaven we have no ſuch | In- 
. living now as old women; the 
*milliner and perfumer have the happy art of 
rendering every lady young and beautiful, 
and as walking is entirely out of faſhion, 3 
little hobble in the gait does not diſtinguiſh 
the old from the young any more Tak their 
file of dreſs. f 


Mr. Selwyn, who was naturally a keen 
obſerver of the follies of mankind, entertained 
the ladies a good deal through the evening, 
and Julia ſtrove, by every polite civility, to 
engage the eſteem of Miſs Danvers, When 
the company broke up, ſhe engaged herſelf 
with Sophia to pay Miſs Danvers a viſit the 
next morning. After ſhe was retired to her- 
ſelf, ſhe began to revolve in what manner ſhe 
could bring about the opportunity of deliver- 
wg the letter, committed to her care by the 

1 unhappy 


Mind id nt ain 
unhappy lady who, ſhe ſaw, was ſtill an object 
of concern to her huſband; nor was ſhe able 
to judge how far Mils Danvers might be ac- 
quainted with her mother's ſtory ; ſhe had 
never, in her communications to Sir Charles 
Evelyn, Mr. Selwyn, or to Lady Suſan, given 
the ſmalleſt intimation relative to Mrs. Dan- 
vers, and therefore ſhe could not conſult ei- 
ther—a thouſand different ſchemes ſhe plan- 
ed and as often rejected them, and at length 
reſolved to enquire ſtill more particularly of 
Mr. Selwyn about the family, and to take 

her meaſures accordin 27. 0 


I” he following RP the young ladies 
mentioned to Lady Suſan their deſign of vi- 
ſiting Miſs Danvers, ſhe offered to accom- 
pany them. I thank Mr. Selwyn for the 
introduction, ſaid ſhe, for independent of their 
being his friends, I was informed laſt night, 
Mr. Danvers is a man of faſhion and fortune, 
| that he has been abſent many years from his 
country, driven from it by a very worthleſs 
wite, and ſome misfortunes which happened 
in Ns nnd but tor which he was not re- 
proxchamles | 
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proachable ; therefore his friends are all re. 
oiced at his return to ſociety, and it would be 
kind to take the Young _ into your little 

parties. 


FT hey now called on Miſs Danvers, her 
father was preſent to partake in the viſit, and 
appeared very ſenſible of their politeneſs. In 
the courſe of converſation, talking of the 
lakes in Ireland, Lady Suſan faid, I ſhould like 
of all things to viſit the lakes in Weſtmore- 
land and Cumberland, I think, Julia, when 


you come of age, before you diſpoſe of your 


Caſtle there, you muſt take me down, Did 
you ever reſide in Weſtmoreland, Madam, 
aſked Mr. Danvers, in a faltering voice, I 
did Sir, anſwered Julia, within this ten 
months. Did you know a clergyman of the 
name of Evelyn? Yes, Sir, faid ſhe, greatly 
confuſed, Why, that is our Sir Charles 
Evelyn? ſaid Lady Suſan. Yes, added Julia, 
his uncle's death, you know, brought him to 
town. Mr. Danvers pauſed for ſome time, 
at length, I think, ſaid he, I could wiſh 
: o 155 introduced to chat wn: No- 
au 
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thing more eaſy, anſwered Lady Suſan, we 
| have generally the pleaſure of ſeeing him 
every day, he was 1n the rooms laſt evening, 
for a ſhort time indeed, being called out, as 
1 was informed, by a ſervant, and did not re- 
turn; but I dare ſay we ſhall ſee him in the 
courſe of the day, ſhall we mention your 
wiſhes to ſee him? Tou are very obliging, 
Madam, but as I am unknown to him, I ſhall - 
take an opportunity to wait on him, at his 
own houſe. The ladies made but a ſhort 
viſit, being engaged to dine at the Whitmore's, 
as they were taking leave a ſudden thought 
ſtruck Julia, are you engaged any where this | 
evening, Mifs Danvers, aſked ſhe. No, 
Madam, I am not, my father is engaged to 
dine out, but I ſhall be alone. Well, then, 
my dear lady, ſaid Julia, as you are all en- 
geaged for the play, and I am determined Miſs 
Chancady ſhall be of your party, if Miſs Dan- 
vers has no objection, I will call and fit an 
hour or two with her, if you will have the 
goodneſs to call and take me up on your re- 
turn from the theatre. This propoſition was 
| acceded to with pleaſure by Lady Suſan, and 


2 accepted 
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accepted with the higheſt g gratitude by Miſs | 


Danvers and her father. 


When the ladies- were returning to dreſy 


for dinner, Julia aſked her Ladyſhip if ſhe 


was not rather ſurpriſed at her ſudden parti. 
ality to the young ſtranger. Not quite ſo 


much, anſwered ſhe, as another might be, 
becauſe I am apt to receive firſt impreſſions 
- myſelf, but in you tis rather extraordinary, 


becauſe you avoid forming any acquaintance 


you can polſibſy help. Time, ſaid Julia, may 


develop the cauſe, I only wiſh not to incur 


your Ladyſhip- s cenſure, by an appearance of 
levity or inconſiſtency. I requeſt you will be 

perfectly eaſy on that head, replied Lady 
Suſan, tis a charge that I will anſwer for can 


never be ng * Fr 


At the uſual hour they drove to Mr. | 
Whitmore's, Major Sandford and his Lady | 


received Julia with great delight, they had no 


children living, having had the misfortune to 
bury three in India, and young Whitmore was 
the only near relation Mrs, Sandford had, 

2 as Eh 
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as Julia and her ſiſter were the only ones the 


Major had any knowledge of on his ſide-— 
the inſtant Julia was recogniſed as ſuch, they 


\ 


formed the idea of an Salon between her 


and Mr. Whitmore; and as it was intended 


he ſhould accompany them on their return to 


Ireland, they flattered themſelves with the 


hope of her company alſo, by which means 
à mutual inclination might take place. But 


Mr. Whitmore had that morning been with 


Lord Meanwell, who candidly repeated the 
converſation between Julia and himſelf, and 


convinced the former that whatever were the 
obſtacles that impeded her union with his 
| Lordſhip, for him there were no hopes, and 


therefore the beſt courſe he could purſue 
vould be to ſhun her ſociety as much as poſ- 
ble, that a beginning inclination might not 


N fix into a hopeleſs paſſion. Theſe friendly 


rivals arrived ſoon after Lady Suſan and her 


young folks, Sir Charles and Mr. Selwyn 
were alſo of the party, and a more agree 
able group could not be found: But when 


Julia declared her intention of not going to 


| the Play, every one was diſpleaſe 1333 
deavoured | 
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deavoured to combat againſt her reſolution; 
ſhe firmly reſiſted all entreaties and re. 

proaches, but at length promiſed, that when 
her change of mourning took place, ſhe would 
no longer deny them. But, my dear couſin, 
faid the Major, does not that imply you pay 
too much attention to appearances? In ſome 


degree, Sir, anſwered ſhe, appearances ſhould 


be attended to, but I ſhould hate myſelf if 
that alone governed me: in my opinion there 


is an impropriety in ſeeing people in their 
firſt mourning running after the gaieties of 
public places, and therefore, though I am 
perſuaded the alteration of my habit can make 
no change in my heart, I owe it to the Kind- 
neſs of my friends, when I can no longer 
urge a plea of decorum againſt their wiſhes, 
to comply with requeſts that do me honor, 


Every one was ſatisfied: Youare a little ſyren, 


ſaid the Major, 1 lee, and can mould us as 


you pleaſe, 
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CHAP. XXII. 


"HEN the company ſet off for the 
Theatre, Lady Suſan dropped Julia | 
| at © Mi Danvers's door, ſhe was received with 
evident pleaſure, and their converſation for 
ſome time turned on indifferent matters. — 
You ſpent ſome years in Paris, Miſs Dan- 
vers? I did, ſhe replied, near ten years, from 
the age of ſeven till within the laſt eight 
months; my father brought me to Ireland ſix 
months ago, after taking me from the con- 
vent, and amuſing me with a few weeks tour 
through France. Like myſelf, then, ſaid 
Julia, ſighing, you have no mother? No, 
Madam, replied Miſs Danvers, I loſt mine 
before I was ſertled at the convent. She ſaid 
vorril. JJ 
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no more, nor was there any kind of confu. 
ſion or uneaſineſs in her countenance, Jula 
therefore concluded ſhe knew nothing of her 
mother's errors, and did not purſue the ſub. 
ject — ſhe had put the letter and picture in her 
pocket, but there appeared no Probability 
of any occaſion which could furniſh an op- 
portunity of bringing them forward, yet the 
dying requeſt of Mrs. Danvers, a requeſt ſhe 
little expected ever to have the power of ful. 
filling, appeared in the light of a ſolemn ob- 

| ligation, ſhe had no right to diſpenſe with, 
This reflection made her uneaſy, Miſs Dan- 
vers ſaw the alteration, are you not wel, 
aſked ſhe with much anxiety. Indifferenty IM vil 

ſo, anſwered Julia; a ſudden thought gave me IM lat 
pain, but tis now paſt. She ſought to rally Ml far 
her ſpirits, and very ſoon after Mr. Danvers an 
made his appearance. He thanked her with Wi 
much reſpect for the honor ſhe conferred on 

| his daughter, and inſenſibly ſlid into a dif. 
courſe about Weſtmoreland, and his intention 
to pay a viſit the following day to Sir Charles 
| Evelyn, Jan then took her reſolution; ſhe 
. kney 
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er that Sir Charles was ignorant of every 
| thing relative to Mrs. Danvers previous to 
her death, for as neither her mother, ſiſter, or 


too much delicacy to make any enquiries; 


ſpecting Mr. Danvers, ſhe therefore reſolved 


La 


1 


ſelf made any communications to him, he had 


| the had reaſon to believe old Sarah had been i 
faithful to her truſt, nor had Sir Charles, in 
the buſineſs he tranſacted with Mr. Fitzmau- 

| rice, been given to underſtand any thing re- 


to have a free and unreſerved converſation 
with him. If you intend viſiting Sir Charles 
to-morrow, will you permit me, Sir, to re- 
queſt the honor of ſeeing you previous to that 
viſit, I have ſome things to inform you of re- 
ative to that gentleman, that may be neceſ. 
ary for you to know. Mr. Danvers ſtarted | 
and looked at her. with ſurpriſe and terror; 
he affected not to notice it, and reſumed her 
converſation with the young lady. When 
the carriage came for her, and Mr. Danvers . 
handed her down ſtairs, I will moſt certainly 
do myſelf the honor to wait on you, for you 
haye ſtrongly excited my curioſity, and alarm 
| 1 . 
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ed my heart. At twelve, Sir, replied Juli, 


I ſhall be happy to ſee you. | . 
Lady Suſan, Miſs Chancely, and Lo . 
| Meanwell were in it, they entertained her i 1 
with an account of the charming performance Wt in 
of Mrs. Siddons in Mrs. Beverly. I knoy il ,. 
not, ſaid his Lordſhip, any play upon the „ 
ſtage more calculated to amend the heart than tt 
the Gameſter—ſcenes of domeſtic diſtreſs, i e 
which there is nothing improbable, and fuck c 
as we ſee too often realized in common lit, N u 
ftrike us with forcible impreſſions, and coul 9 
any motives whatever be powerful enougiv i p 
| work a reformation in men devoted to ply f 
b i think the natural diſtreſs and fatal conſe. 5 
quences pourtrayed in the ſcenes of to-night 1 
would be a ſufficient guard againſt the dupli- A |; 
city of ſuch friends as the gaming tables unit, WF t 
and the ſubſequent ruin which muſt attend on 
unlimited love wy play. 
| 
True replied Lady Sufan, it might be ; 
if gamblers had any ſenſibility, but, my der 
- brother, a man, whoſe mind, whoſe time, andy 


even 
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every faculty is devoted to cards and dice, 
has no room for the finer feelings of the ſoul; 

| callous to every tender, to every delicate and 
humane ſentiment, he conſiders not that the 
| money he ſo eagerly Sraſps from another may 
involve a wife and family in unſpeakable diſ- 
treſs, and if one came from the dead” to 
warn him againſt play, and bring to his view 
the miſeries which that deſtructive vice oc- 
caſions, he would ſpurn at both, and fly, un- 
| concerned, to his favorite occupation, which, 
under the name of amuſement, is, in fact, a 
greater ſlavery, and-agitates the paſſions more 
painfully, than thoſe felt by the poor wretch 
chained to the oar, who knows his daily taſk 
and muſt. be prepared to execute it. As 
Lady Suſan ſtopt ſpeaking, they arrived at 
her houſe, and his Lordſhip took Move. of 
them for the night. 1 


| Would you believe; id Julia to the two = 
ladies, that I have made an aſſignation with a 
gentleman, and have agreed to hold a private 
conference with him to-morrow, at twelve 
o'clock? Bravo, cried Lady Suſan, we ſhall 
: 1 L F: have | 
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bave you one of us ſoon, in ſpite of your for. 


mality; but may we aſk the name of this 


happy diſtinguiſhed youth? Certainly, re- 
plied ſhe, Mr. Danvers 4s my favored beau. 
Mr. Danvers! repeated Miſs Sophia, why he 
is old enough for your father, child, It muſt 


be buſineſs then I ſuppoſe, ſaid Lady Suſan, 
though I underſtood you were ſtrangers to 
each other. Perſonally ſo, Madam, replied 


Julia, but J was well acquainted with a near 


relation of his, and, as your Ladyſhip ſup- 
poſes, tis really buſineſs that brings him here 


to- morrow. Lady Suſan was too polite to 
enquire any further. and they ſoon after ſepa- 


rated for the W 


The next day Mr. Danvers, whoſe agita. 
tions had precluded reſt, and watched the 
tardy hours, was exactly punctual to his time; 
he was ſhewn into the drawing- room, and 


Julia ſoon entered, almoſt equally affected as 


himſelf, After a few trifling compliments, 
| forgive me, Madam, faid he, if my impa- 
tience to be informed how you came to know 


any ng relative to Sir Charles Evelyn that 
concerns 
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concerns me, makes me wave ceremony, and 
entreat you to ſatisfy my curioſity. Tis a 
painful ſubject I am about to enter upon, an- 
ſwered Julia, but I think a neceflary ONE — 
heſitating a little 1 in what manner to begin, 
ſhe ſaid, I had ſome time 480, Sir, the me- 
lancholy office of witneſſing the laſt hours of 
one, who, how great ſoever her errors had been, 
died a true penitent, and deſerving of equal 
eſteem and regret. Mrs. Danvers ! exclaim 
| ed he, ſtarting from his chair, It was, an- 
ſwered Julia, He took two or three haſty 
turns about the room without ſpeaking, then 
throwing himſelf into a chair, pardon my 


emotions, dear Madam, heed 1 me not, but tell 
me all, | 


Julia then gave him an exact account of 
their ſingular meeting, enlarged upon her 
: melancholy ſituation, deep ſorrow, and edi- 
fying repentance and death. Poor Mr. Dan- 
| vers groaned aloud, threw his handkerchief 
cover his face to conceal his emotions as ſhe 
proceeded | in her narrative, though obliged 
| bo ſtop ſeveral times from her own agitations; ; 


IL 4 > when 


95 
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when ſhe mentioned the letter which cor. 


| tained Mrs. Danvers's ſtory, and alſo the one 
ſhe had in charge for his daughter, he claſp; WE fl 
his hands, O, cried he, what an angel in forn WM © 
and mind was deſtroyed by vanity and ſeduc. P 
tion—permit me to ſee thoſe letters? Dear 0 
unfortunate Mary, ever dear to my ſoul in h 
ſpite of all my wrongs. ; : 
14 
Jul 1 the letters— This is indeed 5 
her hand, cried he, kiſſing it, thou haſt atoned Wi a 
for all, and the God of mercy has placed the: | 

in the manſions of the bleſſed. He opened 
the letter, read two or three lines, he could . 
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not proceed, © Will you indulge me with this 
letter alone?” words died on his tongue. Keep 
it, Sir, for your private peruſal, faid Juli, 
andif the manuſcript is precious to you, iti 
yours, only indulge me with a copy, for to 


tion and warning. He bowed his head. 
Julia then mentioned the picture, which ſhe 
| bequeathed to her, and which was taken from 
the boſom of Mrs. Danvers after her death: 
He held out his hand for i it, looked at the 


— 


the dear lady I am indebted both for inſtruc. 
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portraits, ſighed heavily, reſpectfully kiſſed 
E the caſe, and returned it to Julia. Good God! 
© cried he, could J have believed her love and 
| penitence ſo fervent, with what tranſport - 
| ſhould I have claſped her to my breaſt, and. 
have ſoothed her ſoul to peace. O, Madam, 
o, Miſs Woodville, you know not how 
fondly I doated on her; ſhe was once good 
and beautiful like you, ſhe was——he again 
| wrung his hands—Go on, dear lady, go on, 
| forgive me. 8 . 


Poor Julia, whoſe feelings were too de- 
licate for the buſineſs ſhe had undertaken, was 
| for ſome moments incapable of ſpeaking for 
her tears, but trying to aſſume more reſolu- 
tion, ſhe went through the whole narrative, 
by which he was informed, Sir Charles knew 
no partfculars of her ſtory, nor what thoſe. 
| cauſes or circumſtances were which induced 
her to ſeclude herſelf from the world: You 
will now, Sir, added ſhe, ſee my motives for 
this explanation, previous to your intended 
viſit, Danvers is not an uncommon name, and 


a he knew but little of the bulincls, 1 it reſts 
„ Ls > entirely 


228 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


entirely with yourſelf to judge how far ye 
may think it neceſſary to renew the ſubjeq 
with him, or let it ſink into oblivion for eve;, 
vou will alſo have the goodneſs to direct me 
how I muſt act reſpecting the letter for Miß 
Danvers. At preſent, Madam, anſwered he, 
I am incapable of determining, and muſt take 
my leave ; to-morrow I will have the honor 


of waiting on you again, until then things muſt | 


remain as they are. Unable to ſay more he 
took leave under a r Wag of ſpirits tha 
ſhocked Julia extremely. 


Looking at the ire the reſemblance of 


Mr.Danvers was very ſtriking, but there wen 


very few traces of likeneſs to Miſs Danver, 
who was not what would generally be called 
handſome; ſhe was of the middle ſize, very 
fair, with fine blue eyes, her features were not 
regular, though very expreſſive, and the dim- 


ples that played round her mouth when ſhe | 


ſpoke and the animation of her countenance, 
added to a genteel form, rendered her ex- 
tremely pleaſing and agreeable, perhaps more 
to than much handſomer women. 
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After Mr. Danvers had left the houſe, 
Lady Sufan entered with Mr. Selwyn, you 
| have juſt parted with one beau and now I 

bring you another, ſaid Lady Suſan, he too 


has buſineſs it ſeems ; upon my word you are 
Juha affected to 
ſmile but it was eaſily to be obſerved her 
ſenſations were of a different kind, and her 


growing into importance. 


Ladyſhip left the room with a look of con- 
cern. Mr. Selwyn, after a few. moments 


pauſe, ſaid, you appear not well Miſs Wood- | 
ville. Only a flight cold, anſwered ſhe; but 
have you really any thing particular to tell 


me. 1 have; ſaid he, ſome information to 
give, that I fear will pain you: Lord A— 
arrived in town yeſterday, I have had a friend 
in Paris who has given me a conſtant and 


exact account of all their proceedings; my 
laſt letters gave me great concern, the one I 
Good God! cried Julia, 
tell me all, do not keep me in ſuſpenſe. It 
would anſwer no purpoſe to do ſo, replied he, 
and therefore you ſhall know all: Mr. Gran- = 


received {till more. 


they, Who went with the party to Paris, the 


Gs declared 
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declared humble ſervant of Lady Booty, is 
young man of the vileſt principles, with re. 
ſpect to women, though he obſerves integrity 
towards men ; what his Connexions were With 
Lady Booty, I do not preſume to ſay, but 
it ſeems for ſome weeks paſt Miſs Wood. 
ville has been the chief object of his devoirs, 
which did not altogether pleaſe his Lordſhip, 
nor Lady Booty; ſeveral quarrels enſued 
amongſt them, and Lord A— at length in. 
ſiſted upon having ſeparate lodgings for him- 
ſelf and your ſiſter, or that Granthey ſhould 
quit the houſe; neither propoſition was liſtened 
to, and 'tis thought Lady Booty irritated my 
Lord to challenge Granthey, for ſome inſo- 
lent expreſſions he had uſed, the challenge 
vas accepted, they both ſet off poſt for Calais, 
eame over to Dover, and there executed their 


5 purpoſe. 


O, Mr. Selwyn, cried Julia, what, what was 
the conſequence ? Mr. Granthey is wound 
ed in the ſhoulder, but I hope not dangr- 
rouſly, and remains at Dover; Lord A— is 
W in London, for what purpoſe. I know 

Not, 


ELLEN AND JULIA. | 229 


not. And my fiſter ? ſaid ſhe.—ls I believe 
ſtill in Paris. But, dear Sir, how came all 
- thoſe particulars to your knowledge? To 


own the truth, anſwered he, when ] left Paris, 
after my unſucceſsful embaſſy, 1 ordered a 


faithful ſervant I could truſt to remain there 


and watch their actions, perhaps it may be | 


deemed a piece of. officious impertinence, 


but fo ardent was my wiſh to ſerve you, and 
obtain information relative to thoſe dear to 


you, that I readily expoſed myſelf to the cen- 
ſure; my ſervant followed Lord A— to town, 


uncertain how to act; and now, Madam, I 
wait your commands; ſhall I go to Paris to 


your fiſter, or ſhall I firſt wait upon Lord A? 


Oh! Mr. Saree, anſwered the, how can 


E thank you for all your trouble, expence, and 


kindritſs? Not one word on that ſubje&, my 


dear Madam, have declared to you before now, 
that I am an idle unconnected man, I have 


the warmeſt friendſhip for you, and you will 
do me the greateſt favor in life to confide in 
my wiſhes to ſerve you, and employ me as 


ny as you would a brother. wann ſaid 


4 : 285 Julia, ny 
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Julia, you will blame my preſent RY and 
think it romantic, but 'tis a ſudden thought, 


and I fee no ill conſequence _ that can enſue 
from it; I will myſelf viſit Lord A—. You, 
Madam, cried Selwyn, you viſit Lord A—? 
Yes, replied ſhe, I will ſee him, and that in- 


ſtantly, I can ſend for a chair, take my. own 


ſervant with me, who ſhall have orders to ſtay 


in the hall. I haye no right, Madam, to pre- 
vent you, but what purpoſe will it anſwer ? 
I knoy not, but I muſt go. She then rang 


the bell, and ordered a chair; enquiring for 


Lady Suſan, ſhe was told ſhe had company 
with hep, which ſhe was not ſorry for, to avoid 
further oppoſition. At leaſt, ſaid Mr. Sel- 
wn, when the chair came, permit me to go 
with you. By no means, anſwered Julia, I 
Will go alone, but if you can make it conve- 
nient to call here again in the courſe of | 
the day, you ſhall be informed of my ma- 
ncaeeuvres, and be competent to judge what 
appears moſt proper to be done. Mr. Sel- 
wyn looked at her with aſtoniſhment, to ſee 
: att ſo different to any thing he could have 
expeſie) 


” 
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expected, but thoroughly perſuaded that Lord 
A— would treat her with reſpect, beſides the 
chance of his being abſent, he ceaſed to op- 
poſe what he could not prevent, and having 
handed her to her chair, retired in anxious 
expectatidn of the conſequences of ſo. extra- 
ordinary a viſit. * 


Julia, whoſe mind was all agitation, and 
every paſſion alarmed by the intelligence ſhe 
had received, vainly endeavoured to reaſon : 

herſelf i into ſome kind of method in her ! in- 
tended addreſs, and when the chair ſtopped 

at the houſe, ſhe was as much undetermined 

in her mode of introduction as when ſhe firſt 

entered the chair. On the demand of her 

ſervantif his Lordſhip was at home, the por- 
ter heſitated for a moment, and ſaid, he would £ 

enquire, - Tell him, faid Julia, having let the . 
| glaſs down, tell his Lordſhip, a young lady 
: requeſts the honor of ſeeing him for a few 

minutes. This meſſage procured her admiſ- 
ſion, for Lord A— actually thought it was 
Mifs Woodville, who he ſuppoſed and hoped 
had followed him from Paris. Julia was con- 
3 Ws ducted 3 
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ducted to the library, and almoſt inſtantly his 


Lordſhip entered—he ſtarted back as if truck 
| by a thunder-bolt, then recovering and ad. 
vancing, Good God! ſaid he, bowing, is it 
Miſs Julia Woodville I ſee? I do not, my 


Lord, faid ſhe, with an air of ſeverity, wonder 


that you appear ſurpriſed and confounded at 


my appearance, the guilty may well tremble 
before thoſe they have injured ; I come, my 
Lord, to demand of you that daughter, that 


ſiſter, whom you have baſe ly ſeduced from 
the duty ſhe owed to her Parent, ce me, and 


herſelf. 


Lord * was indeed; b Ma. 

; dam, anſwered he, in a faltering voice, Miſs 

Woodville, you judge me with too much ſe- 
verity, I am not, I never was a ſeducer. 

come not here, Sir, ſaid ſhe, to hear fallacious 
arguments, or a play upon words; when you 


_ perſuaded my unhappy ſiſter to admit a clan- 


deſtine addreſs, when you prevailed upon her 
to meet you privately, and dared to inſult her 

and her family by an open avowal of liber- . 
tine Fan, after n yourſelf an in- 


tereſt 
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tereſt in her affections, you ſeduced her from 

the duty and reſpect ſhe owed to her mother 

and herſelf; by the vileſt ſophiſtry you blinded 
| her judgment, and induced her to take a ſtep 
of all others the moſt diſgraceful, to quit her 
family, to place herſelf under your protection, 
to throw off the authority and affection ſhe 
| owed to the beſt of parents, and chuſe that 
man for her guardian who had proved hin- 
ſelf her greateſt enemy: What name, Sir, can 
you give to a conduct like this, is it not the 
, vileſt ſeduction, the ſeduction of che mind? : 


Miſs Tulia, anſwered Lord A you aw 
a ſtrong way of placing matters in the worſt | 
point of view, and perhaps I may have been 
to blame, but —, Perhaps, my Lord, re- 
peated ſhe, riſing in her temper, for ſhame, 
for ſhare, do not ſeek to palliate your crimes, 

whatever excuſes you can frame avail nothing; 
you knew ſhe was a poor unprotected female, 
no father, no brother, to call you to account; 
| you was by affinity and choice the man who 

55 ought to have preſerved her from inſult, from 

: ares, and from n, Would a man 

of 


r 
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of honor introduce a relation to a character WM A- 
like Lady Booty? Would he meanly hide ; ſhe 
himſelf in a village, and ſteal an unſuſpecting he 
innocent young woman from her friends, ne 
| carry her from her country with perſons the WW wt 
moſt improper in the world for companions; for 
; perſuade her to renounce her natural con- Ut 
nexions, and give the finiſhing blow to the the 
exiſtence of that excellent parent whoſe ſole WW vic 
happineſs and comfort was centered in her wo 
children? Theſe, my Lord, are facts that ic 
cannot be controverted, no ſophiſtry can over. thr 
come ſuch glaring proofs of deception and WW ing 
cruelty, nor can faſhion, gallantry, or liber. | ſel 


| n Jolly ſuch deteſtable actions.” 


| Permit me, MifsJulia to aſſure you, — . inc 
| want no aſſurances, my Lord, I demand my he 
| ſiſter, from your hands, good and innocent as bu 
| when you firſt knew her; tell me, Sir, what ex 
| is become of my poor Ellen ? ] believe, he 
* Madam, ſhe is in Paris.” Believe! you be- WI 
j lieve ſhe is in Paris; are you not her guar- , WW mi 
3 dian, Sir, ought ſhe not to be under your pro- pa 
[: tection?ꝰ ] grant it, Madam, anſwered Lord up 
| R 209 1K . 
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4A, ſhe ought to be, nor is it my fault that 
ſhe is not ſo, but the ſame ſpirit that induced 
her to leave a N has operated to make 
her forſake me.” Oh, Ellen, my poor ſiſter, 
who dal pier you, when the very man you 
ſought to oblige becomes your upbraider? 
Ungenerous ſex! who by vue artifices ſeduce 
the minds of innocence, and then deſpiſe the 
victims of their baſeneſs! O that every young 
woman could hear, as I do now, that inſulting 
recrimination which meanneſs and ſelf-love 
throws upon the unhappy object, who, truſt- 
ing to another, * what ſhe owed to her- 


ſelf, 


Here Julia could no longer ſupport her 
| indignation, a violent burſt of tears fell from 
her eyes, and ſhe ſighed as if her heart would 
burſt from her boſom. Lord A—, who was 
exceſſively affected, and felt a real eſteem for 
her, faid, I beſeech you, Madam, to hear me 
with patience, 'tis a juſtice the greatelt cri- 
minal has a right to expect; I mean not to 
palliate my faults, or throw undeſerved blame 
upon others: That] was early, on our firſt. 
„ acquaintance, 


5 
11 
BF 
1 
13 
. 


26% ELLEN AND JULIA. 


acquaintance, captivated by the beauty of Mis 
Woodville, I frankly own; I alſo acknoy. 


ledge I had conceived an averſion to marriage; 


the young lady gave me as much encourage. 
ment as I could. expect, and her conſent 60 


private meetings gave me not the moſt fa. 


vorable opinion of her prudence, though | 
was obliged by her complaiſance; I made 
no ſecret of my diſinclination to marriage, on 

the contrary, I openly avowed it to her, we 


were overheard ; your mother left the hall; I 
felt ſhe was right in ſo doing, and poſiibly 


time might have leſſened my love and regret, 
when unexpectedly I received a letter and an 
invitation from Miſs Woodville ; I believe, 
Madam, few men could have reſiſted the 
temptation, I own I could not, though my 
reaſon condemned me. The conſequence 
you know, ſhe could not with propricty be 
without a female companion, and as Lady 
Booty had a huſband, there was a ſanction to 
the party. I will confeſs that my love for 
your ſiſter increaſed daily, Mr. Selwyn's ar- 
ann affected me a ſs deal, oy when, 
at 
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at Paris, we heard of an event I ſhall ever 
deplore, I was ſmote with repentance and 
forrow, and actually was bringing my mind 
to reſolve on marrying Miſs Woodville and 
returning her to you in a more reſpe & able 
line, when I had information, when I had ſuſ- 
picions, in ſhort, when I diſcovered a ſname- 
ful intrigue carrying on between her and Mr. 


Granthey. 


0 me, Miss Julia, for wounding you fe: 
| by this intelligence, but it is too true. I 
ſpoke to her on the diſcovery, ſhe ridiculed 
and braved me in a manner that ſhocked me. 

I then addreſſed myſelf to the gentleman, he 

| behaved with an inſolence I could not brook, 

a challenge enſued; we came to England, we 

fought, he is wounded, I hope not dangerouſly, | 

but that is uncertain, [ have given in bail, and 

: deſign to return immediately to Paris, * 7 

not forlake Miſs Woodville, but — 1 canner : 

now think of marrying her. 


95 Judge ie W a: dear Miſs Julia, 
1 have done wrong I own, but I ſhould not 
I have 
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have perſiſted in error had prudence and de. 


| licacy gone hand in hand with beauty: Tell 


me, now, what I ſhall do, and I will obey you | 
to the extent of my power. Granthey, thy 


ol leoſe principles, has ſome honor; I leſt 


him in good hands, he aſſured me the ſubject 


of our: quarrel ſhould never be known, I can 


tie Lady Booty's tongue, therefore your 


ſiſter's reputation, if ſhe pleaſes, may go un- 


impeached; tell me then, I beſeech you, what 


* am to do? 


Ws Nati: my Lord, anſwered ſhe, abſolutely 


nothing, to the deſtroyer of my ſiſter I will | 
owe no obligation; until ſhe knew you ſhe 


was good and innocent ; whatever are her 


faults from you they originate ; ſee her no 
more, reſign the power you unjuſtly acquired 


over her, and I will either go-myſelf or ſend 
a truſty friend directly to France to fave the 


dear unhappy girl from further miſery. 


She aroſe from ber chair, I leave you, my 
Lord, to reflection; you have haſtened the 
death of my mother, you have ruined my 


"not | 
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ſiſter, and my proſpects of happineſs you have 
clouded for ever She rang the bell, Is my 
chair in waiting? Being informed it was, ſhe 
left the room without attending to what his 
Lordſhip was about to ſay, and with a look 
of contempt refuſed his offered hand. 


When ſhe got out of her chair and went 
up to her dreſſing-room, ſhe was preſently 
followed by Lady Suſan, who, obſerving the 
diforder of her countenance, ſaid, the tran- 
ſactions of this morning, and the uneaſineſs 
which I cannot help taking notice of ſo viſible 
in your looks, alarm me a good deal, may 1 
be permitted the privilege of fr iendſhip to 
aſk a ſolution of what I cannot comprehend ? 
Yes, my dear Lady, you are entitled to un- 
reſerved confidence, if I have hitherto been 
filent on ſome points, it was becauſe I was not 
the only one concerned; now you ſhall know 
all, for 1 have no longer hopes or doubts. 


While Julia was making her communica- 
: tions, we will return to Lord A— „ who was 
really | in a ſituation that deſerved pity: : Ithas 
| been 
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been early obſerved that he had not a bad 


Heart, nor naturally bad principles ; his fond. 
_ neſs for women was his greateſt error, becauſe 
his eager purſuit of them often occaſioned 2 
temporary ſacrifice of truth and ſincerity, 


which, on reflection, always gave him pain, 


though he had not reſolution to combat his 
paſſions and avoid a repetition of error when 
temptation came in his way, It is very pro- 
bable that had Miſs Woodville conducted Bſh 
| herſelf with prudence, his love for her, his re- 
{pe&- for her mother and ſiſter, and his affi- 
nity to the family, might, with proper ma- 
nagement, have ſubdued his repugnance to : 
matrimony, and ſhe poſſibly had been his wife, I 
for when they quitted the hall, he certainly 
was ballancing whether to give the buſineſs 
up entirely, or purſue the chace ; her letter 
and invitation decided for him. 


He was much affected by Mr. Selwyn's 
addreſs, to himſelf and Ellen, when at Abbe- 
ville, but flattered by her avowed preference, 
he eaſily perſuaded himſelf honor and grati- 
tude I him to protect the lady. In 
| _ Paris, 
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Paris, where examples of indiſcretion and le- 
vity were too common to be particularly 

noticed, where gallantry was the acknow- 
ledged ſyſtem between men and women; 
Miſs Woodville, bred up in retirement a 
| ſtranger to the manners of her own country 
but from the precepts of her mother; was 
without much difficulty perſuaded by Lady 
Booty, that love and gallantry was the eſta- 

bliſhed mode amongſt all people of faſhion, 
and the only buſineſs of their lives; ſhe con- 


ſequently fell an eaſy prey to the pernicious | | 


tenets of that diſſipated woman, and grew | 
bold in vice becauſe ſhe thought it faſhion- 
able. Lord A—, who grew paſſionately fond 

of her, was often hurt by her levity, and now 
and then ventured to remonſtrate gently on 
the impropriety of her behaviour to Mr. 
Granthey, who, ſoon ſatiated with Lady Booty, 
ſought out a more lovely companion. Sir 
Thomas Booty had been ſeized with a ſevere 
fit of the gout ſoon after his arrival, and was 
confined to his apartment ſeveral weeks, her 
Ladyſhip deteſted nurſing, conſequently the 

vol. 11. M 


poor 


anſwered with a haughtineſs and ſcorn that 


| of ingratitude and cruelty, and was really for 
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poor man was left to the care of ſervantz, 
whilſt his young wife purſued her licention 
Pleaſures. 


Lord A—ſaw his error in fixing Ellen as 4 
part of her ſuite ; he beheld Granthey's de. 
voirs and her playful airs with indignation, | 
but when he ventured to ſpeak to her, ſhe 


ſhocked him. Good heaven! thought he, 
ſmote by painful reflection, am I the cauſe, 
am I anſwerable for this depravity of manners? 
The idea was inſupportable! Mrs. Wood- 
ville, the reſpectable Mrs. Woodville, and the 
amiable Julia, appeared before him, upbraid. 
ing his duplicity, ane. n their loſt 
Ellen. 


i the midſt of his agitations came the ac- 
count of Mrs. Woodville's death, and Sit 
Charles Evelyn's communications, he thought 
this a fit ſeaſon to work upon her mind; ſne 
appeared exceſſively ſhocked, accuſed herſelf 


feveral days dejected and unhappy; but *. 
1 EIS 


ELLEN AND JULIA: 243 


ſoon wore off, and the pleaſures of company, 
dre, and public places, ſubdued grief, and 
obliterated remorſe. Mr. Granthey, how- 
eyer, during her fit of penitence, had been at- 
tracted by an Opera dancer, his attentions 
to Miſs Woodville therefore relaxed, and his 
time was pretty well taken up out of doors : 
A French Count ſupplied his place, to keep - 
Lady Booty in tolerable humour, and for ſe- 
yeral weeks things went on very ſmoothly ; 
Ellen appeared contented with the kindneſs of 
Lord A—, and her unworthy inſtructreſs left = 

them a good deal to themſelves. 


| Granthey, however, who was never famed | 
for conſtancy, grew tired of his Opera girl, 
or rather perhaps of her expences, and ſhe 
having found another protector, he was at 
liberty w renew his purſuit of Miſs Wood- 
ville, at the very time when Lord A— was 
grown ſo paſſionately fond of her, that he 
zeally ſometimes thought of marrying ber, 
and quitting the ſociety of Lady Booty for 
ever: But Granthey's attentions, her Lady- 
ſhip s inſinuations, and ſome very ſuſpicious 
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circumſtances which one day fell under his 


own notice, provoked him beyond patience, 
the quarrel before mentioned took place, and 
after his antagoniſt was wounded he poſted 


immediately to London, to take ſome neceſ. 


fary precautions in caſe of future accidents, 
not intending to be ſeen by any one, and 
when a lady was announced, gladly admitted 
the idea that 1 it was Miſs Wocdville come 
poſt after him: Nothing could equal his ſur- 


priſe and horror when Julia preſented herſelf 


to his view—the ſeverity of her expreſſions, 


the contempt of her manner, and her agita- 


tions as ſhe proceeded, altogether ſtruck him 


with remorſe, ſorrow, and anguiſh. The mo- 


ment ſhe left him he flew to finiſh the buſi- I 
neſs that brought him to town, and by five 
o'clock was ready to ſtep into a carriage that 


_ ſhould convey him with all ſpeed r. to Paris, 


2 "Jul Janos entered into 5 Minute detail i 
of every event in which ſhe had been con- 
cerned for the laſt ſixteen months, concluded 
her ſtory with her viſit to Lord A—, and re- 
queſting her Ladyſhip's advice | in what man- 
. Ks _ 
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ner to proceed, that ſhe might, if poſſible, re- 
cover her ſiſter. Lady Suſan was aſtoniſhed 
at the ſeveral particulars related to her, and 


at the courage Julia had lately manifeſted n 


her two interviews that morning. I cannot 
ſufficiently praiſe your whole conduct, my dear 
Julia, and my eſteem for you augments 


every moment ; the advice .you do me the 
honor to requeſt 1 is of ſo important a nature, 


that it requires deliberation, and I think we 
muſt take Mr. Selwyn to council. She had 


ſcarcely ſaid thoſe words when his name 
vas announced: Impatient to know the con- 
ſequences of Julia's viſit, he could not fulfil 


an engagement he had with a friend, until he 
had called in Brook-Street. ; 


happy, then, replied Mr. Selwyn, that my 


wiſhes accord with yours. Lady Suſan then 
recapitulated the preceding interview between 
Lord A— and her young friend, and the dif- 


ficulty that appeared in the. next Proper ſteps 
JF 


You have certainly 3 when 
you oe particularly wiſhed for, ſaid Lady 
- Suſan, the very man we wanted to ſee. Iam 


I 1 
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to be taken. Mr. Selwyn replied, that he 
ſaw no Gifficulties i in the world; I have already 
offered my ſervices, ſaid he, I can ſet off for n 
France to-morrow morning if you will give 1 7 
me a commiſſion, and I will engage my ho- þ 
: 
: 
| 


nor not to exceed it, nor go one ſtep beyond 
what I am authorized to take. Julia ſhook 
her head, Lady Sulan applauded the motion, 
and aſked her if ſhe had any thing better to 
| propoſe, I cannot, Madam, anſwered Julia, 
think of troubling my friends in ſuch diſagree- 
able affairs, as may involve them in unplea- 
fant ſiwarions: I have a relation, tis true, 
who might with propriety interfere, but I 
dare not expoſe my fiſter, nor riſk the con- 
ſequences of his interference, neither can I go 
alone: In ſhort I know not what I can or 
\ ought todo. Let me then, ſaid Lady Suſan, 
claim the delegated power I was honored 
with, and, as a "mother, determine for you? 
Mr. Selwyn is, I am perſuaded, a friend to 
you and yours, he knows your ſituation, and 
the ſenſibility of your heart; I am perſuaded 
he will conſider the one, and never wound 
the other by any indiſcrete act whatever; he 
Y 
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is unconnected, an idle man: Suppoſe you 
add Sir Charles to the commiſſion, if you dare 
not truſt him alone. O, Madam, anſwered 
Julia, I know I can confide in Mr, Selwyn's 
honor. Then permit me, without delay, 
authorized by you, and in quality of your 
guardian, to leave town immediately, and to 
ſilence every ſcruple, if I can prevail on Miſs 
Woodville to accept my protection, I have 
a friend in Paris, a worthy old lady, who, I 
dare ſay will procure a proper companion to 
travel with her, or receive her into her houſe 
till unexceptionable company can be found.” 
Nothing, ſaid-Eady Suſan, can be better 
planned; ſurely, Julia, you can frame no ob- 
jections? If I muſt ever be on the obliged 
fide, anſwered ſhe, I certainly cannot; yet, I 
_ dread the idea of any diſagreeable altercations 
taking place, that may force Mr. Selwyn into 
meaſures he little expects, and perhaps will not 
be at liberty to avoid ; 'tis alſo poſſible his 
journey may be fruitleſs, and Ellen refuſe to 
accept his kindneſs, from pride or conſciouſ- 
neſs. As to the firſt, replied Mr. Selwyn, I 
S Peder 
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pledge my word, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
no Provocation whatever ſhall induce me to 
engage in altercations, quarrels, or any per- 
ſonal affronts ; the laſt indeed does not depend 
upon me: but no ſteps ſhall be left untried, 
that reſpect and tenderneſs can urge, to ob. 
tain your wiſhes: And for myſelf, you do me 
a favor to employ my idle time, and I can- 
-not feel greater gratification than to do you 
ſervice. My good, my dear Mr. Selwyn, 
_ cried Juha, how kind you are, I accept your 
Hervaces, and know I can depend upon your 
honor. To-morrow morning you ſhall have 
- your credentials, ſaid her Ladyſhip, ſpend this 
evening with us, and let hope and cheerful- 
neſs ſmile on your commiſſion. He aſſented 
with pleaſure, and took leave to make the 
. neceſſary . 


Lady Suſan: retired, whilſt Julia prepared 
to dreſs, being near the dinner hour. Never, 
ag ſhe, when alone, never can I now think 
of being united to Lord Meanwell, honor 
forbids it, and henceforth I will drop the idea: 
If wy ſiſter returns we will leave town toge- 

ther, 
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ther, if ſhe does not I ſhall requeſt permiſſion. 
to reſide with Mrs. Evelyn, on condition that 
Sir Charles does not come there—ſhe ſighed 
on reflection, but determined to act with 
ſpirit and propriety, ſhe endeavoured to ac- 
quire fortitude to ſupport the annihilation of 
all her hopes and wiſhes, and meet her friends 
with compoſure. 


Miſs Chancely, who had thought her be- 
haviour very extraordinary, having finiſhed | 
dreſſing, came into her room as ſhe was try- 
ing to repreſs the falling tear. My dear Miſs 
Woodville, ſaid ſhe, tenderly, you are un- 
happy. I have indeed, anſwered Julia, been 
deeply affected this morning, talking with 
Mr. Danvers about an unfortunate relation 
of his, whom I formerly knew, and was pre- 
ſent at her death; and ſince J have heard 
ſome unpleaſant intelligence of a friend of 
mine: altogether my ſpirits have been a good 
deal hurried, but I ſhall ſoon be eaſier, | Miſs 

Chancely had too much delicacy to hk par- 
| ticulars, but talked on indifferent ſubjects, 
aud when they entered the dinner parlour | 
M 5 Julia | 
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Julia el much recovered. They had 
ſcarcely dined, when a letter was delivered to 
her, brought, the ſervant ſaid, by a footman 
who did not wait for an anſwer—ſhe opened 

it and to her great ſurpriſe found the follow. | 
ing contents. 


CHAP . 


"I Go, Madam, this inſtant for Paris, I go 
i to prove myſelf not entirely unworthy your 
„ | forgiveneſs—you have ſtruck conviction and 
Fx _ remorſe to my heart, you are an angel, I fly 
to recover a fallen one from diſgrace, to 
return her to you as an erring ſiſter, who 
may hope and deſerve future Hor... Yes, 
charming Julia, if Miſs Woodville, as I ſtill 
| hope, as only indiſcretion to be charged with 
in her conduct Wich Mr. * COP: ſhe re- 
turns | 


ELLEN AND JULIA. | 251 


turns to you as Lady A—, if otherwiſe, at all 
events, by the e he has given me, I 
will ſeparate her from Lady Booty, and pre- 
vent farther evils. To you as to my ſupreme 
judge 1 will henceforth be accountable for 
my actions, and ſhall write the moment I ar- 
rive at Paris. 


Julia was aſtoniſhed, ſhe gave the letter to 
Lady Suſan without a ſingle comment, Miſs, 
Chancely politely left the room. I congra- 
| tulate you, my dear, ſaid her Ladyſhip, I 
verily believe the writer is ſincere, he can 
have no views now to impoſe on you, nor 
would he dare do. it under the protection you 
may command. for yourſelf and ſiſter. What 
then, ſaid Julia, can we do with. Mr. Selwyn? oy 
Prevent his journey by all means, appear to 
: place ſome confidence | in Lord A—, 1 think 
he will deſerve it. 


A meſſenger v was ; direaty ſent to Mr. Sel- 
yn, and. he ſoon made his appearance.. 


ä When 


err 


ES „ + 


252 ELLEN AND JULIA, 
When the letter was given to him he expreſ. 


ed leſs ſurpriſe than they expected knew, 
ſaid he, I was not miſtaken i in Lord Ao: 


his paſſions have hurried him into errors his 
heart and judgment reproves him for ; whilſt 
paſſion predominates we ſeldom liſten to the 
voice of reaſon, but when conviction forces 
its way to the heart, the mind naturally re- 
turns to its firſt bias, and repentance follows 


of courſe : I could anſwer with my life for 


__his,Lordſhip's ſincerity, yet I am ſtill ready 
for the journey, and perhaps may be uſeful 
to him. No, replied Julia, a confidence 
ſhould be implicit or nothing; we will truſt to 
Lord A—, at leaſt wait till the promiſed 
letter comes. Lady Suſan was of the ſame 

opinion, and joined with Mr. Selwyn in bid- 
ding their amiable friend look forward to a 
happy iffue of the buſineſs: Selwyn ſaid he 

would ſend his ſervant to Dover to know | 

Granthey's ſituation, and gain what lights he 
could from that gentleman's ſervant, to whom 

be was indebted for all his former inform- 
ation—this offer was accepted with thanks. 


0 . 
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In the evening Lady Suſan had a private 
party of friends, Lord Meanwell, Sir Charles 
Evelyn, Mr. Selwyn, two other gentlemen, 
and fix ladies, whoſe names are not of con- 
ſequence to the hiſtory. This day ſeemed 


marked out for particular events. When the 


company broke up, and the gentlemen were 
conducting the ladies down ſtairs, Sir Charles 
Evelyn by ſome means entangled his foot in 
a lady's train, as at the top of the ſtairs he in- 
tended to give her his hand, and trying to 
diſengage himſelf fell over the whole flight, 
pitched on his ſhoulder, which he diſlocated, 
and broke his left arm : the ſcreams of the 
ladies and the buſtle of ſervants brought out 


the family from the drawing- room: : Sir 


Charles Evelyn is dead, Sir Charles Evelyn 
is killed,” reſounded on all ſides, and inſtantly 
town dropped Miſs Chancely 1 in a fit. Lady 
| Suſan's woman and her own carried her back 
to the room, where alſo in a few minutes Sir 
Charles was brought, perfectly in his ſenſes 
though unable to ſpeak from pain; he ſeem- 
ed much affected at ſeeing Miſs Chancely 5 
ſttuation, and when they crowded round him, 


pointed : 
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pointed to her, whom Julia, almoſt frightened 
to death, was endeavouring to reſtore: A; 
ſhe began to recover, ſhe opened her eyes to- 
Juha, © he 1s dead, quite dead, I wiſh not for 
life, leave me, leave me.” No, my dear So- 
phia, Sir Charles is not dead, look round, my 
love.“ Sir Charles ſtruggling to ſpeak, faintly 
cried, I live, dear Miſs Chancely, compoſe 
your ſpirits, he would have ſaid, but that in- 
ſtant ſome of the gentlemen entered with a 
ſurgeon, Lady Suſan inſiſted upon his re- 
maining in her houſe, a bed was prepared, he 
was taken from the fofa and carried to it, 
| whilſt the whole houſe was in confuſion, run- 
ning from one room to another with drops 
to different ladies. 


Great was Julia's anxiety, and when Sophia 
| was tolerably recovered ſhe left her to the 
care of Lady Sufan, and flew to the ſtairs; 
watching for the ſurgeon's appearance; at 
length he came out of the room: I beſeech 
you, Sir, ſaid ſhe, with folded hands, tell me, 
and tell me truly, how is Sir Charles Evelyn, 
is he in danger? TI hope not, Madam, he re- 
Tr ne neg pee 
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plied, but *tis impoſſible to ſpeak with cer- 
tainty from an apprehenſion of fever, if we can 


keep that under I hope he will do very well. 


5 Hope repeated Julia, as ſne turned from him, 


alas! how often is hope fallacious: O good 


God! cried ſhe with fervor, preſerve a worthy 
man, and if conſiſtent with thy decrees reſtore. 
him ſoon to health and to his friends, 


She returned ds Vim Chancely, 1 have 


ſeen the ſurgeon, he has great hopes Sir 
Charles will ſoon be well.“ Sophia ſighed, 
locked up to heaven, but ſpoke not. Julia 
prevailed on her to retire to bed, determined 
to ſit up ſome hours herſelf until ſne heard 
how her friend reſted after the painful ope- 


ration he had undergone: As he had taken 


ſomething to compoſe and lull his pain, about 
four in the morning he dropt into ſleep with 
little or no appearance of fever, and ſhe with 


a _— heart retired 1 to reſt. 


The next morning on enquiry me heard 
he was as well, and with as little heat about 
him as could pollibly be expo from the 

nature 
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nature of t the accident. Miſs Chancely much 


revived by this information, was alſo conſi- 
derably better, and Lady Suſan, who had 
been extremely terrified at firſt, now rallied 


Sophia on the public diſcloſure of her regard | 


for Sir Charles. Upon my word, faid Jula, 
ſeeing the young lady's confuſion, I felt littleleſs 


than Miſs Chancely,I am certain, but having 
ſtronger nerves, or perhaps more accuſtomed 


to view diſtreſsful ſcenes, I was enabled to 


| ſupport my ſenſes ; yet, I am not certain but 

that the ſurgeon concludes me violently 1 in 

love, from being detected watching on the 

ſtairs, and I believe ſome of your Ladyſhip's I 
viſitors were equally concerned.' May be 

5 ſo, replied ſhe, ſmiling, and this accident will 


poſſibly lead to great diſcoveries.” 


7 hey had ſcarce breakfaſted when Lord 
Meanwell and Mr. Selwyn came to ſee Sir 

Charles; and a ſervant came with a card, to 

invite Julia to ſpend the day with Major and 
Mrs. Sandford; not knowing how to exeuſe 


herſelf, as Lady Suſan had given orders to ad- 


mit no company that day but Mr. Danver's 
whom 
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whom Julia expected every moment, ſhe was 
obliged to accept the invitation, though un- 
eaſy on account of Sir Charles, and alſo for 
Miſs Chancely, who appeared far from well, 


and entirely out of ſpirits : Lady Sufan un- 
dertook however to be attentive to both, and 
requeſted ſhe would go—a 1 was ſent 


e 


some time afier Mr. Danvers was an- 
nounced, Julia received him in her dreſſing- 


room, and was ſhocked at his melancholy 
countenance ; the acquainted him with the AC- 
cident that had happened the preceding night, 
and he was much affected for the misfortune. 
| After one or two general matters, he ad- 
drefſed her with a very ſolemn air, delivering 
into her hands a copy of his wife's narrative: 
I have availed myſelf of your permiſſion, 
Madam, and retained the original of that copy, 
it will be ever dear to my heart, and you will 
not grudge me that ſatisfaction. The narra- 
tive is true | in every particular, and the un- 
happy writer has condemned herſelf with 
more ſeverity than ever 1 ad; I wiſh to give 
Pi 2: . you 
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you ſome further information, and then be de- 
termined as to future arrangements by your 
judgment. 


When that villain Rayner— Rayner! ex. 


claimed Julia, ſure I have heard that name. 
Very poſlibly, anſwered Mr. Danvers, he was 


a native of England, and came to Dublin | 


nearly at the time I did, to take poſſeſſion of 
an eſtate left him. Accurſed was the hour, 
added he with great vehemence, when he 
firſt entered my houſe, and ſcattered miſery 


and deſolation through it. When this wretch 


had killed one of the worthieſt young men in 
the world, the champion of his ſiſter's honor, 


he fled from Dublin, nor could we obtain 


any traces of his footſteps. I could not fee 
my poor loſt Mary; her child I had left at St. 
Omer's ; but dcteſting every object around 
me, unable to ſupport the looks of my pity- 
ing friends, I left Ireland in the manner ſhe 
has deſcribed, and flew to my child; my ap- 


pearance frightened her: I had determined to 
conceal her mother's ill condu &, and account 
for the alteration in my perſon by announe- 
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ing tenderly to her, that her mother and uncle 
had died of a fever, from which I was uſt 


recovered. The poor girl ſhed a torrent of 
tears, for though not an object of much in- 


- tereſt in her mother's affections, ſhe had ten- 


derhy loved her. I took her to Paris, placed 


her in a convent there with a very handſome 
allowance, and relolvea to travel, 


Previous to my leaving Paris I received a 


letter from Mr. Fitzmaurice, with an account 
of poor Mary's flight, and the ſteps ſhe had 


taken; my heart felt for her diſtreſs and ap- 
plauded her reſolution : I. oftentimes felt an 


anxiety to know her fate, and ſometimes 
wiſhed myſelf with her, but all confidence 
being deſtroyed, love could not ſubſiſt, and 


therefore a ſeparation in ſuch a ſtate was moſt 


_ defirable. I went into Italy, and reſided in 
that country ſome years; there I became ac- 


quainted with Mr. Selwyn, by a ſingular af- 


fair, which proves, that even in this life a 
ſevere retribution ſometimes happens to fol- 


low guilt, and puniſh the hardened ſinner, 5 
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I was returning home one evening from x 
converſazioni whilſt J was in Florence, when 


I was alarmed by ſeveral heavy groans, two 


gentlemen were with me, we followed the 
found, and at the corner of the ſtreet ſaw two 
or three perſons, one with a light, endea- 


vouring to ſtop the effuſion of blood, which 
. to run in torrents from a man on the 
earth. We drew near to offer aſſiſtance, the 


blood was ſtopped, . and ſome drops, which 
were poured down the gentleman's throat, a 


littfe reſtored him, and he ſpoke a word or 


two faintly. 


"ol was then ſpeaking to Mr. Selwyn, Who 
was one of thoſe that humanely attended to 
him before we came, the tone of the voice, 
and the ſound of Engliſh words, attracted me, 
I drew near to his face, and pale as it was, diſ- 
covered the features of Rayner, Juſt God! 
I cried, in my agitation, 'tis that villain, 


' Rayner! He lifted his eyes to mine, and in- 


ſtantly repeating the name of Danvers, faint- | 
ed. We had him taken up and carried to 
the neareſt 1 inn, he was put to bed and a ſur- 


geon 


In 


ELLEN AND JULIA, 261 
geon ſent for, who, examining his wounds, 
gave it as his opinion that they were danger- 
ous. Mr. Selwyn, who was ſurpriſed at my 
| exclamation, ſaid to me, you ſeem to know 

this wounded man, Sir, has he any friends 


here? I hope not, I replied, I hope there 


are none fo curſt as to be friends to ſuch a 


monſter, who, by his inſiduous arts has mur- 


dered the peace of families, and deſtroyed the 
lives of two worthy men; I ſpeak from know- 
ledge, Sir, he 1s a deliberate villain, and dare 


ſay ſuffers now the puniſhment due to ſome 


new crime he has committed. 


I had ſcarcely ſaid theſe words when we 


| were ſent for to his room, he had recovered 
his ſenſes and ipeech, and had likewife been 
informed of his danger ; though I hated his 
fight, curioſity impelled me to go. I drew 
near to him, 0 Danvers, ſaid he, very teebly, 
forgive me, I am going, you are revenged! 
Poor Hammond i 18 revenged Hammond, | 
_ exclaimed Julia, Oh! heavens ! but pray go 
on Sir. His! innocent murdered wife, your 


wite and brother; you are all revenged, ut- 
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tered he, in a kind of phrenzy, then lowering 


his tone, I eſcaped drowning to commit 
more crimes, and at laſt die by an unknown. 
hand, an aſſaſſin. What, was it you directed 


the blow ?? aſked he, wildly ſtairing at me. 
No, I replied, I knew not that you was in 


Florence. Yeſterday, only yeſterday,” ſaid | 
he; then preſently after he exclaimed, All 
my crimes, my murders are here, pointing to 


the top of the room, forgive me, pardon, 
Pardon —. I could bear no more he very 


ſoon after loſt his reaſon, and expired before 
morning! Such was the miſerable end of an 


8 unhappy guilty wretch,” d 


He was indeed a puer ban ar, faid Julia 


1 know the ſtory of Hammond, whoſe inno- 
cent wife fell a ſacrifice to his baſe arts. But 
| ſhe was innocent, you ſay, cried Mr. Danvers, 
ſtriking his breaſt, what a charm in that word 
innocent! But to conclude my narrative, 
added he, fighing, this cataſtrophe brought 
me to the acquaintance of Mr. Selwyn, we 


travelled together for ſome time, when he re- 
turned to England, I went back to France, 
where 
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where I lived an obſcure and melancholy life 
for ſeveral years, without any variation, until 
received a letter from my friend Fitzmau- 


rice, with the account Mr. Evelyn had writ- 
ten relative to my poor unhappy Mary's death. 


Good God! that delicate form and mind, con- 


fined to a cave, waſting out her life in ſorrow 
and repentance! O that I had ſooner known 
it, that ! might have flown to, have claſped 


her in my arms, and bleſſed her before ſhe 
expired. Your communication yeſterday, 
Madam, though it ſatisfied an anxious reſtleſs 
curiofity, has wounded my peace: I was too 


raſh ; ah ! why did I deſert her ?—But retro- 


pections are ulclcis now, all is over. 


He ſtopt for a moment to recover from 


his emotions, then haſtily proceeded. On 
the receipt of Mr. Fitzmaurice's intelligence, 
and in compliance with his earneſt requeſt, I 
took my daughter from the Convent, which 

I had before intended, (my only difficulty b 
ing where to place her) and we immediately 
ſet off for Ireland; my melancholy did not 
pals unobſerved by her, but | accounted for 
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it in a different way, and on our arrival cay. 
tioned my friends to be ſilent on the ſubjec: 


But my ſorrow and regret increaſed hourly, 


and having ſome buſineſs to ſettle in England 
I gladly embraced the opportunity of leay- 
ing Ireland, and of ſeeing my friend Selwyn; 
It was alſo my intention to viſit Weſtmore. 
land, fee the worthy. clergyman, and learn 
every particular relative to my ever dear 


Mary. 


Thus, Madam, I have brought down my 
narrative to the preſent hour, my daughter is 
entirely unacquainted with her mother's fault, 
1 cannot wound her boſom by a repetition of 
them; if therefore you can reconcile to yourſelf 
_ diſpenſing with the charge given you, and de- 
liver to me the letter ee, for her, I think 
to ſeal it up with the narrative, and my motives 
for concealment, and deliver it to her when 
ſhe marries, or leave it to your care if that 
not take place i in my life time, 
to be given tober when J am no more: — 
She is now good and amiable, if ſhe marries, 
the leſſons that narrative will convey, muſt 


event ſho! 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak forcibly to her heart, and I hope influ- 


ence her conduct through lite. 


'Tis impoſlible, Sir, anſwered Julia, that 1 
ſhould feel any objection to a plan, dictated 


equally by tenderneſs and wiſdom; I ſhall give 


you the letter, and be entirely ſilent on the 
ſubject to Miſs Danvers. You have already. 


won her heart, ſaid he, by your polite kind- 


neſs, continue to her your eſteem, my dear 


Mifs Woodville, and permit your friends to 


be ber friends. Julia aſſured Mr. Danvers of 


the pleaſure ſhe ſhould feel in cultivating her 


acquaintance, 1 look upon it as a ſacred charge 
from a dear lady I ſhall ever revere, to pay 
every attention in my power to her repreſent. _ 
ative; and Lady Suſan, who is the beſt of wo- 
men, is never ſo happy as when ſhe has tlie 
power of beſtowing civilities on young women 
who have no maternal protectreſs. Mr. Dan 
vers now took leave, promiſing, at her re- 


queſt, to bring his hand 46, following 


| evening. ds — 
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Aſter Mr. Danvers had left the houſe, Juli, 
ſent to enquire the ſtate of Sir Charles, and 
heard he lay very compoſed, and the pain 

and inflammation was much abated: Happy to 
hear fo good an account, ſhe retired to dreſs 


for her viſit. When Julia was alone and re. 
flected on Lord A—'s conduct and letter, the 


began to form hopes that her ſiſter might 
ſtill be reſtored to the world, without her cha- 
racter being injured: What a mixed character 
is Lord A—'s, thought ſhe, with naturally a 
good heart, ſurely that man, if ſtudied with 

care, might make a valuable member of ſo- 
ciety, and I believe Mr. Selwyn's repreſent- 


ation of his character is ſtrictly juſt; at pre- 


ſent however ſhe reſolved to be perfectly 

ſilent onthe ſubject to her relations, who were 
merely informed Miſs Woodville was in 

France, with a party of friends. 


When ſhe came to Mr. Whitmore's ſhe 
was received with particular kindneſs, the 
young gentleman indeed pleaded an engage- 
ment for the evening; knowing all hopes were 
aca he judged it mon prudent to avoid 
being 
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being too much in her company, for he knew 
nothing of the deſign his relations had formed, 


After dinner, however, when Mrs. Sand- 
ford and Julia were retired, the former ſaid, I 
am about to take a very great liberty, my dear 
Miſs Woodville, and I entreat you to believe 
tis at Mr. Sandford's requeſt, and not from 
| my own promptitude or curioſity, and his 
motives I know proceed from his eſteem for 
you. My dear Madam, ſaid Julia, I beg you 
will make no apologies, every particular in 
which J am concerned, I wiſh to be open to 

the view of my friends. Candidly anſwered, 


replied Mrs. Sandford, know, then, Iam 


commiſſioned to enquire into the ſtate of your 
heart; you bluſh, my dear, but I will be very 
| explicit : There is a gentleman, who, if your 
affectiqns are diſengaged, we think worthy of 
you, which is ſaying a great deal for him; he 
has a very noble fortune of his own, and a 


proſpect of a very conſiderable one in rever- . 
ſion, both from his father and others: If al- 


ready you have not a preferable affection, will 
you permit Mr. Sandford to introduce this 
„ gentleman 


any friend of Mr. Sandford's, and perhaps 
without any particular conſequence following, 


ford, that 1s out of the queſtion, we already 


had ſought to influence them in his behalf, but 

2 moment's recollection drove that idea from 
her mind, and ſhe aſked, in ſome confuſion, 
who the gentleman was? I don't know, re- 
plied Mrs. Sandford, whether I do not exceed | 

my commiſſion by owning to you 'tis my re- 
lation, Mr. Whitmore, whoſe cauſe I have 
to plead. Then, Madam, ſaid Julia, tis my 
duty to be perfectly ſincere; I have not that 
preference to beſtow which entitles me to 
Mr. Whitmore's addreſſes: Long before! 
had the happineſs of knowing you, particular 
circumſtances thr ew me into the knowledge 
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_ gentleman to your particular acquaintance? 


] certainly can have no objection to receive 


as there is little chance the gentleman fo in- 


troduced may think ſo favorable of me as my 


partial relations do.“ Ah! cried Mrs. Sand., 


know he admires you exceedingly, and, to 
tell truth, you are no ſtranger to him. 


+ Julia at firſt conceived Lord Meannel 


of 
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of man, who in my eyes is ſuperior to moſt 
of his ſex, his partiality in my favor juſtifies 
mine to him, particular notions of delicacy on 
my fide, at preſent, ſtep between any great 
probability of a nearer connexion ; but ſuch 
are my ſentiments for him, that although 
a principle of decorum oppoſes my giving 
any ſanction to his addreſſes, I never can re- 
ceive thoſe of another: I feel myſelf obliged 
to Mr. Whitmore, and to you, my dear Ma- 
dam, for the honor you do me, in your good 
opinion, but I am either the wife of the man 
1 prefer, or I never marry at all —and this 


option, I repeat, is in my own choice. 8 


Mrs. Sandford, in che mak and ſteadi- 
_ neſs of this anſwer, ſaw the downfal of all their 
wiſhes, for ſhe was perfectly convinced, from 
| Julia's manner, there was no girliſh affecta- 
tion, all was deciſive ; and the mind that from 
delicacy only rejected, or at leaſt would not 
accept the man ſhe made no ſcruple of de- 
claring a preference for, never could be 1 in- 
fluenced by any motives whatever to accept 
one to whom ſhe was entirely indifferent ; ſhe 
. N * therefore, 


I 
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therefore, taking Julia's hand, ſaid, your noble 

candour, whilſt it adds to my regret, that yoy 
cannot bleſs the man who I am ſure would 
ſtudy to deſerve the bleſſing, convinces me 
you cannot have beſtowed your heart unwor. 
thily; and, therefore, without being imperti. 
nently curious to develop the ſecrets of that 
heart, I ſincerely wiſh all obſtacles that at pre- 
ſent impede your union may quickly be re. 
moved, and your happineſs confirmed with 
the man of your choice. 
Julia expreſſed the warmeſt acknowledg- 
ments for her kindneſs: Be aſſured, my dear 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, if ever I do marry, it ſhall 
be to one whom I can introduce to my friends 
ſecure of their eſteem, but at preſent that idea 
is a very diſtant one, The ſubject then drop- 
ped, and the company below, with ſome 
others that dropped in by chance, Joining 
them, they ſpent a very agreeable evening, 
and took leave wich a confirmed eſteem on 


5 both ſides. 


When 


' 
p 
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When Julia returned, her firſt queſtion 


| was after Sir Charles, and ſhe was highly de- 


lighted at the favorable accounts ſhe received. 
Miſs Chancely, who ſought an opportunity 
of being alone with her, followed Julia to 


| her dreſſing- room; I fear, ſaid ſhe, in a | 


faltering voice, I ſhall incur your cen» 
ſure, Iam diſpleaſed with myſelf, and that's 
a bad ſign; my fooliſh fright laſt night ex- 


| poſed me to Lady Suſan and others, and this 
day, after you left us, the woman. who was 
attending on Sir Charles, came running int 
the drawing-room, crying out, Oh! Madam, 
he will bleed to death.” 
ation Lady Suſan and myſelf flew to his room, 
where we ſaw his ſervant endeavouring to 
ſtop a violent effuſion of blood, which after- 
wards I found came from his noſe, but in my 
right I ſuppoſed it was from his head. O, my 


Without conſider- 


God, I cried, running to the bed and puſhing 


| alidethe ſervant, let me come, let me preſerve 
his life or die with him. I tore my handker- 

chief in pieces, took up the train of my muſ- 

lin robe, in ſhort, behaved, as J ſince recol- 


lect, like a mad woman; whilſt Lady Suſan, bs 
Na more 
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more collected, applied a ſtyptic ſhe had in 
the houle, and ſtopt the blood: He was ſen- 
ſible all the time, he preſſed my hand two or 


three times, and when laid down quiet, kiſſed 
it, but was unable to ſpeck. The Doctor, 


who was ſent for, expreſſed his ſatisfaction: 


He had, at the time of his fall, received a blow 


in the head, and this diſcharge not only pre- 


vented all danger from that blow, but has ſo 
entirely reduced the tever, that the gentleman 
faid, he will moſt likely be well in a few days. 


Tell me, my dear Julia, what ſhall I do to 
face him, the ſurgeon, or any one? I am mor- 


| tified to death. At what pray d aſke d Julia, | 


| ſmiling, is there any impropriety in being 
grieved or apprehenſive for a good and ami- 


able young man, eſpecially when one had 


ſuch pretty acknowledgments from the pa- 


tient hiinſelf. No, no, don't be uneaſy, there 
is nothing amiſs, every thing will turn out for 
dhe beſt, and if you had leſs ſenſibility I ſhould 


not love you half ſo vell. 


Ny dear girl, aid Sophia, ain her, 
how you comfort me, while you dor not ar- 


* 
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raign my conduct I have nothing to fear: 
Lady Suſan will have her jeſt, but! know her 


heart is benevolence itſelf. 


The next day they had the pleaſure to hear 
Sir Charles was entirely out of danger, and in 


a fair way of recovery. Mr. Selwyn called 
on them in the courſe of the day, and added 
to their ſatisfaction by the following account, 


received from his ſervant, On his arrival at 


Dover, he found Mr. Granthey much better 
than had been expected, and his ſervant had 
declared 1 in confidence, that when his maſter 

+ conceived himſelf in danger, he had told him 

to inform his friends, he had provoked Lord 

A— to the duel, and he thought it but juſtice 

to declare Miſs Woodville had never given 

him any improper encouragement, although. 
ſhe certainly had rather too much levity in 
her manner, which had induced him to trifle 
with her, perhaps with intentions he could 


5 er Juſtify.” 


This intelligence was indeed an exhilerat- 


ing cordial to Julia s ſpirits, ſhe a——_— 
| „ 5 Pleaſant 
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pleaſant news from Paris, and expreſſed her 


' gratitude to Mr. Selwyn for his friendly at- 
tentions to her peace with ſo much vivacity, 
that he called her a ſeducing little flatterer: | 


However, do not flatter yourſelf with making 


a a conqueſt of me, ſaid he, I ſteeled my heart 
againſt your faſcinations at Woodville Hall, 
and, conſcious of being a little too old for your 
lover, reſolved to be a favored friend, there. 


fore I am proud and delighted whenever you 


give me an opportunity of proving the ſin- 
cerity of my regard for you: But come, 1 
muſt viſit poor Evelyn, I was going to fay, 
but he is rich and happy in the good graces 
of ſo many fair ladies, ready to attend a fallen 
knight, who certainly miſtook the road to 
gallantry. I will allow of your jeſt, now, an- 
ſwered Julia, for thank heaven he is out of 
danger. That is rather more than ] will an- 
ſwer for, ſaid he, whilſt in this houſe. She 
underſtood his meaning and only ſmiled. 


Three days paſſed in anxious expectation, 
during which Sir Charles Evelyn recovered 
5 vey rapidly, and the fifth day after the acci- 
: ent 


a | 
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dent was enabled to fit up, and reach the 
drawing. room,. where he received the con- 
gratulations of his friends: Miſs Chancely 
hd: leaſt, but her conſcious baſhfulneſs was 
too expreſſive: to paſs unnoticed ; the good 
natured Julia, by her attention and delicate 
compliments gave her conſequence in the 


eyes of every one, and was delighted to ob- 
ſerve Sir Charles viewed her with an air of 


tenderneſs and gratitude. As Mrs. Evelyn 
had not been acquainted with her ſon's acci- 
dent, he propoſed writing to inform her of it, 
now that he was recovered; and intimated 
a deſign of returning to his own houſe ; this 
however Lady Suſan ſtrongly oppoſed, and 
declared he ſnould remain her priſoner until! 
he was well enough to walk, not to be car- 
ried there; he made but faint objections, and 
acquieſced very: readily to remain where he 
was $10 Lad ſituated, 


N 6 CHAP; 
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C H AP. XXV. 


HE tenth day after the: we of 

Lord A for the continent, Julia re- 
8 an expreſs from Paris, with a packet, 
containing three letters; one from her ſiſter, 
another from his Lordſhip to her, and the 
third from him to Sir Charles Evelyn. In 
the moſt painful ſolicitude, between hope and 
fear, ſhe opened his Lordſhip! s letter firſt and 
read as follows : 


TO MISS WOODVILLE. 


have the happineſs of ſaluting the molt | 

| amiable girl, in the world by the endearing 

name of ſiſter; yeſterday morning I was united 
Om a oh rs ̃ hl 
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to my dear Ellen, by our ambaſſador's chap- 


lain, in preſence of his Excellency, his Lady, 


Lady Darcey, and a friend of her's, Sir Tho- 


mas and Lady Booty, for I would not ex- 


clude the latter for particular reaſons. On 
my arrival here, I found your ſiſter very ill; 


Lady Booty was ſurpriſed at my unexpected 
appearance, Sir Thomas was juſt able to hob- 
ble about, and was glad to ſee me; they both 
eagerly demanded an account of Mr. Gran- 
they, and. the conſequence of our quarrel : 


Having fatisfied them that he was in no dan- 
ger, and that we were again friends, (which 


is truly the caſe) I enquired for my ward.— 


| Poor thing, anſwered Sir Thomas, ſhe has 
been very ill ever ſince you left us in ſuch a 
confounded hurry, though my Lady ſays ſhe 
is better to day. Nonſenſe, cried the Lady, 
with a toſs of her head, all airs and art to 
make a fool of one or the other, which ever 
| ſhould ſurvive; and, of all things in the world 
| behaved like a bedlamite becauſe I would not | 
ſet off poſt after you. I rang the bell for 
_ Miſs Woodville's ſervant, © Pray, can your 


lady ſee me?' O, yes, my Lord, ſhe will 
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be ſo happy.” She ran out of the room and 
preſently returned to conduct me to her dreſi- 
ing room; on my entrance ſhe was with diffi- 


culty preſerved from fainting. I flew to her, 


and declare I never loved her ſo well as at 
that inſtant, for Granthey had ſatisfied my 
ſcruples, and you had awakened my ſleeping 
honor: In one moment, to filence every 
doubt, I cned, compoſe yourſelf, my dear 
Miſs Woodville, reſume your health and ſpi- 
rits, . I am come to make you mine for ever, 


by every legal tie. She looked at me with. 


ſurpriſe; No, no, replied ſhe, I am unworthy, 
J am unfit to be your wife. 


T will not repeat our converſation, I con- 
vinced her of my ſincerity, and ſhe acknow- 
ledged her errors with candour and contri- 
tion; ſhe owned that until the quarrel and 
my abrupt deſerting her, ſhe knew not the 
extent of her regard for me; ſhe had many. 
fits, had been dangerouſly ill, and exceedingly. 
ill treated by Lady Booty, who upbraided her 
inceſſantly : In ſhort, I have the vanity to ſay, 
my preſence contributed to the reſtoration = 
3 EN a 
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of her health, and having put every thing 
in train, I took an opportunity, Sir Thomas 
and his Lady preſent, to entreat her Lady- 
ſhip's intereſt to perſuade Miſs Woodville to 
honor me with her hand. Never ſhall I for- 
get her look of aſtoniſhment. * Her hand!” 
he repeated, «do you think of marrying. 
then? © I do, Madam, I replied, in a firm 
voice, if that lady will deign to accept me, I 
am glad of it to my ſoul, ſaid the good na- 
tured ſimple Sir Thomas, for to ſpeak the 
truth, I thought you had other deſigns. Lady 
Booty ſmiled contempt. I take ſhame to 
myſelf, Sir Thomas, for all my paſt errors, but 
if my dear Ward will accept of me, my ſtudy 
| henceforth ſhall be to retrieve them. As his 


© Lordſhip condeſcends to ſolicit my intereſt, | 


Mi Woodville, pray permit me the honor of 
being a ſucceſsful pleader? She fpoke ſneer- 
ingly, Ellen took fire. «Your Ladyſhip, re- 


| turned ſhe, has already, by your perſuaſions 


in a much worſe cauſe been too well gratified, 
that you cannot doubt your influence now. 


My Lord, turning to me, if my hand; m — _ | 


heart : 
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heart, and evefy wiſh of my future life can de- 
ſerve your affection, that life ſhall be devoted 
to make you happy. I kiſſed her hand with 
rapture : Lady Booty laughed aloud : Sir 
Thomas congratulated us with ſincerity. — 
That night all our plans were ſettled, your 
dear ſiſter will tell you what they are, and 
yeſterday we were married. 


Now; my dear, my lovely ſiſter, congra- 
tulate the happineſs which is the work of your 
own hands; forgive and forget my paſt errors, 
(though that is too ſoft a name for my ill 
conduct) reſtore me to that place in your 
eſteem I had too juſtly forfeited, and depend 
upon that reverence and affection I feel for 
you, that my. future behaviour on every oc- 
caſion ſhall entitle me to your regard. Your 
fiſter is dearer to me than ever, from her 
generous forgiveneſs and acceptance: Where- 
ever we are, your happineſs will be our firſt | 


concern, and to hear you are ſoon happily 
united to a man worthy of you, will be our 


3 chief and earneſt wiſh, Adieu, my beloved 
25 „ - 
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iter, beſpeak for me the eſteem of all your 
friends, tor yours muſt be mine alſo. 


| Ah? 


Tis not poſſible to give a juſt idea of the 
perfect joy which took poſſeſſion of Julia's | 
ſoul on peruſing, this letter. O, Lord A—, 
| cited ſhe, you have a good heart; great have 
been your errors, noble is the atonement ; for 
much, very much might you plead in exten- 
| uation, with joy therefore I acknowledge a 
repentant brother. She now opened her 
ſiſter's letter, that coſt her ſome tears—it was 
as follows: 

How ſhall I approach you, my deareſt 
alter, after having diſgraced your name, and 
rendered myſelf unworthy of your eſteem; 
yet I know my Julia's goodneſs, ſhe has never 
reproached, never upbraided me: there was 
a time when pride, inſolence, and inſenſibility, 
hardened my heart, drove virtue from my 
boſom, and gave me an eaſy prey to folly and 
vice: but the veil is withdrawn, ſudden ill 
| . nels, 


% 
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neſs, the deſertion of thoſe I loved, the baſe 
- upbraidings, the ſcorn of the woman who had 
ſtrengthened my mind in all its vanities and 
vices, the dreadful conſequences I was cruelly 
bid to expect, all overpowered me, and 
brought me to the brink of the grave: Tis 
then remorſe and ſelf conviction ſtrike the 
guilty heart! I trembled at the proſpect, a 
retroſpection of my paſt conduct was dread. 
ful; my unpardonable ingratitude and diſo- 
bedience to the beſt of parents, the certainty 
of having haſtened her death by my crimes! 
Oh! my God, what did I not ſuffer, yet how 
' inadequate to the puniſhment I had deſerved, | 
Oh, Julia, I was humbled to the duſt from 
| a ſenſe of my miſconduR, pride, vanity, and 
inſolence, was no more, I was. conſcious of 
my degradation, I ſaw at once the folly (the 
| crimes I ſhould fay) I had plunged into, | 
and having forfeited the efteem of my friends, 
I nowexperienced ſelf contempt and reproach: 
Ĩ0o look back was dreadful, and the proſpect | 
3 before me was miſery, for I had no pitying 
ſiiſter to ſooth my diſtracted mind, no friend 


1 dared *PPIy to, and the deteſted Lady Booty | 
85 ridiculed 
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ridiculed my ſorrows and upbraided my folly: 
Yet I lived ſaw no reſource but a convent 
to hide my ſhame ; that determined on, I grew 

better. 5 


Unexpectedly Lord A — arrived; at firſt I 
could not bear to ſee him, yet, however blame- 
able his principles and deſigns, I could not 

accuſe him of deception; reaſon ought to 
have taught me the fallacy of his arguments, 
but I deceived myſelf; and miſerable is that 
unhappy girl, whoſe voluntary weakneſs en- 
courages licentious man to make a ſyſtem of 
vice, to call evil good, and impoſe upon the 
ſenſes by the allurements of pleaſure; the de- 
ception cannot laſt, and then ſhe awakens to 
all the horrors of conſcious ſhame! Lord 
'A— made me an offer of his hand, and 
frankly confeſſed, to you he was indebted for 
the revolution in his principles, and for a per- 
fect ſenſe of the injuries he had done me, 
and through me to my mother and ſiſter ; — | 
Julia, my dear ſiſter, believe me, no conſi- 


deration on earth ſhould have induced me to 


have accepted his offer, but the reſpect, the 
RE. reparation 
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reparation I owe to. you : I do not deny my 


affection for him, but I had determined on 2 


convent: He convinced me it was my duty 
to ſhield you from the reproach Lady Booty 


would certainly throw on my name, and thro 
me wound both your affection and your de. 


licacy ; I had no longer an objection, I con- 


ſented to receive that offer as an obligation 
my imprudence had given me no claim to, 
and to feel an humiliation in being raiſed to 


a rank virtue only aught t to 6 


* + 
Les, my dear ſiſter, Ia am d married 


to the man I love, but, alas! with a painful 
| ſenſe that I do not merit either his reſpect or 
confidence: Should J have children, O, Julia, 
how ſevere will be my puniſhment to reflect 


on the example they may plead for follies, I 


muſt bluſn from ſelf conviction to blame them 
for! May you, my dear, my happy ſiſter, 
forgive and pity me, henceforth I will ſtudy 
to deſerve Lord A—'s love, your eſteem, and 
my own approbation, and whenever I ſhall | 
have the happineſs to embrace you, it ſhall 


be 
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be in circumſtances that ſhall not diſgrace 
Your 


We ſhall travel for three years, I. made 
that a preliminary to our marriage, for at pre- 
ſent I dare not ſee you or your friends. — 
Adieu, my deareſt ſiſter, dearer to me than 
ever, ſince I know your merits and my own 
unworthineſs: We ſhall wait your anſwer, 
and I hope permiſſion for a correſpondence = 
in future, and when that is obtained ſet off 
immediately for Italy. Do not diftruſt my 
penitence or future conduct; a mind once 
thoroughly brought to a ſenſe of its former 
errors, and been to look forward to a re- 
eſtabliſhment of peace, and that ſatisfaction, 
which can only receive abatement from a con- 
viction of thoſe errors, is more firmly guarded 
agqinſt future deluſions, than the arrogant fe- 
male, who, like my former ſelf, deſpiſed warn- 
ing and advice, and fell the victim of her o] 
vanity and preſumption. Once more adieu, 
my beloved ſiſter, a 


Ellen A.“ 5 
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This affecting letter coſt Julia a flood of 
tears, O that my dear mother had lived to 


have ſeen this letter, ſaid ſhe, what peace, 
what happineſs would have attended her laſt 
hours; dear Ellen, hard muſt that heart be, 


and ſevere that virtue, which cannot forgive 


errors ſo ſincerely repented of as yours, — 
| Recovering from her emotions, ſhe flew to 
: mmm ine her good n news to 1 n 


— 


- det was iy on the ſubject * his truſt, 
and a requeſt to have the marriage announced 
in all the papers. She ſent immediately to 


Lord Meanwell and Mr. Selwyn, all were 


| warm in their congratulations, and from the 
| latter ſhe received that praiſe her «es and 
affection ſo well deſerved. 


4 * days after this happy one Sir Charles 


prepared to leave the hoſpitable Lady Suſan, 
previous to which, he requeſted a conferrence 
with Julia, ſhe readily admitted him. After 
alittle preparation he ſaid to her, I preſume, 
Madam, you will pardon me, for reverting to 
| the time in which I ward the honor of of 
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ing admitted to your particular attention, as 
have ſtrictly obeyed your injunctions, not 
to trouble you with either my admiration or 
complaints; I know you are above diſguiſe, 
and II ſee too plainly your ſentiments remain 
unchanged. He ſtopt. My ſentiments, Sir, 
anſwered Julia, were inviolably the ſame, my 
ſincereſt eſteem and friendſhipyou have always 
poſſeſſed, I could not love a brother with a 
more diſintereſted affection. The word bro- 
ther, Madam, 1s deciſive, and I have long 
| known, pardon me if I ſay ſeen, that I could 
have no hopes: Under this conviction I have 


endeavoured to regulate my wiſhes by yours, 


to detach my mind from the object of its 
| adoration, that I might free you from inqui- 
etude on my account; in ſome degree I have 
| ſucceeded, and the more effectually to obtain 8 
a complete victory over an unſucceſsful paſ- 


ſion, I have admitted another, from which! 


preſume to hope a more favorable iſſue. I am 
rejoiced, ſaid Julia, ſmiling, that deſpair has 

reſtored you to reaſon, and pointed out an 
amiable young woman, whoſe ſhining merit 
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and thouſand good qualities are truly de. 


ſerving a heart ſo valuable as yours; and if, 
as I hope you are fortunate enough to be ac- 


cepted by the object I have in view, you will 
be one of the moſt enviable, as well as one of 


the happieſt men in the world. You will 


give me your intereſt then with Miſs Chancely? 


aſked he, a little chagrined, at the avidity with 


which ſhe caught hold of the idea. Moſt 
ſincerely, ſhe replied, on my friendſhip you 
may depend ; he thanked her rather formally, 
and took his leave that day of the family. 8 


Julia was delighted with the preceding TY = 
verſation, it opened a field of happineſs to 
her view, that a few weeks before ſhe had 
formed no expectation of, and ſhe began to 
hope neither honor nor delicacy would ſhortiy 
oppoſe her union with Lord Meanwell ; yet | 
ſhe could not forget Lady Suſan's converſa- 
tion, in which ſhe ſeemed inclined to wiſh 
Miſs Chancely might particularly regard his 
Lordſhip. It would mortify me extremely, | 
thought ſhe, if ſhe thinks me undeſerving of 
him, yet how r that idea to the whole 


tenor 
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tenor of her conduct towards me; I will not 
meanly, however, accept of his addreſſes, 
were he to renew them, without her entire 
concurrence and approbation. 


The following day the Whitmore's, Sand- 
ford's, Mr. and Miſs Danvers, Lord Mean- 


well and Mr. Selwyn, all ſpent the day at 


Lady Suſan's, and Julia being freed from the 


inquietude which had long throvn a cloud 
over her natural cheerfulneſs, charmed all the 
company by her ſweet vivacity. Upon my 
word, young lady, ſaid the elder Mr. Whit- 


more, I never gave you credit for half ſo 


much cheerfulneſs, but I fee what it is, this 
wedding of your ſiſter's has ſer your little 


heart a thinking too, and ſo we may expect 


another couple to lead up the dance ſoon, 
pray which of theſe beaus puts in for the prize? 
| 1 do, cried Mr. Selwyn, if Miſs Woodville 
can like a ſpruce old bachelor, no man in the 
company ſhall deſerve her better than myſelf. 
And I do aſſure you, Sir, replied Julia, there 


are very few young men I ſhould prefer to 


Mr. Selwyn, A match chen, ſaid he, I call 


vor. 11. 1 witneſſes 
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witneſſes to prove the contract. Not quite 
ſo haſty, good Sir, ſaid Lady Suſan, obſerve, 
ſhe ſaid, there were very few ſhe ſhould pre- 
fer, which implies there is a little reſerve in 
the corner for the choſen few. How cruel. 
you are my Lady, cried Selwyn, to mortify 
me by the obſervation ; however, this I am 
determined, if I am not to be the huſhand I 
uoill be the father, and there is a man in my 

mind's eye, whom, next to myſelf, I ſhould 
rejoice to give her to. Well, well, ſaid Mr, 
Whitmore, you may think of whom you 
pleaſe, but I dare ſay ſhe will chooſe for her- 


dl to whom this idle converſation was 


very diſtreſſing, found an opportunity to 
EOS change it, by addreſſing Mr. Danvers, whoſe 


| filence and apparent melancholy greatly af- 
_ fected her, and aſking ſome queſtions relative 
to Italy, and the freedom of manners which 
was ſaid to reign there. Sir Charles Evelyn 
ſuddenly cried out, bleſs me, ladies, I had 
forgot to mention a piece of ſcandal I heard 

; NE before I came here, which is, that Mifs 
5 1 Darewel 
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Dare well took the road to Scotland yeſterday, 
with a young enſign, who has not a ſhilling; 


that the mother was in fits laſt night, but this 
morning, in revenge, declares ſhe will marry 


herſelf, and not leave a ſhilling of her for- 
tune to ſuch a forward creature; Miſs has 


however, twenty thouſand pounds, I am told, 


independent, therefore the young man will not 


be entirely diſappointed, and the old lady may 
be glad of an excuſe to marry a young needy 


man of faſhion, who has ſometime "ION 8 — 


court to my Ke. 


Wel 1 cre; Gig | Lady Suſan, you tel} 


2 a very good tale, Sir Charles, and I wiſh, for = 
their mutual puniſhment, the ſtory may be 
true, for both mother and daughter are con- 


temptible enough. Miſs Chancely ſpoke not, 


ſne had too much good nature to feel pleaſed. 
that thoſe to whom ſhe felt obligations, which 
no ill treatment could cancel, ſhould ſo de- 


ſervedly incur ridicule, and therefore * 5955 
hoped | it was not true. 


TEE, 
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The next morning when Julia was in her 
dreſſing- room, Sophia entered almoſt breath- 
leſs. My dear Julia, I am frightened out of 
my wits; read this letter, dear girl, and tell 
me if I am awake, Julia took the letter ſhe 
held out to her, it was from Sir Charles Eve- 
Fo Iyn, with a very handſome declaration of his 
| _ eſteem for her, and requeſting permiſſion to 
be admitted as a candidate for her favor, 
which, if ſhe did not forbid, he would preſume 
to interpret her ſilence agreeable to his wiſhes, 
and addreſs himſelf on the ſubject to Lady 
Suſan. And why, ſaid Julia, ſhould you 
doubt your ſenſes? this is no more than I ex- 
pected, and J congratulate you, my dear So-— 
phia, with all my heart; for, if I am a judge 
of the human heart, you will be one of the 
happieſt of women with Sir Charles Evelyn. 
Ah! faid ſhe, ſighing, but I was not his firſt 
choice, diſappointment only brought him to 
me. Childiſh objection, anſwered Julia, you 
|  Ought rather to be vain, if true, that you are 
a ſecond choice, ſince you are now prefered 
before a thouſand amiable women, who would 
FFF e 
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be qratified i in the preference. The entrance 
of Lady Suſan ſtopt the converſation, and 
Miſs Chancely withdrew. I interrupt you, 
faid ſhe, Not in the leaſt, my dear Lady, 
but I cannot reſiſt the pleaſure of telling you 
a ſecret. She repeated Miſs Chancely's let- 
ter, I am glad of it with all my heart, cried 
her Ladyſhip with vivacity. Indeed! faid | 
Julia, I thought your Ladyſhip had other 
views for Miſs Chancely. My dear girl, an- 
ſwered her Ladyſhip, you never was more 
> miſtaken, I came to your apartment this morn- 
ing to have a little converſation with you, and: 
this letter to Sophia naturally leads to the ſub- 
jet. Pray, my dear, why have you an aver- 
fion to marriage? An averſion, Madam. 
Why, yes, I believe, I think fo, or you have 
not been ſincere with me. Indeed, Madam, 


J cannot accuſe myſelf of inſincerity, anſwer-' "8; 


ed Julia. Nor of concealment? aſked her 
Ladyſhip. Dear Madam, ſpeak out, cried 
Julia, of what am I accuſed? Be not alarm- 
ed, ſaid Lady Suſan, and I will be unreſerved.. 
You cannot be quid with my bro- 
„ 


4 
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15 ther's affection for you; from the firſt of your 
reſidence in London his heart has been de- 
voted to you; I own at firſt I thought you 


Ta prefered Sir Charles, but you ſoon made me 


_ eaſy on that head, and I gave poor Meanwell 
| ſome hopes, on which he preſumed, I find, 
and made you a declaration; your anſwer 
overwhelmed him with deſpair—* Honor and 
_ delicacy forbid your union.“ I was aſtoniſh- 
| ed, he requeſted my ſilence, and I obeyed, 
though a little diſpleaſed at your want of con- 
fidence in me: Yeſterday Mrs. Sandford in- 
formed me, you had refuſed her recommend- 
ation of Mr. Whitmore, and owned a pre- 
ferable eſteem for another: Tell me, dear 
Julia, what am I to think of all this? I love 
you as a fiſter, I would protect you as a mo- 
ther, open your heart to me, I conjure you, 
and be aſſured, well as I love my brother, I | 
will not prefer his happineſs to yours, if there 
is another has been more ſucceſsful. 


N Taka... overcome e by this ens: 
threw her head upon her ſhoulder, and kiſs- 
ing her hand, no, my dear Lady, faid the, 


tears 2 
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tears running down her cheeks, no, there 18 


nota man living I prefer to Lord Meanwell, E 
thought indeed honor and delicacy did ſet a 


barrier between us, but now ——,* What 
now, cried Lady Sufan eagerly. Why thoſe 


objections are in part removed. Dear girl, 


how you rejoice me, tell me what thoſe were? 


My ſiſter's ſituation, and Sir Charles Evelyn's 


affection for me I had many obligations to 
him, Icould not wound his heart by an avowed 

preference to another, particularly as I knew 
he had my mother's approbation (ſhe knew 


not the honor Lord | Meanwell conferred on 


me in his choice) this was with me a delicacy 
I could not but feel due to him, that until he 
ceaſed to love me, I would not admit other 

addreſſes; added to which, my ſiſter's then 
 fityation, fo diſgraceful, I thought threw a 


cloud over me, and I could not ſupport the 


idea, that Lord Meanwell ſhould marry a wo- 

man, whom the world might reproach with a 
ſiſter's failings. Honor therefore prevented 

me equally from accepting the hand his Lord- 
* offered me. Charming girl, ſaid Lady 


EL * | ? Suſan, . 


296 ELLEN AND JULIA, 


Suſan, I Stink you exceedingly but now 
my love, thoſe objections are done away, 
your ſiſter is very advantageouſly married, 
Sir Charles has made another choice, and 
you, yes my deareſt Julia, you muſt, you ſhall 
be my ſiſter. Julia looked down and Was 


By Hem . Suſan left the room. 


That very evening his cards appeared 
and found an opportunity to plead his own 
cauſe ſucceſsfully. Sir Charles Evelyn met 


Vaoith no difficulties from Miſs Chancely, and 


within a fortnight after Mr. Selwyn was called 


upon to be father to both ladies, though Mr. 


Sandford rather diſputed his right, but bs 
| claimed Prior knowledge, and would not give a ; 


= up the point. On the day of marriage Mr. 


Sandford preſented Julia with two thouſand 
pounds worth of jewels, Mr. Sel yn di J the 


fame; the brides received the warm congra- 


tulations of all their friends, and their happy 

| huſbands were truly ſenſible of the bleſſings 
heaven had beſtowed on them. Lord 
and Lady A— wrote conſtantly: to Julia, ſhe 

had the Pleaſure to find my Lord was per- 
| ſay 
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fey fatisfied with her behaviour and ex- 
tremely fond ofher ; Mr. and Mrs. Sandford 
were prevailed upon to ſettle in England; Mr. 
Duanvers did the ſame, he never recovered his 
former peace, but lived to ſee his daughter 
happily united to a very worthy man. Sir 
Charles Evelyn ſoon after his marriage toox 
bis wife down to his mother, the good lady 
partook of her ſon's felicity, whilſt Mr. Ham- 
mond ſpent the remainder of his days between 
Mr. Martin's family and the Evelyn's, his 
_ tranquillity only interrupted by the remem- 
brance of his credulity, and the ill conſe- 
55 quences that muſt ever attend intimate con- 
nexions with nn, men! 
| Lady Suſan and Mr. chern ried with each 
| Other, in proving their affection for Lord and 
Lady Meanwell, her Ladyſhip perſevered in 
| her reſolution never to marry again, and | Mr. 
> Selnyn continued ; a bachelor, hs; © 6115 


| After remaining thive years abroad Lord 5 
and Lady A— returned to England, happy 
as perſons conſcious of their errors could be; 
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for Lady A— conſtantly declared the painful 
drawback of her weakneſs and folly always 
deprived her of the felicity ſhe might other. 
wiſe have enjoyed, and her only ſatisfaction 
was that ſhe had no children, who could plead 
bad example for their faults, and embitter her 
laſt hours by their vices: Thus, in conſe- 
5 quence of being governed by vanity and folly, 
the circumſtance which to others might have 
been a ſubject of regret, was the only one 
£ from whenes ſhe could heave conſolation, 
5 8 Sho Vhomin ts died in | Fr: rance, and | his 2 
Lady highly delighted with that gay and gal- 
lant nation, continued to reſide there without 
nm to — her own en oy her | 


1 Lady Mcumeell, hilkey id esch 


Other, in their friends, with whom they kept 


up a conſtant intercourſe, bleſſed with a nu- 
merous and lovely family, who could boaſt 
the rectitude and virtues of their parents, lived 
beloved and reſpected; and proved, that 
8 ee depravity chere is in the world, how 
8 bs 7 much 
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much ſoever vice and folly may predominate 
among the gay and unthinking part of both 
ſexes; virtue! lovely in itſelf, and reſpectable 
in its progreſs through life, diffuſes bleſſings 
on all its connexions, is revered even by the 
vicious and profligate, and at the cloſe of life 
communicates that peace and happineſs to 


the ſoul which only g good minds can feel and 
the virtuous rejoice in. 


8 ＋ 1 N 1 8. 
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